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Tropical rainforests contribute towards many of the world’s areas for 
natural beauty. Should we protect and preserve these magnificent 
ecosystems, or should we be using these wondrous habitats for the 
benefit of humans? This text will explore this unsurprisingly sensitive 
issue.  

 
Being a source of vast monetary wealth, rainforests are imperative to 
certain countries for their economic development: through the selling of 
valuable commodities, they raise millions of pounds which they can 
reinvest to support the citizens of their entire population. Of particular 
interest, the ground beneath rainforests contains a number of obtainable 
natural materials. Precious metals (such as aluminium, copper and gold) 
are mined and sold at a sizeable profit; diamonds are also in huge 
demand from around the globe. In addition to this, due to the sheer 
quantity exported and soaring prices, oil producers have been determined 
to maximise profits by extracting as much oil as they can from the rich 
and plentiful reserves deep beneath the surface. However, it is not just 
the resources below the ground which interest investors - many 
companies seek opportunities to clear the rainforest in order to utilise the 
land for alternative purposes. An example of this is cattle farming, which 
supplies countries such as China, Russia and the United States with 
huge quantities of cheap beef.  

 



 

Because of companies moving into our rainforests, deforestation is 

having a serious impact on the world’s climate. Not only does the cattle 
farming produce its own carbon dioxide emissions, but the initial burning 
of the rainforest emits dangerous gases into the atmosphere. It is ironic 
that the countries and businesses operating in rainforests are burning 
down the natural wonders that purify our air. Rainforests are the ‘lungs 
of the world’ for a good reason: they absorb harmful carbon dioxide 
and replenish the air with the essential oxygen that we breathe. If the 
rainforests are cut down, then the whole balance of the world’s 
atmosphere will be affected. When you also consider the fact that the 
Amazon Rainforest stores half of the world’s rainwater which is released 
back into the water cycle, if the rainforests continue to disappear, then 
droughts will alarmingly become a more common occurrence too.  

 
Another important benefit of the rainforests is that the huge companies 
(logging, oil and mining), cattle farmers and the owners of palm oil 
plantations provide numerous job opportunities for the thousands of 
people amongst local communities. Providing secure work, these 
industrial-scale employers offer contracts to many individuals who are 
poorly educated and would struggle to find other long-term opportunities 
of employment elsewhere. If these jobs were not available, families would 
suffer - surely these people deserve an income to improve their living 
standards? 

 
On the other hand, one could argue that these industries are blighting 
one of the most remarkable habitats on Earth. Some people believe that 
these companies are merely seeking a quick profit with their ‘slash and 
burn’ policies; once the initial benefits have been exploited, these vast 
areas of deforested land are simply deserted, leaving huge areas of 
barren, unfertile ground. No one can deny that the big businesses and 

the local communities may gain financial rewards from utilising the 
rainforest, however, they are also affecting the livelihood of a relatively 
low-key community of people: the indigenous people. These ancient tribes 
have lived in harmony with the rainforests around them for thousands 
of years but recently their homes have been destroyed by the ongoing 
deforestation. As these indigenous people have lived without contact with 
humans from the ‘outside world’, encroaching on their territory has 
resultantly spread multiple diseases to these people - their immune systems 
are yet to possess the strength to withstand foreign germs.  
 
 

 



 

Another advantage of rainforests is that they provide necessary and 

important products - many of which are now an essential part of our 
everyday lives. Multiple things we eat within our day-to-day diets (coffee, 
chocolate, nuts, bananas, sugarcane, cinnamon and papayas) have been 
grown and farmed there. In addition, the world’s manufacturing 
industries source materials which are required to produce numerous 
household items: timber, such as mahogany and teak; rubber and resin; 
and bamboo and rattan.  

 
Rainforests are perfectly suited to fulfilling our human needs. However, 
to fulfil these human needs, we are destroying the habitat which provides 
the perfect home for the diverse variety of wildlife and plants that live 
and grow there. Although rainforests cover less than 10% of the globe, 
they jaw-droppingly provide a home to almost 50% of the world’s entire 
collection of living things; it is thought that over 5 million different 
species reside in the rainforests and amazingly, scientists believe that 
there are many more waiting to be discovered. It is incredible that many 
pharmaceutical drugs are also harvested from the vast array of 
medicinal plants that grow in the hot, humid conditions. Many modern 
medicines derive from the rainforest: the rosy periwinkle (found in 
Madagascar) is used to treat leukaemia; anti-malarial drugs (containing 
a compound called quinine) are derived from the bark of the cinchona 
tree; and a natural product called diosgenin is used to help treat asthma. 
If we cut down the rainforests, we may be potentially destroying 
undiscovered natural life-saving treatments.  

 
In conclusion, this highly controversial issue arouses huge discussion 
all around the world. Opinions may vary for a number of reasons, each 
of which are specific from person-to-person: for someone who depends 
on the rainforests for their income, they are an invaluable lifeline yet for 

an environmentalist, their determination to save the rainforests overrides 
any other factor whatever the cost. Undoubtedly, the destruction of the 
rainforests raises a great deal of debate but perhaps there is a question 
that needs to be asked by all: whose need should take priority? Is it 
that of human beings or nature? The choice is yours.   

 
 


