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LO: I can analyse sources of 
evidence to form a conclusion



What are sources of evidence?

Any leftover from the past can be 
considered a source. Sources provide us 
with information to help us understand 
the past. Some examples of sources are: 

art, sculpture, photographs, letters, 
stories, diaries, artefacts…



Primary or Secondary?
Can you come up with a definition for a primary source by reading the 

information below?

Primary Sources:

• diary entry recalling events 
that were witnessed;

• letter telling someone
about something that they 
saw happening;

• photograph of an event;

• artefact (e.g. a tool or 
weapon) from a particular 
time in history.

Not Primary Sources:

• textbook written by a 
historian;

• someone retelling stories they 
were told by their 
grandparents;

• an encyclopaedia entry about 
an historical event;

• an academic journal article 
written for pupils.



Primary Source 
Primary sources are original first-hand accounts of an event, topic or 
historical time period. 



• textbook written by a historian; 
• someone retelling stories they were told by their grandparents;
• an encyclopedia entry about an historical event;
• an academic journal article written for pupils.

Secondary Sources
So how would you define secondary sources? Look at the examples below 
to help you:

A secondary source is a second-hand account 
that interprets primary sources. They often 
use primary sources as the basis for 
their content. 



A lecture given in 2018 by a professor of the Victorian period about life 
in Edinburgh in the 1890s.

Which of these are primary sources 
and which are secondary?

A photograph of the Queen on the day she opened the Scottish 
Parliament.

A sword from the 1600s.

Textbook for school children about the Roman Empire.

Letter from someone involved in the Battle of Britain..



Advantages of Primary Sources
What are the advantages of primary sources over secondary sources?

Primary sources are eye-witness accounts so they are generally considered 
to be more reliable. 

Secondary sources have had to interpret primary sources to get their 
information. This means that when we read a secondary source, we are 
reading someone’s perspective on a primary source. 



Look at these sources of evidence. Think about if 
they are they primary or secondary sources?

Remember: A primary source was created AT THE TIME of the event. 





Answers:

Primary Sources
Anne Frank’s diary
A ration book from WWII
WWII Veteran
Winston Churchill’s quote
A letter from an evacuee
Propaganda poster
Photo from the Anderson 
Shelter

Secondary Sources
Film set in WWII
Game set in WWII
Useful website
2018 Newspaper
An educated talk



Task:
Examine the primary sources on the 
worksheet ‘Sources to Examine’.

1. Examine the extracts or 
photographs, thinking about what 
information it gives us about The 
Blitz.

2. Does this source show that Britain 
is winning the Second World War 
or that things are going badly. 

3. Write the source into the table 
correctly (you can summarise the 
information or write where the 
information is from).



How to set it out:
Britain Winning the 

War
Things are going 

badly

Source 4: Winston Churchill 
broadcast 27 April 1941.
‘This indeed is a grand heroic 
period of our history, and the 
light of glory shines upon all’.

LO: I can analyse sources of evidence to 
form a conclusion

Write the source 
name and summarise 
the information OR 
copy a quote. 




