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Intent
​At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we aim to engage, motivate and encourage all children to develop a curiosity and desire to want to learn about the people, events and lifestyles of the past. Through our teaching and learning of history, we aim to develop the children’s deeper understanding of the past by allowing them to engage in stimulating history lesson and practical experiences to develop a coherent understanding of the past.

The staff and children at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School are passionate and enthusiastic about history. This is demonstrated through effective classroom teaching, engagement with resources including a whole school timeline and opportunities to look around the history of the local area. The History curriculum has been developed around the requirements of the National Curriculum; providing children with opportunities to develop both the substantive and disciplinary historical knowledge they need to become historians. In addition to this, the history curriculum is tailored to the needs of the children at St Joseph’s to ensure that all learners, including those with SEND, can engage and progress in their learning. 

Throughout their time at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, all children are able to access trips to see history in the local area as well as allowing opportunities for experts to come into school to share their knowledge and experiences with the children. By giving the children these opportunities, we are allowing them to experience history in real life, which we hope will encourage some of the children to consider a career in history.
It is our intention that children become competent historians who can pose and answer historical questions, compare aspects of history and present their research in exciting ways. Through our curriculum, children are able to study a wide variety of historical periods including aspects of ancient history, modern history and the history of our local area. Each year group studies their history units in a chronological order using the 5 golden threads of history as a tool to ensure progression across the school. 
Implementation
​To successfully embed our history values at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we provide the following:
· History lessons that follow the skills and knowledge outlined in the National Curriculum to ensure that we deliver a broad and balanced coverage of the subject.
· Delivery of lessons by staff who have a strong subject knowledge of History to ensure the pupils make progress through the key phases as well as providing training and support for staff who do not feel confident with the subject. 
· Access to high quality resources and artefacts to enhance the children’s learning experience. 
· Access to a range of trips to historical sites, history in the local area as well as experts visiting school to enhance the children’s learning. 
· A History curriculum that develops children’s substantive and disciplinary knowledge using the 5 golden threads to ensure progression. These 5 golden threads include studies into inventions and legacy; leadership, power and beliefs; invasion and conflict; lifestyle and entertainment and development of medicine. 
· Opportunities for children to use media and technology to aid their research and presentation of history. 
· Lessons that immerse children in historical vocabulary and allow them to use this confidently. New vocabulary is taught explicitly and displayed within the classroom. 
· A whole school timeline which can be used to aid children’s understanding of chronology of British and World History. This resource is colourful and appropriate for all key phases.
· Opportunities to celebrate different elements of history that do not fall into the curriculum throughout the year including Remembrance Day, the Queen’s Jubilee and Black History Month. Staff speak to children about how these events have and will shape history.
· Regular opportunities to discuss historical figures and events through other subjects including Guided Reading, Writing, Science and during assemblies. 
· Opportunities for all children to be assessed on their previous knowledge every lesson through retrieval questions to ensure knowledge in embedded into their long-term memory. Children participate in age-appropriate knowledge assessments at the end of the unit of history to assess their learning. This data is monitored by the history lead as well as feeding into knowledge assessment questions within future lessons. 
· Opportunities for all children to be assessed on their development of historical knowledge and concepts using challenge questions which ensure that children demonstrate their disciplinary knowledge. 
· Adaptions to the curriculum for children with SEND to ensure that they can engage with the teaching and demonstrate their understanding when presenting history. These include the use of scaffolding, alternative ways of presenting historical knowledge and high-quality modelling from the teacher. 

The History curriculum has been designed by the staff as a whole, considering the objectives outlined in the National Curriculum as well as elements of history that may be of interest to the children. This includes elements of local history. Children are encouraged to ask questions during history lessons which may shape further learning opportunities. 

 
Impact
The impact of our History curriculum can be measured and monitored in a variety of different ways including;
· Learning walks and lesson observations by SLT and History subject leader. 
· Teacher assessment through questioning of prior knowledge each lesson and assessment of overarching challenge questions within each unit
· Observations of staff by others through the coaching model
· Looking at children’s work in books on a termly basis 
· Data analysis and tracking of knowledge and skills at the end of each unit
· Pupil voice interviews 
· Reports to governors
· Conversations with staff to ensure training needs are met
 
It is the responsibility of the subject leader to triangulate this evidence to ensure consistency across the whole school.
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