
 

 

 

Reading Strategies Checklist 

 Look at the picture to help, does it give any clues? 

 

 Sound it out (But remember not all words can be sounded 
out, some are tricky ‘Red’ words because they don’t 
sound as they should e.g. said, no, go, come) 
 

 Try to remember if you’ve read this word before. 

 

 Break the word down into syllables (small parts). 
 

 Look for smaller words inside the word. 

 

 Miss out the difficult word, carry on reading to the end 

of the sentence and come back to it to try and make 

sense of it after you have read the rest. 

 

 Go back and read a word or sentence again if it doesn’t 

sound like it makes sense. 

 

 Use the punctuation marks (full stops, commas, 
exclamation marks and question marks) to help make 

sense of what you are reading. 

Suggestions to help with reading at home: 

 Before reading a new book, discuss the front 

cover.  Look for the names of the author and 

illustrator.  

 

 Let your child look through the whole book 

independently BEFORE beginning to read it.  

Encourage them to tell you a story through the 

pictures first before reading it to you. 

 

 Encourage your child to make predictions about 

the story – “What do you think will happen?” 
 

 Encourage your child to put on a narrator’s voice 

using expression and try to use different voices 

for characters in the story. 

 

 Try to help your child to make connections with 

their own experiences… “Remember when we…” 
“That’s like when you…” 
 

 After reading, get your child to retell the story 

to you, question them about the main parts. 

 

 Ask them if they liked the book and encourage 

them to tell you why/why not. 

 Remember home reading is for your child to read 

90-95% of the text independently. 


