
Wednesday 10- We wish our wonderful choir lots of luck as they compete in the Durham Music Service 
Secondary Choir of the Year Competition at Ushaw College.
Wednesday 10- Parishioners’ Christmas Lunch, 11.45am-2pm. We are looking forward to welcoming our local 
parishioners into school for our annual Christmas lunch.
Thursday 11- Year 10 Progress Evening. Appointments are still available for our progress evening via Schoolcloud 
and we look forward to important conversations with our Year 10 students and their parents/carers
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Exciting News…
We are delighted to announce that we have been 

awarded a grant of £80,000 from the Wolfson 
Foundation, an independent grant-making charity 
dedicated to supporting high-quality research and 
education. This significant funding will enable us to 
undertake a major upgrade of our Performing Arts 
facilities and equipment, including refurbishing our 

Main Hall, brand new sound, lighting and staging 
and upgrading our Music classrooms and recording 
studio. Following our success last year in achieving 
the Gold Artsmark Award for our contributions to 

arts education, we wanted to be able to develop our 
offering further. We are extremely proud of the 
incredible experiences we offer our students in 
Performing Arts, from school productions and 

concerts to trips and workshops, but knew that a 
complete overhaul of our facilities, spaces and 

equipment was necessary to improve further. We 
are delighted and incredibly grateful to have been 

awarded this amazing grant from the Wolfson 
Foundation, which will transform our facilities.  Such 
investment is particularly significant in light of the 
Government's response to the recent Curriculum 

and Assessment Review, which highlights the need 
to revitalise Arts education and foster creativity.  

With this much-needed investment, our inspiring 
Arts education, fantastic provision and amazing 

facilities will provide wonderful opportunities for St 
John's and the wider community.

Spotlight on…Rewards

Academic Excellence

Last week, 50 Year 12 
and 13 students went 
along to a Crime Day 
at Teesside University. 
The day was truly 
interactive, where 
students watched a 
pre-recorded crime 
taking place and 

Our Sixth Formers celebrated Christmas, and the end of the 
first term, in style at their annual Dinner Dance at Ramside Hall 
Hotel this weekend. Students and staff donned their finery and 
enjoyed a meal and dancing together in recognition of their 
fantastic achievements so far this year. This event is always a 
highlight of our Sixth Form calendar and it was wonderful to 
have so many of our students and staff together to celebrate.

     This December we have 
brought back our Good Pud 
awards, rewarding students who 
have been ‘caught’ in acts of 
kindness, compassion and care. 
Last week our students were 
‘caught’ looking after their 
school environment, showing 
generosity to friends and being 
kind and thoughtful to others.  
All students received a special 
postcard and chocolate pud as 
recognition for being such 
wonderful role models.

We are delighted to announce that 10 of our Year 7 students have been accepted onto one of 3 levels of the 
Parallel Academy programme, providing students with the opportunity to develop their reasoning and 
problem-solving skills beyond the Maths curriculum over five years.  This is a life-changing opportunity that will 
prepare students for Further Maths A Level, applying to a top university and long-term success in a STEM-related 
career. Well done to Ada Anoke, Adelaide Wight, Emilia Ochman, Emily Lin, Ethan Palmer, Grace Crow, Jason Li, 
Katherine Jones, Miles Martin and Teddi Davison. We are very proud of the efforts of all of the students and we 
look forward to seeing where the programme may take them in the future.

spent time in the university labs and replica courtroom to 
understand the different approaches taken by crime scene 
scientists and investigators, cybersecurity specialists, 
criminologists and legal professionals in solving modern 
crimes. It really was a fantastic day which left our students 
feeling inspired and engaged.



❏ Monday 15 December- Christmas Concert 
(tickets available via TicketSource)

❏ Tuesday 16 December- Christmas Liturgies
❏ Wednesday 17 December- Whole school 

reward day (details to follow)
❏ Wednesday 17 December- Year 7 Disco
❏ Thursday 18 December- Student Christmas 

Lunch
❏ Friday 19 December- Break up for Christmas. 

School will finish at 1.30pm on the last day
          2026

❏ Monday 5 January- Return to school
❏ Tuesday 13 January- Year 9 Options Evening
❏ Tuesday 20 January- Whole School Careers 

Day
❏ Thursday 29 January- Sixth Form Progress 

Eve
❏ Thursday 5 February- Year 9 Progress Eve
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ClassCharts 
Year 7 Top 
Achievers
Betsy W 7N
Jason L 7O

Elizabeth-Grace S 7R
Rio B 7Y

Michael R 7H

Year 8 Top 
Achievers
Hannah L 8Y

Ella S 8N
Rosie G 8R

Matthew B 8Y
Amelia-Robyn G 8R

Year 9 Top 
Achievers
Riley T-W 9M
Mollie S 9R

Summer B 9H
Ella M 9M
Tom A 9Y

Year 10 Top 
Achievers 

Georgia C 10R
Mollie M 10M
Leah W 10A

Thomas T 10A
Thailia A 10M

Year 11 Top 
Achievers 
Ellie S 11A
Lily J 11H

Charlotte J 11H
Eden W 11Y
Ben B 11H

Through 'I Heard a Whisper' we 
celebrate our staff who help to make 

our school such a special learning 
community through their hard work, 
dedication and care. Whether it is a 
nomination from a parent or carer, 

student, colleague or even an external 
agency, it is wonderful to read so much 
praise for our staff. Well done this week 
to Mrs Noon (SENDCO), Miss Crawford 

(MFL), Miss Johnston (English), Miss 
Hankey and Mrs Moran (English), Mrs 

Toulson and Mr Vicary (Humanities), Mr 
Ebberley (Science) and Danielle 

Dowson and Steph Anderson (Admin) 
who are the deserving recipients of this 

week's sweet treats. Keep your 
nominations coming in and help us to 

shout about our wonderful staff:
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Artist of the Week

Jack Bennett, 11Jiheardawhisper@stjohns.bhcet.org.uk

I Heard a Whisper…

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-johns-catholic-school
mailto:nrose@stjohns.bhcet.org.uk

