
Monday 22- Year 5 Week 2. Following a wonderful week last week with our Year 5 students from our Catholic 
feeder primaries, we are looking forward to welcoming our Bishop Cluster Year 5 students this week for 
exciting lessons and activities to sample life at St John’s. 
Wednesday 24-  All cast needed for Wednesday’s Little Shop of Horrors rehearsal until 5pm, as well as 
principal rehearsals on Monday and Friday until 5pm. There is also an important Tech Rehearsal on Saturday 
27 June for all cast, from 10am until 4pm. All costumes should also be brought along to this rehearsal to be 
checked. Be sure to grab your tickets now: www.ticketsource.com/st-johns-catholic-school
Thursday 25- Virtue Awards. We are incredibly excited for our third annual Virtue Awards where we will be 
celebrating a whole new set of students who this year have displayed our core virtues and values. We look 
forward to joining with parents and carers and representatives from our local community to honour the 
remarkable young people they are. 
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What a wonderful day we had on Wednesday for our Year 11 Celebration Day- our class of 2026!
The day began with a beautiful liturgy at St Mary’s Church where our choir performed beautifully and our students 

led us in readings and bidding prayers. Students were then called by name to the front, a tutor group at a time 
and gifted a special holding cross to keep a piece of St John’s with them. A special mention must go to Chloe Diaz 

and Kate Tomlinson whose rendition of For Good from Wicked brought the church to tears and was a poignant 
tribute to the day. Following a lovely speech from Mrs Barnham, tutor awards were given and we awarded this 

year’s Father Towers Award to Nadia and Robert. Thank you to Father Coxon and Emma our Chaplain for leading 
the liturgy and to all of the parents and carers who joined us. 

The rest of the day was then all about reflecting on the past five years with photos, memories and time with 
friends. Our Alternative Awards gave plenty of laughter and the day ended with shirt signing and a silent disco- 

the perfect end to a wonderful day! A huge thank you to Mrs Barnham and Mrs Kennedy for their amazing 
organisation of the day. 

To quote Emma during our liturgy- remember, Year 11, that you are not just a face in a crowd. You are known, you 
are valued and you are called by your name. You will always be part of our school community, and we wish you lots 

of luck in your next steps, whether that’s returning for Sixth Form or heading elsewhere. 
“Today is where your book begins. The rest is still unwritten.”

Spotlight on… Year 11

On Friday, 7R, alongside Mrs Kennedy and Miss Heads, visited Auckland Castle to explore how Britain's religious 
landscape has changed over time and what it means to live in a diverse and multicultural society today. They 
looked at both historical and contemporary collections in the Faith Museum and students considered the rich 
variety of faiths and beliefs that shape our communities. They also had the opportunity to handle artefacts from 
different faith traditions, helping to deepen their understanding of how people express their beliefs and values. 
The session encouraged thoughtful discussion, respect for different perspectives and a greater appreciation of 
the diverse world around us. We were incredibly proud of 7R for their curiosity, engagement and maturity.

There may still be four weeks left of 
this academic year, but that didn’t 
stop us giving our students an early 
end of term treat to give them a 
little boost and time away from 
assessments to make memories 
with friends. There was certainly 
nothing ‘silent’ about this disco, with 
laughter, singing, foot stomping and 
squeals of delight in every session. 
From Year 7 to Year 12, our students 
danced until their feet were sore and 
sang their hearts out; there was even 
a conga or two!

http://www.ticketsource.com/st-johns-catholic-school


❏ Tuesday 30 June- Year 11 Prom
❏ Thursday 2 July- Year 6 Welcome Evening
❏ Monday 6/ Tuesday 7 July- Little 
    Shop of Horrors school production
(www.ticketsource.com/st-johns-catholic-school)
❏ Thursday 9/ Friday 10 July- Year 6 Induction
❏ Tuesday 14 July- Whole school liturgies
❏ Friday 17 July- Break up for Summer
❏ Monday 20- Friday 24 July- Year 6 Summer 

School
❏ Thursday 13 August- A Level Results
❏ Thursday 20 August- GCSE Results Day
❏ Wednesday 2 September- School reopens for 

all students
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ClassCharts 
Year 7 Top Achievers

Eden T 7H
Katherine J 7J

Lily B 7O
Leon D 7H
Ethan P 7H

Year 8 Top Achievers
Nathan P 8J
Verity D 8M
Kristen R 8A
Belle D 8A
Illia K 8J

Year 9 Top Achievers
Lucy Con. 9J
Leland M 9Y
Rhys L 9Y
Tylor S 9Y
Ruby M 9H

Year 10 Top Achievers 
Mina S-E 10J
Jacob D 10J

Amber  W 10R
Chloe W 10O
Aela W 10O

A couple of weeks ago we took ‘I Heard a Whisper’ to a whole new 
level!

In honour of National Thank a Teacher Day, and Year 11 Celebration 
Day, we gave some of our Year 11 students a little mission.

The assignment was simple- show gratitude to the teachers and 
staff of St John’s who have helped make you into the young people 
you are. Those who have inspired you, made you feel valued, fought 
your corner, believed in you, brightened your day, made you love a 
subject you never thought you would and brought out the best in 

you. 
We gave students a set of categories and a box of sweet treats and 
set them off on a mission to spread joy. Check out the video on our 

Facebook and Instagram pages to see what happened next. 

MFL Stars of the Week: Olivia Walker 11N, Neve Oxley 9J,
Bokani Ndlovu 9O, Sam Etherington 9O

Artist of the Week

Ollie Airey, 9Y

iheardawhisper@stjohns.bhcet.org.uk

I Heard a Whisper…

There were outstanding performances on display at the Year 9 and Year 10 District Athletics Competition 
held at Shildon earlier this week. Our students were a credit to St John’s showing great self believe and 
confidence whilst also supporting their team. Several PBs were achieved which certainly helped Year 9 
girls secure 1st place. Year 9 boys came 2nd, just pipped to the post by Hummersknott and Year 10 girls 
placed 5th and Year 10 boys secured 4th.
In addition to this, our Year 8 and 9 girls put on a fantastic performance at the BHCET Netball 
Tournament. They showed outstanding skill, teamwork and resilience, finishing first place in the U15 
tournament and third in U13. Special congratulations goes to Indi, who received the BHCET Virtues 
Award - a brilliant recognition! Well done to our students and the PE Department!
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