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Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

This feast comes at Christmas, a time when families are thrown together
more than usual. A sense of humour can help, as we are reminded of
family resemblances both physical and personal! A sense of gratitude too
is not out of place-gratefulness especially to parents who always love us.
A sense of service, when we make the extra effort to be helpful and kind,
would be a real Christmas gift to all the family. A sense of belonging can
help us experience the love and joy of being part of this particular family.

Right To Life UK
Pro Life Prayers

Christian Aid Middle East Crisis Appeal
International development charity Christian Aid is
appealing for more help in boosting funds to
continue to support its local partners.

Church leaders are being urged to renew appeals
for donations - every amount will make a difference;
£6 will pay for a basic hygiene kit while a donation of
£37 will pay for a food parcel for a family of five in

Gaza.
Further details on what is being done with the
money is in the press release attached.
To make a donation, please visit the Middle East
Crisis Appeal page on the Christian Aid website.

“Let us pray for all those worried about
not having the resources to support their
new baby, that they would have the faith
of Mary and Joseph that God will provide

and watch over them. Lord hear us”.

FR PHIL AND FR ANDREW WISHES YOU ALL
A& VERY HAPPY, BLESSED AND GRACEFILLED
CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR!

800™ Anniversary of the Crib
This year marks the 800th Anniversary of the First Nativity Crib, created by St Francis of Assisi in Greccio
in Italy in 1223. To mark this special anniversary, and to pray for our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land,
we pray “a child’s prayer” at Christmas.

"Dear Jesus, At this time of year, we picture you in the stable at Bethlehem, with Mary and Joseph, a pic-
ture of peace and family love, surrounded by the animals and adoring shepherds. We pray that the peace
you brought into the world on that first Christmas night will return to our world, and the light of your
guiding star will lead us all one day to be with you in Heaven. Amen."

Prayer by Michael Byrne KGCHS Lieutenant for England and Wales, Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre
of Jerusalem

Sick in our Parish

Please pray the sick of our community, especially
Brenda Harmer, Fr John Johnson, Pauline Fowler and
remembering all the patients in Wrightington and
Wigan hospital and our local Hospice.

Heal thy servants, O Lord, who ate sick and put their
trust in Thee. Send them help O Lord, and comfort
from thy Holy Place.
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Pray for all those who have died

In your charity please pray for Kirsty Aspinall and
Marleen McGuire who have died and for all those
whose anniversaries occur about this time. In this

month we particulatly remember the Holy Souls.

Eternal rest grant on to them,
O Lotd, and let perpetual light shine upon them, may
they rest in your peace. Amen.
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Catholic New Years Resolutions

Are you considering making a New Year resolution? Losing weight, eating healthier, exercising more regularly, getting more
sleep, or quitting a bad habit are probably top your New Year’s resolution list for 2024. Have you thought about making a
spiritual resolution for 20247 It’s great to focus on physical health, but what about your spiritual health? What might a
spiritual resolution look like? New Year resolutions need to be realistic. They are not only about giving something up but
about doing something to help in our Spiritual growth, bringing us closer in our relationship to our God.

Here are some resolutions you may want to consider for the new year.

. Begin your day by consecrating yourself, your family and friends to the Sacred Heart of Jesus through the Sorrowful
and Immaculate Heart of Mary.

. Pray the Rosary each day. A powerful weapon against evil.

. Abstain from meat on a Wednesday or Friday or maybe both. Fasting makes our prayers even more powerful.

. Pray the Stations of the Cross on Fridays, honouring our Lords passion and crucifixion on the cross.

. Pray through a devotional book.

. Read a spiritual book.

. Read or pray with the Bible each day. Fr Michael Schmitz has a video on you tube which takes you through the Bible in
a year, giving us a better understanding of the Word of God.

. Go on a pilgrimage.

. Spend 15 minutes with the Lord each day before the Blessed Sacrament.

These are just some suggestions to help us along our spiritual journey for the coming year.

MISSION STATEMENT OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LIVERPOOL
“Taking to heart the last words of the Lord Jesus, we will go into the world to proclaim the Good News to the whole
of Creation”




