What are Special Educational Needs and Disability?

A special educationalneed (SEND) can be a number of different things. A student has SEN where
theirlearning difficulty or disability calls for provision which is different from or additional to that
normally availableto students of the same age.

For example, astudent may be having problems with reading, maths or behaviour, which school can

help by putting extrasupportinat school and by workingin partnership with yourself.

For some students this may be a temporary difficulty, while others may have along-term need.

There are four broad areas of special educational need:

Hwn e

Communication and interaction (C&l)
Cognitionandlearning (C&L)

Social emotional and mental health difficulties (SEMH)
Sensory and/or physical needs (S/PD)

Within these areas, categories of need could include:

General Learning Difficulties —children whoselearning progresses at a slower pace
Speech and Language Difficulties

Dyslexia (difficulties with reading, writing and spelling) SpLD

Dyspraxia (problems with body movement and co-ordination, organisation)
Dyscalculia (difficulties with numberwork)

Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)

ADD/ADHD (Attention Deficit Disorder/Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

Did you know?

At one pointintheirlives up to 20% of children/young people (1in 5) need support fora Special

Educational Need.



How does St. John’s help young people with Special Educational Needs?
St. John’s usesa‘graduated approach’ to meetthe needs of young people with additional needs.
Childrenlearnand develop atdifferent paces and in different ways.

Teachers recognise this and use different teaching styles, resources and plan different levels of work
inthe classroomto cater for the various ways childrenlearn. Thisis called Quality First Teaching. All
young people should be challenged to do their best and make good progress. The needs of the vast
majority of young people should be metthrough QFT. Students on the AR Register fall into this
category.

Students follow a broad and balanced curriculum. Where students require additional support,
resources orextension materials will be provided wherever possible. Some studentsrequirea
modified curriculum.

We will:

e Talk to parents/carersif we think theirchild has aspecial educationalneed and letthem
know what special help the school is giving

e Appointamember of staff as the Special Educational Need Co-ordinator (SENCO)

e Have a written Special Educational Needs policy —a copy is available on request

e Take account of the Special Educational Needs (SEN) Code of Practice



What does the SENDCO do?
SENDCO - Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator
If your child has an identified Special Educational Need the SENDCO will:

e Work withyouto discuss yourchild’s needsand listento any concerns you might have

e Endeavourto provide the right supportis put in place for yourchild

e Advise otherteachersand colleagues on how to help yourchild

e Arrange trainingforstaff so they understand yourchild’s needs

e Where necessary, work with other professionals who may be able to supportyourchild to
reach their potential. Other professionals may include (butis notlimited to):

- Specialistadvisors and teachers

- Medical professionals

- Educational psychologists

- Occupational therapists

- Sensory Support Service

- Speech and language therapists

- CAMHS —Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service
- One PointService



How are Special Educational Needs Identified?

Some students starting at St. John’s may have already beenidentified as having Special
Educational Needs. Those needs may have beenidentified by:

e You, as parentor carer;
e A primaryschool classteacher;
e A healthvisitor;

e Anothermedical professional

Ifit seemsthat your child may have unidentified special educational needs, the Special Needs Co -
ordinator (SENDCO) will assess:

e What your childisgood at and what they need help with;
e What your child would benefit from learning;
e How bestto helpyourchildlearn

Information about your child’s targets and any extra support they receive at school may be recorded
on a Pupil Profile, Support Plan or Provision Map.

Childrenthoughtto have special educational needs will be placed on the school’s special
educational needs registeraccording to their level of needs:

1. SEN SupportShort Note ( may take the form of emails notinga query or concernfroma
member of staff)

2. SEN Support

3. Statement/Education Health Care Plan

The level of support needed and received by pupils may change throughout theirtime at school. The
SEN register reflects thisandisa dynamicdocumentand reflects the graduate response.



What are Pupil Profiles, Support Plans and Provision Maps?

Young people whoselevel of need means that they need provision which is additional to and
different from provision available to all students may have a Pupil Profile, Support Plan or Provision
Map.

The above documents will be available to school staff so that suitable learning opportunities and
challenges may be offered.

Support Plans and Provisions maps detail the supportthatisrequired forayoungperson to make
progress.

St. John’s will share copies of Pupil Profiles or Support Plans with parents / carers and young people.

Young people will be consulted as to whatinformation they would like to share on their Pupil
Passport.

Parents/ carers and the young people themselves (where appropriate) will be involved in the Assess,
Plan, Do, Review process.



What is SEN support?

SEN School Support Plusis used where aSEN Short Note and Quality First Teaching has not helped
your child make adequate progress. At SEN Support the school will seek external advice from an
educational psychologist, the LA’s support services, the local Health Authority or from Social
Services.

If your child isreceiving SEN Support level of support these are some of the things you can expect
from St. John’s:

e Continuation of all help your child receives at QFT stage;
e Teachers, teachingassistants and the SENDCO will continueto work togetherto find ways to
supportyourchildin school;
e Theschool should seek additional advice from outside specialists such as health
professionals, specialist teachers or educational psychologists who would:
o Carry out furtherassessment of your child’s needs
o Provide advice toschools on how to best supportyourchild
o Suggestresourcesthatwould helpyourchild make progress
e You shouldreceive copies of any planning to meetyour child’s needs (Pupil Profile / Support
Plan/ Provision Map)
e Yourviewswill beimportantin planningforyourchild’s education. Regularreviewsand
Parents’ Evenings or provide the opportunity to review progress.

This extrasupportshould be enoughto supportyour child so that better outcomes can be achieved.

However, avery small number of young people may need further supportand the school may
suggestapplying foran Education Health Care Plan via a Statutory Assessment.



What are Education Health Care Plans?

If your child’s needs are very complex and /orsevere arequest can be made for the Local Authority
to carry out a Statutory Assessment foran Education Health Care Plan (EHC).

NB: EHCPs are replacing Statements of SEN. All pupils currently with a statement of SEN will be
reassessed for conversion toan Education Health Care Plan by the end of 2017.

e Thisis averydetailed assessment of yourchild’s needs. Parents or carers, the school and a
range of professionals will all be asked to provide reports

e Attheendof the assessment phase the Local Authority will considerthe advice to help
decide whetherornot to issue an Education Health Care Plan for your child.

e Asaparent/careryoualso have the rightto ask the Local Authority to carry out this
assessmentalthoughitisusually bestif you can do this with the support of the school.

If the Assessment shows that your child needs an Education Health Care Plan, a detailed individual
plan will be produced advising the school as to what they must do to support your child.

If the plan specifies health care provision the responsible commissioning body (usually the local
clinical commissioning group) mustarrange it.

If your child has an EHC the school must:

e Holdan Annual Review Meeting to which you and other professionals mustbe invited.
e Provide yourchild withthe supportspecified in theirstatement/ plan. This usually equates
to additional support for a part of the school week and may be group or individual support

We appreciate thisisavery complicated process so please seek advice from our school SENDCO or
SENDIAS Service.



