
Monday 6 and Tuesday 7- Little Shop of Horrors performances, 7pm. We cannot wait to bring all of the hard 
work from the past few months together and see our incredibly talented cast take to the stage. There are still 
tickets available for both performances, and this really is a show not to be missed! 
www.ticketsource.com/st-johns-catholic-school During the interval for the performance we will also be having 
a table top sale of keyboards and other items from the Performing Arts department to raise additional funds 
for the upcoming refurbishment of the Main Hall and Performing Arts spaces, so come grab a bargain!
Wednesday 8-  We are looking forward to welcoming over 250 of our local primary school students into St 
John’s for a special matinee performance of Little Shop of Horrors. 
Thursday 9 and Friday 10-  Year 6 Induction Days. Following a successful Induction Evening last week where 
we met our brand new Year 7 students and parents/carers for September, we look forward to welcoming the 
students later this week for their Induction Days where they will be getting a taste of what September has in 
store. A reminder they should wear primary PE kit for Thursday and primary uniform for Friday. 
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Week B

Academic Excellence

Congratulations to our Year 9 Bronze and Year 10 Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award participants, who have recently 
completed their final expeditions and demonstrated outstanding resilience, teamwork and determination 

throughout.
Our Year 10 Silver group tackled a challenging expedition through the stunning landscapes of Swaledale, 
following sections of the Pennine Way and passing through Tan Hill, Keld, Muker, Gunnerside, Reeth and 

Langthwaite. Along the way, they showed excellent navigation skills and problem-solving, with one group even 
overcoming an unexpected four-mile detour before successfully finding their way back on track. Despite tired 

legs, aching feet and the persistent attentions of the local midges, students remained positive, supportive of one 
another and determined to complete the challenge.

Meanwhile, 32 Year 9 students successfully completed their Bronze Final Expedition in Middleton-in-Teesdale. 
Facing challenging conditions, including strong overnight winds that tested both their tents and their resolve, 

students worked brilliantly in their teams, supporting one another throughout the expedition. They demonstrated 
maturity, responsibility and perseverance, while also enjoying the opportunity to cook together and reflect on their 

achievements.
All of our DofE participants represented themselves, their families and the school exceptionally well. Their 

commitment, teamwork and positive attitude were evident throughout, and they should be incredibly proud of 
what they have accomplished, as we are of them.

Spotlight on… Duke of Edinburgh

On Friday it was the turn of 7N to visit the 
Auckland Project. They engaged brilliantly 
with the exhibitions in the Spanish Art 
Gallery, exploring the incredible collection 
of Art and discovering the stories behind 
the paintings, artists and culture. They 
immersed themselves in the activities, 
using what they had learned to inspire 
their own creative ideas and discussions.
All eight of our Year 7 tutor groups have 
now visited the Auckland Project. 
Throughout the visits, students have 
explored the rich local history and culture 
of Bishop Auckland, making valuable 
cross-curricular links across subjects while 
engaging with a range of experiences. A 
huge well done to all of our Year 7 
students for their enthusiasm, excellent 
behaviour and willingness to embrace 
every opportunity. 

On Friday 26 June, 
members of our 
choir teamed up 
with Durham 
Chorister School 
and members of 
Durham Cathedral 
Choir to deliver a 
wonderful service of 
Choral Evensong at 
St. Oswald's, 
Durham. This is the 
third year of 
partnership 
between our 
schools and, this 
year, Durham 
School were our 
hosts. Students 
participated in vocal 
workshops and 
rehearsals all day, as 
well as enjoying 
some down time on 
the playing fields 
and being treated to 
the most amazing 
school dinners. Our 
students were a real 
credit to St. John's, 
through their 
confident singing 
and immaculate 
conduct. A huge 
thank you to Mrs. 
Murray, Mr. Bowler, 
Mr. Cook, Mrs. 
Summers and all of 
the support team at 
Durham School for a 
fantastic day.

Throughout the past month, every tutor group in Year 7 has 
taken part in their first ever Geography field trip to High Force in 
Middleton-in-Teesdale, learning all about the waterfall, rock 
formation and the local landscape. Students were a credit to St 
John’s and they enjoyed some glorious weather on their days 
out. 

http://www.ticketsource.com/st-johns-catholic-school


❏ Tuesday 14 July- Whole school liturgies
❏ Friday 17 July- Break up for Summer
❏ Monday 20- Friday 24 July- Year 6 Summer 

School
❏ Thursday 13 August- A Level Results
❏ Thursday 20 August- GCSE Results Day
❏ Wednesday 2 September- School reopens for 

all students

Please note, any parents or carers who received 
confirmation of their child’s place on one of next 

year’s Soar and Explore trips will receive confirmation 
letters early this week with full details of payment 

plans and first deposits (due by 31 July). 
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ClassCharts 
Year 7 Top Achievers

Kimberley C (7O)
Cameron W (7O)
Adelaide W (7O)

Iona S (7O)
Lily B (7O)

Katherine J (7J)

Year 8 Top Achievers
Belle D (8A)

Daniel W (8O)
Natalia T (8J)
Belal Q (8A)
Verity D (8M)
Matilda T (8J)

Year 9 Top Achievers
Charlotte E (9O)

Isaac B (9H)
Issac B (9H)
Noah H (9A)

Sienna B (9M)
Milana D (9J)

Year 10 Top Achievers 
Thomas T (10A)

Iona A (10N)
Mina S-E (10J)
Ryan D (10A)

Maddison S (10A)
Harry W (10N)

We continue to have so many exciting events, activities and trips 
in our final weeks of this half term, and none of this, or the 

incredible support offered to our students, would be possible 
without our amazing staff.

Well done this week to Miss Allaway (LSA), Mrs Osborn (MFL), Mr 
Smith (Head of Year 8), Miss Crawford (MFL), Michael Stephenson 

(Learning Mentor), Miss Robinson (RE), Jayne Summerbell 
(Admin), Josh Park (Business Manager) and Mrs Hannant 

(Humanities) for their well deserved nominations and sweet 
treats.

Let us thank a member of staff on your behalf by dropping us an 
email:

MFL Stars of the Week: Olivia Walker 11N, Neve Oxley 9J,
Bokani Ndlovu 9O, Sam Etherington 9O

Artist of the Week

Ollie Airey, 9Y

iheardawhisper@stjohns.bhcet.org.uk

I Heard a Whisper…

1

Our Year 11 students all looked incredible as they came 
together as a year group for the final time on Tuesday 
evening to celebrate their prom in style. The Hammer and 
Pincers was the perfect venue and the evening was spent 
dancing, singing and celebrating all of their incredible 
achievements. A wonderful night was had by all and core 
memories were made!
We look forward to seeing many of them on their Results 
Day in August when we have no doubt there will be 
plenty more celebrations in store and all of their hard 
work will be rewarded. 

mailto:nrose@stjohns.bhcet.org.uk

