
 St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

 Reception Curriculum Map 2022/23 

 Topic Core Texts Possible 
interests 

Phonics PSED Literacy Maths PD RE UTW EAD 

Autumn 1 Is It Okay To Be 
Different? 

* What Makes Me a 
Me? 

*The Big Book of 
Families 

* My Five Senses 
* *Take Off Your 

Brave  
* Pumpkin Soup 

* School life 
* All about me 

* My family/Pets 
* My body and 

senses 
*Autumn 

CVC words 
 

Unit 1: a i m s 
t  

Unit 2: n o p 
Unit 3: b c g h  
Unit 4: d e f v 
Unit 5: k l r u  
Unit 6: j w z 

Unit 7: x y ff ll 
ss zz 

double letter 
spellings 

 Settling 
in/School 
routines  

  
 Positive 

relationships 
 

Express and 
understand 

their feelings. 
 

Basic health 
and hygiene  

 

Name writing 
 

Read and write 
CVC Words 

 
Lists and labels 

 
Listen to and 
understand a 

range of stories, 
poems and non-

fiction texts 
 

Characters/ 
settings/events 

Matching and 
sorting 

 
Comparing 
mass and 
capacity 

 
Patterns and 

shapes 
 

Time 
 

Representing 1-
5 
 
 

Dominant 
hand 

 
Use small 
tools e.g. 
tweezers, 

scissors and 
cutlery 

 
Negotiate 
safe space 

when playing 
 

Develop skills 
for transition 
- mealtimes 

Myself 
 
 

Welcome 
 
 

Judaism 
 
 

Birthdays 

Understand 
their own life 

story  
 

Explore 
different 

occupations/ 
celebrations 

 
Observe and 
describe the 

natural world 
– senses and 

seasons 
 
 

Explore tools, 
materials and 

colours 
 

Sing songs and 
perform short 

narratives 
 

Autumn 2 Can Anyone Be 
A Hero?  

*People Who Help Us 
*Tree 

*Supertato Veggies 
Assemble  

* There’s A 
Superhero In My 

Book 
*The Nativity 

* Jobs 
* Community 

helpers 
* Superheroes 

* Festivals 
*Winter/weather 
*Nocturnal animals 

Spring 1 Can You Take A 
Picture? 

*The Toy Museum 
*Toys and Games 

Then & Now 
*The Huge Bag Of 

Worries 
*Rain Before 

Rainbows 
*The Night Pirates 

Past and present 
Human life cycles 

Local history 
Victorians 
Weather 
Pirates 

Transport 
 

Adjacent 
consonants 

 
 Unit 8: VCC 

and CVCC 
Unit 9: 
CCVC  

Unit 10: 
CCVCC, 

CVCCC and 
CCCVC 

 
Healthy 

choices and 
being safe 

 
Understand 
and follow 

simple rules 
 

Moderate 
their own 
feelings 

Reading and 
writing simple 
phrases and 

captions 
 

Lowercase and 
Capital letters 

 
Making 

predictions 
 

Story 
sequencing/ 

maps/retelling 

Composition of 
1-5 

 
Length and 

height 
 

Pairs 
 

Combining 
groups 

 
Number bonds 

 
3D shapes 

Develop 
fluent writing 
with a tripod 

grip 
 

Movements – 
hop, crawl, 
skip, jump, 
dance, skip 

and run 
 

Dress and 
undress with 

independence 
 

Celebrating 
 
 

Gathering 
 
 

Growing 

Discuss the 
past through 

books 
 

Explore 
different 

religions and  
cultures 

 
Explore 

changes in 
the natural 

world  
 

Maps 

Refine their 
ideas and 
creations 

 
Create 

collaboratively 
and discuss 

their creations  

Spring 2 What Is In My 
Garden? 

*Mad About 
Minibeasts 

*How Does An Egg 
Hatch 

*The Odd Egg 
*Superworm 

 

* Minibeasts 
* Life cycles 

* Planting and 
growing 

* Being healthy 
* Seasonal 
Changes 

Summer 1 Who Wrote My 
Story? 

*The Three Little Pigs 
*Shhhh! 

*Smartest Giant In 
Town 

*Elmer 
*Aliens Underpants 

*Authors 
*Role play 

*Story maps  
*Summer 

*Traditional Tales 
 

Two letter 
spellings/ 
Extended 

Code  
 

 Unit 11: sh, 
ch, th, ck, 

wh, ng, <q> 
<u> 

 
Manage their 

own needs 
 

Set and work 
towards 

simple goals 
 

Show 
confidence/ 

perseverance 
 

Sentence 
construction  

 
Writing for a 

purpose 
 

Capital letters, 
fingers spaces, 

full stops 
 

Predictions 
and inventing 

Building past 10 
 

Shape 
manipulation 

 
Addition and 
Subtraction 

 
Odd and Even 

 
Doubling and 

sharing 

Develop 
accuracy - 

drawing and 
letter 

formation 
 

Demonstrate 
strength, 

coordination 
and balance  

 
Ball games 

Good News 
 
 

Friends 
 
 

Islam 
 
 

Our World 

Compare 
features of 

past and 
present 

 
Countries and 

habitats 
 

Contrasting 
environments  

Design, adapt 
and use props 
to support role 
play/learning 

 
Perform and 
retell stories 

through 
roleplay  

Summer 2 
 

What Will I Find 
Around The 

World? 

*Dear Zoo 
*Here We Are 

*One Day On Our 
Planet 

*Clean Up 
*Billy and the Beast 

* Habitats 
*The World 

* Environment 
* Animals 

*Food 


