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Daily Readings.
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Day and date Holy Mass and Services ~intentions
gygizy’l‘:; gﬁtmh ' Sunday Holy Mass at Holy Rosary at 10.00 AM Parishioners
M‘ond'a‘y 2’.@ March | Holy Mass at Holy Rosary at 10.00am Winnie & Angela Rowden
Tuesday,3'>“.fMa_rch o : Holy Mass at St Joseph’s School at 10.00am | Well-being of Fr. Gerard Burns
e th = ‘ Exposition and Evening Prayer at 6.15pm
_Wedneéd?y 7t March 'Holy Mass at Holy Rosary at 7.00pm Stephen Allison
'I'rhu\r'sday‘5"‘ March Holy Mass at Holy Rosary at 9.30 am P Morgan
'Frid'ay.s"»‘ March Holy Mass at St. John’s 10.00 am Michael Finn
= =
\sf';::t:‘;:?hzgz S‘M:;;:f Pl Vigil Holy Mass at St John'’s at 5.30 Pm Parishioners

: Rk Sunday Holy Mass at Holy Rosary at 10.00 am Darren Taylor
Sunday 8" March
3" Sunday of Lent Stations of the Cross at St Johp’s at 5.00pm

followed by Exposition and Evening Prayer

Flease pray for the sick:

Carol Brownlee

Robert Dalton

Dorothy Davis

Sheila Allen Maureen Braithwaite Ann Christeson

Bill Devine Judy Houchen Sheiia Hunt Brian Kane Mary Langsdale Sarah McAllister
Rev. Dan Mckie | Grace Ollie Christine Roaney | Bill Simpson Fr John Skivington | Peter Smith
Judith Sowerby | Anne Ward Margaret Wilkie Kate Williams | Fr Gerard Burns Ziggy Paczinski

Please pray for those who have di

ed recently. May

they rest in Pea

ce. Amen.

Jack McCabe ‘Carol Stoves Kathleen Grainger | Edith Robinson | Ernie Nardone Durnan Clarke-Barnes
Tony Canty Thomas Peters Brian Nicholls Denis Murphy | Bridget McGoldrick | Georgina McQuilling
Peter Horan Vivian Suttill -Helen Webb Mary Bewley Christopher Madden | Edmund (Eddie) Wilson

Chris Allison

Stephen Allison

Trevor Pennington

Sheila Holmes

Lenten Services & Events
Stations of the Cross this week are at St John’s on Sunday 8" March at 5.00 pm.
Lent lunch this week is at North Billingham Methodist Church on Friday 6" March at 12.00 pm

First Holy Communion Children

This week the First Holy Communion children will be
meeting after School for their next session and they
will have a short liturgy during the Masses at the
weekend.

Confirmation Mass

March at 7.00pm for Confirmations. Please keep the
Candidaies in your prayers.

'SVP Coffee Morning: Sunday 1st March

There will be tea, coffee and biscuits in the Medway
after Mass this Sunday morning to help raise funds.
Please join us to enjoy a cuppa and some cake.

Lent Lunches

Churches Together are organising Lent Lunches for an
opportunity to meet together for a simple lunch and
fellowship. We start at Midday and any donations will
be divided between Cafod and Christian Aid:

Fri 20 Feb: St Aidan’s

Fri 27 Feb: St Columba’s

Fri 6 Mar: North Billingham Methodist
Wed 11 Mar: Holy Rosary

Fri 20 Mar: St Cuthbert's

Fri 27 Mar: St Columba’s

| This week’s Lenten lunch is at North Billingham

Methodist Church on Friday 6th March at 12.00 noon.

Fr Adrian's Lent Quiz
It's ‘here! Fr Adrian’s legendary Lenten Quiz is live.
Grab your thinking caps and give it a go today!!

All Our Yesterdays

Help us upgrade these pages! If you have photos,
videos, or memories of parish life, please share them
with Fr. Adrian and help us to create a living history of

| our Parish.

| Visit our Prayer Wall this Lent

Light a virtual candle this Lent by visiting the Prayer

1 Wall on our parish website - a dedicated space to
share intentions and join our community in prayer.

Welcome to Our New Altar Servers!

We are absolutely thrilled to officially welcome our three
new Altar Servers! Following Fr Adrian's introduction last
week, please join us in celebrating the Okpan brothers:
Nesta, Malcolm, and Damian. It would be fantastic if you
could share your congratulations with them in person.
Make sure to visit our website to check out their official
welcome and a great photo montage!

Friendship Group:
We meet every first Tuesday in the Medway at 6.30
pm. Everyone is welcome so come and join us! &

Tea, Coffee and a Chat:
Join us on Thursdays in the Medway at 11am for tea,
coffee, biscuits and a chat. All are welcome.

SVP Food Hub: Fridays, 12.00 noon — 2.00 pm in the
Medway. Everyone is welcome.

SVP Summer Camps (Holy Island): Booking now

for School Years 5-7. An all-inclusive residential week

(transport, food & activities provided). Details:
v icrosi -

Holy Island Volunteers: Help needed for kitchen,
caretaking & leaders. Summer/Term time. Details:
https://svp.org.uk/microsite/ozanam-camp, or email:

BarbaraT@svp.org.uk

St Patrick’s Day Party

Jig the night away with the fabulous ‘Blind Stag’
supporting CAFOD and SVP fundraising. Synthonia
Suites, Belasis Avenue, Billingham TS23 1LH  This
takes place on Friday, 20th March, 2026 from 6.30 rPM to
11.00 rui. Adults: £8-Children: £4. For tickets; pleasecall
07843 245257 or collect them at the end of weekend
Mass.

‘Little Joe’s’ at St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, is
a new, welcoming playgroup for parents, babies and
toddlers. It offers a relaxed space for parents to chat,
while children enjoy fun activities - including visiting our
sensory room. Little Joe’s will start on Friday 6th
March 2026, between 9 — 10:30a.m. and will run each

-Friday. We would love to welcome families from our

community to join us. Please spread the word and we
look forward to seeing you there! More information is
available from our school office 01642 560056.




2nd Sunday of Lent (A)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face.
It is your face, O Lord, that | seek;

hide not your face from me.

Cf. Ps 26:8-9

COLLECT

O God, who have commanded us

to listen to your beloved Son,

be pleased, we pray,

to nourish us inwardly by your word,

that, with spiritual sight made pure,

we may rejoice to behold your glory.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING

Areading from the Book of Genesis. Genesis 12:1-4a

In those days: The Lorp said 1o Abram, ‘Go from your
countiry and your kindred and your father’s house to the land
that | will show you. And | will make of you a great nation,
and | will bless you and make your name great, so that you
will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and him
who dishonours you | will curse, and in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed.’

So Abram went, as the Lorp had told him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 33(32):4-5. 18-19. 20, 22. R.22

R. May your merciful love be upon us,
as we hope in you, O Lorp.

The word of the Lorb is upright,

and all his works to be trusted.

The Lorp loves justice and right,

and his merciful love fills the earth. R.

Yes, the Lorp’s eyes are on those who fear him,

who hope in his merciful love,

to rescue their soul from death,

to keep them alive in famine. R.

Our soul is waiting for the Lorp.

He is our help and our shield.

May your merciful love be upon us,

as we hope in you, O Lorp, R.

SECOND READING

Areading from the Second Letter of Saint Paul to Timothy.
2 Timothy 1:8b-10

Beloved: We share in suffering for the gospel by the power of God,
who saved us and called us to a holy calling not because of our
works, but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave
us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been
manifested through the appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the

gospel.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1st March 2026

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL

Glory to you, O Christ, Wisdom of God the Father.
From a bright cloud, the Father’s voice was heard:
‘This is my beloved Son, listen to him’.

Glory to you, O Christ, Wisdom of God the Father.

GOSPEL Matthew 17:1-9

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: Jesus took with him Peter and James and John his
brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And
he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the
sun, and his clothes became white as light. And behold, there
appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. And Peter
said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, |
will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and
one for Elijah.” He was sitill speaking when, behold, a bright
cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased; listen

to him.” When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces
and were terrified. But Jesus came and touched them, saying,
‘Rise, and have no fear.’ And when they lifted up their eyes, they
saw no one, but Jesus only. And as they were coming down the
mountain, Jesus commanded them, ‘Tell no one the vision, until
the Son of Man is raised from the dead.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May this sacrifice, O Lord, we pray,
cleanse us of our faults

and sanctify your faithful in body and mind
for the celebration of the paschal festivities.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Mt 17:5
This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased;
listen to him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

As we receive these glorious mysteries,

we make thanksgiving to you, O Lord,

for allowing us while still on earth

to be partakers even now of the things of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

151 MARCH 2026

On this second Sunday: of Lent we
are presented with the episode of
the Transfiguration of the Lord. In a
mysterious event Jesus anticipates the

glory of his resurrected body in the
presence of Peter, James, and John.
On his way down the mountain,
he instructed them not to speak
about this until after he was raised
from the dead. In saying this, Jesus
is instructing us about the essential
link between his death and his
transfiguration. There can be no such
transfiguration without a prior death.
The essence of being a Christian is to
share in the dearh and resurrection
of Jesus. When we look around at
our world, we all are crying out for
a transfiguration of ugliness into
beauty, of lies into truth, of evil into
goodness. We are eager for a “new
heaven and a new earth”. There are
those who put their faith in a belief
in endless “progress” made possible
by ever increasing leaps in science

2ND SuNDAay OF LENT

Sunday

and technology. Instead, Jesus tells

“Unless a grain of wheat falls
into the earth and dies, it remains
alone; but if it dies, it bears much
fruit” (Jn. 12,24). Lent is the paschal
journey of dying with Christ so as
to rise with Christ. It is a matter of
dying to our ego so as to be able to
empty ourselves in prayer before our
Father in heaven, and reach out in
love to our neighbour. It is only in
this way that our lives will truly be
transfigured.

POPE FRANCIS’ ENCYCLICAL g

273. In this regard, T wish to cite the following memorable
statement: “If there is no transcendent truth, in obedience
to which man achieves his full identity, then there is no sure
principle for guaranteeing just relations between people. Their
self-interest as a class, group or nation would inevitably set them
in opposition to one another. If one does not acknowledge
transcendent truth, then the force of power takes over, and
each person tends to make full use of the means at his disposal
in order to impose his own interests or his own opinion,
with no regard for the rights of others. .. The root of modern
totalitarianism is to be found in the denial of the transcendent
dignity of the human person who, as the visible image of the
invisible God, is therefore by his very nature the subject of
rights that no one may violate — no individual, group, class,
nation or state. Not even the majority of the social body may
violate these rights, by going against the minority”. 6

26262] SAINT JOIIN PAUL 11, Encyclical Lerter Centesimus Annus (1 May 1991), 44: AAS 82 (1991), 849.

g Jubilee of Semmauans%é

Meditation Pope St. John Paul IT
6 August 1999

In the event of the Transfiguration we contemplate the
mysterious encounter between history, which is being built
every day, and the blessed inheritance that awaits us in
heaven in full union with Christ, the Alpha and the Omega,
the Beginning and the End. We, pilgrims on earth, are
granted to rejoice in the company of the transfigurcd Lord
when we immerse ourselves in the things of above through
prayer and the celebration of the divine mysteries. But, like
the disciples, we too must descend from Tabor into daily life
where human events challenge our faith, On the mountain we
saw; on the paths of life we are asked tirelessly to proclaim
the Gospel which illuminates the steps of believers... let us
pray that cvery Christian will know how to draw courage and
constancy from contemplating Christ, who ‘reflects the glory
of God and bears the very stamp of his nature’ (Heb 1:3), in
order to proclaim and witness faithfully through his words
and works. May Mary, our tender and caring Mother, help us
to be bright rays of the saving light of her Son Jesus.
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