
Monday 20- We look forward to welcoming all staff and students back after the Easter break
Wednesday 22- All cast members needed for Little Shop of Horrors rehearsal until 4.30pm
Thursday 23- We look forward to welcoming back staff and students from our Turing Scheme trip to Singapore
As we enter a new term, we appreciate your support in upholding our high standards. Please ensure your child 

does not come to school wearing jewellery (except a wristwatch), leggings, trainers, false nails or false eye 
lashes. A reminder also that mobile phones must remain switched off in students’ bags while on school site. 

20 April 2026
Week B

I hope you all enjoyed a restful and refreshing Easter 
break. As we head into our busy Summer term, we 

keep in our thoughts and prayers all of our students 
who are about to begin their final examinations.  
Thank you to our staff for all of their hard work, 

support and guidance in ensuring that our young 
people are well-prepared and ready for what lies 

ahead so that they can look to the future with 
confidence, resilience and a determination to 

succeed.
Alongside this, we have a fantastic calendar of 

celebrations and events that showcase the spirit of 
our school community, including our annual Virtue 
Awards, Year 11 Prom and the Year 13 Leavers’ BBQ- 

always cherished moments as we celebrate our 
students and their journeys. Creativity will take 

centre stage too, with this year’s school production 
of Little Shop of Horrors; we cannot wait to see their 
talent light up the stage once again. We are equally 

excited to welcome the next generation of our 
school community. Our incoming Year 7 students 
will be joining us later this term for their induction 

days, beginning their transition with confidence and 
curiosity. We will also be hosting our popular Year 5 
Weeks and the Year 4 Retreat Day, giving younger 
pupils a taste of the opportunities and experiences 

that await them as part of St John’s. 
The Summer term is always a reminder of how 

much our students achieve- academically, 
personally and collectively. We look forward to 

celebrating their successes with you and to making 
the most of the opportunities ahead.

Academic Excellence

Our St John’s 
Turing Scheme 

group has hit the 
ground running in 

Singapore! From 
soaring over the 

city on the Mount 
Faber cable car 

and exploring 
Sentosa, to 

discovering smart 
farming at Kok 
Tah and diving 
into hands‑on 

STEM at the 
Science Centre- 

our learners have 
embraced every 
moment so far. 

They’ve taken in 
breathtaking 
views on the 

Singapore Flyer, 
met the iconic 

Merlion and 
sampled 

incredible local 
food along the 
way. A brilliant 
mix of culture, 

innovation and 
real‑world 

learning. We look 
forward to 

following the rest 
of their trip. 

We had a fantastic end to the 
term celebrating the 
achievements of our students 
across every year group. From 
outstanding attendance and 
impressive academic 
progress to remarkable 
improvement, impeccable 
behaviour and top 
achievement points, our 
young people truly shone. 
A huge well done to all of our 
Subject Award winners and 
to the recipients of our Good 
Egg Awards, recognising 
those who have acted as positive role models within our school 
community.

Spotlight on… Virtues

The Year 11 football team played their final game before Easter in 
the BASFA League Cup Final. The same fixture as last year's final 
once again saw the boys take on Durham Johnston. After going 
behind in the first half the boys battled hard and Oscar Bright's 
brilliant shot managed to bring us back to 1-1 which led to 
penalties, again! Unfortunately, it just wasn't our day from the spot and 
we finish the year as runners up. The boys have been a fantastic group 
throughout their time at St John's and Mr Turnbull wants to thank all 
the students and parents who have helped support the team. Well done, 
boys- we are very proud of you!

We’re so proud to share that two of our students, Maya and 
Destiny, helped raise funds for over 200 Easter eggs which were 
all awarded to Year 7 before Easter. Through their Royal 
Sapphire pageant journey, and with the amazing support of 
Supportive Spaces, the girls worked incredibly hard to make this 
happen. Year 7 student Destiny and her Year 10 sister Maya have 
used their platform to support children and young people with 
barriers to learning, showing true leadership at such a young 
age. They’ve organised and taken part in many events to raise 
funds, including family 
events and bonus balls.  
We are so proud of everything 
they’ve achieved and Year 7 
were especially delighted with 
their Easter treats!

We are delighted to announce that St John’s are the Under 13s South 
West Durham Netball Tournament Champions  It was an amazing 
result for our Year 8 Netball teams, and another year of winning the 
South West Durham tournament. The students were a credit to St 
John’s throughout the tournament, showing excellent teamwork and 
practical skills. St John’s A team came 1st in the tournament after 
playing against none other than St John’s B team in the final game, 
with the A team winning 2-0 in what was a very tight game. St John’s B 
team place joint 2nd with King James in the tournament. A fantastic 
outcome all round!

Our students 
looked very much 

at home on the 
stage at Gala 

Durham Theatre 
this evening as 

they took part in 
their second 

annual Schools 
Drama Festival. 

This year, the 
theme was April 
Fools and there 

were laughs a 
plenty in St John’s  

performance of 
Cluedo Goes 

Wrong, devised by 
our talented Sixth 

Form Theatre 
Company and KS3 

Drama Club. 

Congratulations 
to all of the 

students and to 
Miss Liddle for a 

truly entertaining 
performance. We 

are certain this 
won't be the last 

time you see 
these students 

tread the boards 
in a professional 
theatre. A huge 

thank you to all of 
the staff at 

Durham Gala for 
organising this 

wonderful event 
and for giving our 

students this 
great opportunity.



❏ Monday 5 May- External exams begin
❏ Monday 18 May- Year 10 Work Experience
❏ Wednesday 20 May- Year 7 Retreat
❏ Friday 22 May- Break up for half term
❏ Friday 22 May- Year 13 Leavers’ BBQ
❏ Monday 1 June- School reopens
❏ Monday 15 June- Year 5 Week 1
❏ Monday 22 June- Year 5 Week 2
❏ Thursday 25 June- Virtue Awards
❏ Tuesday 30 June- Year 11 Prom
❏ Thursday 2 July- Year 6 Welcome Evening
❏ Monday 6/ Tuesday 7 July- Little Shop of Horrors 

school production
❏ Thursday 9/ Friday 10 July- Year 6 Induction Days
❏ Tuesday 14 July- Whole school end of year liturgies
❏ Friday 17 July- Break up for Summer
❏ Wednesday 2 September- School reopens for all 

students
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ClassCharts 
Year 7 Top Achievers

Katherine J 7J
Jack C 7M

Eleanor S 7M
Krystyn J 7J
Amalie W 7M
Athena A 7J
Esmae U 7M

Year 8 Top Achievers
Saule K 8M
Verity D 8M

Georgie J 8M
Hannah K 8A
Harini T 8M
Salem C 8H
Harry D 8R

Year 9 Top Achievers
Tylor S 9Y

Amelia P 9R
Neve O 9J
Olivia B 9Y
Erin H 9O

Sienna B 9M
Sienna N 9Y

Year 10 Top Achievers 
Matthew W 10R

Airren S 10A
James D 10M
Ryan D 10A

Michelle E 10Y
Lexi W 10N
Alfie W 10A

Year 11 Top Achievers 
Nadia I 11M
Chloe D 11A
Skye H 11O

Freddie C 11A
Jamie-Leigh C 11O

Dakota H 11H
Madelyn A 11N

"Be an encourager. The world has plenty of critics already"

This quote serves as a powerful reminder to prioritise 
gratitude and uplifting others over offering judgment. By 
choosing kindness, we fuel growth, build confidence and 
combat the negativity that often surrounds us. In the final 
week of term, our Celebration of the Word was focused on 

celebrating our students and rewarding them for all of their 
efforts last term. We want to take this opportunity to thank 

all of our staff for all of the support, guidance and 
encouragement they give our students every day.

A special shout-out to Emma Ramsey (Chaplain), Miss Heads 
(LRC Manager) and Mrs Pullen (Assistant Headteacher) who 

all received the final week’s sweet treats.

We love to to receive parent and student nominations, as 
well as those from our staff, so please drop us an email to 

help spread some gratitiude and uplift others.

MFL Stars of the Week: Olivia Walker 11N, Neve Oxley 9J,
Bokani Ndlovu 9O, Sam Etherington 9O

Artist of the Week
Molly Neilson 10R

iheardawhisper@stjohns.bhcet.org.uk

I Heard a Whisper…

Before Easter 
we were very 
proud to share 
something 
truly special 
from one of 
our own, in 
celebration of 
Autism 
Awareness 
Day. Daniel, a 
talented and 
thoughtful 
Year 7 student, wrote a 
powerful poem that opens a 
window into his world and what 
life with autism means to him. 
His words remind us that every 
voice matters, every perspective 
enriches our community and 
every student brings something 
unique and brilliant to our 
school. Daniel hopes his poem 
will help others understand, 
appreciate and embrace the 
diversity that makes us who we 
are. Thank you, Daniel, for your 
courage, creativity and honesty.

mailto:nrose@stjohns.bhcet.org.uk

