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	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024-2025

	Date this summary was published
	Oct 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	Oct 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Miss K Collier 

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Mrs H Horridge

	Name of local music hub 
	Bolton Music Service 

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our students across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help students and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our students’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that students can achieve.
	Music at St Joseph’s is part of the Performing Arts Curriculum area. 
Performing Arts - St Joseph’s R.C. High School
Music is a practical, collaborative subject, which develops students’ abilities to think creatively, whilst expanding and showcasing students’ musicianship skills. The students work independently as musicians and as ensembles to deliver effective and memorable performances with regular peer feedback. Students will have the resilience to develop knowledge of different musical genres and theory knowledge, whilst experimenting creatively with composition tasks, whilst building confidence through performance and appraisal.
The school music curriculum for Y7-Y9 is available for parents/carers in the Knowledge Organisers that all students have access to. 
Students are provided with 1 hour of Music per fortnight in Year 7 and Year 8. Students can opt to study Music for a GCSE qualification at Key Stage 4. All students regardless of ability, background or additional needs are provided with the same opportunities to access the Music curriculum. 
Music has the ability to enable collaboration and engagement of all students with inclusion being a key part of the Music and whole school curriculum. Schemes of work are diverse and enriching for all students and through effective planning and comprehensive student knowledge barriers to learning are removed from Music lessons. Some students with additional needs have reasonable adjustments in the Music classroom such as noise cancelling headphones or regulation time made available to them. 
The Key Stage 3 Music curriculum is informed by the Model music curriculum model music curriculum (March 2021) and includes 
· Singing
· Listening 
· Composing 
· Performing 
Through the curriculum students have opportunities to sing as solos or as ensembles from a range of different music genres. Students are provided with the opportunities to learn a range of different instruments such as keyboard and ukulele. 
Music forms an integral part of the wider curriculum offer with enrichment activities forming a key part of this. Students are offered the opportunity to take part in a range of peripatetic music lessons.
The school also has a choir with students across the full range of year groups. 
St Joseph’s works closely with Bolton Music Service to offer enrichment lessons, support the choir and support staff professional development. Members of the music department attend the local schools Music Hub. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]At GCSE students study GCSE Music from the Eduqas specification. Eduqas have used the opportunity to have a curriculum change to redesign a qualification that reflects the demands of a truly modern and evolving music environment – a qualification that enables students to apply themselves musically and gives them the skills to succeed in their chosen pathway. The Eduqas course involves three components; Composition, Performance and the appraisal exam. Students will develop their music theory and listening skills throughout ks3 and 4 to support the written component. 
Clear and coherent structure – A straightforward structure with three engaging components, assessed through practical performances, compositions and one externally examined paper. 
Provides a real music focus – the key content of musical elements, musical contexts and musical language are taught through the areas of study and set works to show real examples of how these are used within different types of music. 
Holistic understanding of music – students investigate, analyse and evaluate music and its features. Building on this, and by using practical methods, students are encouraged to take a more holistic view of their knowledge, performance and compositional skills. 
Breadth and depth – the set works enable students to conduct in-depth studies into different musical styles and genres, and put them in a wider context. 
Diverse musical heritage – students will learn to perform, compose and appreciate different types of music, developing critical and creative thinking, cultural, aesthetic and emotional awareness, and the ability to make music individually and as part of a group. 
Continuous progression – the content builds on the understanding developed at Key Stage 3, avoiding unnecessary repetition while also ensuring that students new to the subject are appropriately supported. 
Progression to AS and A Level – the content allows students to develop their knowledge and skills of music, enabling them to progress into the AS and A Level qualifications in Music.
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Part B: Extra-curricular music
This is about opportunities for students to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how students can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	St Joseph’s offers a range of enrichment opportunities for Music tuition. Bolton Music Service offer one-to-one and small-group tuition for students in
· Vocals
· Piano
· Strings
· Brass
· Guitar
· Drums
As part of the one-to-one and small-group tuition students can study towards musical exam grades. Students that opt for GCSE music have instrumental tuition lessons from Bolton Music Service as part of the course, these are included free of charge to students as part of the course. Students in Year 7 and Year 8 or Year 9 to 11 that do not study towards GCSE Music can participate in instrumental lessons that are paid for independently. Pupil premium students are offered these lessons free of charge. 
Students at St Joseph’s can participate in the school choir as part of the wider school enrichment. The future development of Music provision is to include ensemble bands where students can participate in music-making together. 
The Music room at St Joseph’s has the main room and smaller practice rooms that students can use to rehearse or practice individually or in groups in unstructured time or after school following arrangements with the Music teacher. 





Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Music at St Joseph’s offers a range of musical experiences across the school. Musical performances and whole school singing are part of regular assemblies and liturgies in school. 
Students take part in musical performances in show case events, school productions and performance evenings. The choir and school music groups also take part in enrichment visits to local care home and parishes, providing musical accompaniment at parish Masses. Some musical performance events and concerts have an admission fee, such as the most recent school production, Grease. Other events are open to audiences free of charge, these depend on the nature of the performances. 
Students engage in musical performances through the school’s online communication platform (epraise). 


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	The Performing Arts Department continually strives to raise the profile of music within the curriculum and across the wider school and community. The specifics of the plan are detailed in the departmental development plan. The priorities for Music include? 
· Encourage a higher number of pupil premium students to engage in 1-1 or small group instrumental tuition.
· Use the school character curriculum to develop students’ access to a range of diverse and enriching opportunities in Music.  
· Explore different historical events using diverse range of musical genres – Blues/Reggae and continue to develop cross curricular links to ensure cultural capital.
· Showcase events to be held each term:
· Bucket list clubs 
· Band Club 
· Additional roles club
· Performing Arts Club
· Choir 
· Increased number of enrichment trips and visits to be arranged to watch musical performances such as Mayor’s Christmas Concert and London Trip. 
· Performing Arts Ambassadors to be introduced including representatives for Music.


Further information (optional)
	For further information about the school’s music curriculum, see the attached link to the Performing Arts Curriculum Guide Performing Arts - St Joseph’s R.C. High School
To find out more about Bolton Music Service: Bolton Music Service
The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on how they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for support beyond the school. 
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