
St. Joseph’s Reading Spine 

‘Once you learn to read, you will be forever free…’ 

Class Archaic 
Language 

Non-linear 
Time 
Sequences 

Narratively 
Complex 

Complexity of 
Plot/Symbolic 

Resistant 
Text 

Other 

Astley The Three 
Billy Goat’s 
Gruff - Paul 
Galdone 
 
Jack and 
the 
Beanstalk - 
various 
authors 
 
Sleeping 
Beauty - 
various 
authors 
 
We’re going 
on a Bear 

The Gruffalo’s 
Child - Julia 
Donaldson 
 
 
 

The Gruffalo - Julia 
Donaldson 
 
The Bad-Tempered 
Ladybird - Eric Carle 
 
There’s a Tiger in 
the Garden - Lizzy 
Stewart 
 

Owl Babies - Martin 
Waddell 
 
The Tiger Who Came 
to Tea - Judith Kerr 
 
Simon Sock - Sue 
Hendra 
 
The Rainbow Fish - 
Marcus Pfister 
  

Lost and Found 
- Oliver Jeffers 
 
The Colour 
Monster - Anne 
Llenas  

The Puffin 
Book of 
Fantastic 
First Poems - 
various 
authors  



Hunt - 
Michael 
Rosen 
 

Duxbury Enchanted 
Wood and 
The 
Faraway 
tree - Enid 
Blyton  
 
Dogger - 
Shirley 
Hughes 
 
Where The 
Wild Things 
Are - 
Maurice 
Sendak   
 
Knuffle 
Bunny - Mi 
Willems 
 
 

Ruby’s Worry - 
Tom Percival  
 
Ravi’s Roar - Tom 
Percival  
 
Chester - Melanie 
Watt  
 
Beegu - Alexis 
Deacon  
 
 

The Day the 
Crayons Quit - 
Drew Daywalt 
 
The Very Smart Pea 
and the Princess-
To-Be - Mini Grey 
 
Look Up - Nathan 
Byron 
 
Martha Maps It Out 
- Leigh Hodgkinson 
 
 

Not Now Bernard - 
David Mckee 
 
The Fire Fox- 
Alexandra Page  
 
The Tiger who came 
to tea- Judith Kerr 
 
Owl Babies - Martin 
Waddell 
 
Mae Jemison (Little 
People, Big Dreams - 
Isabella Vegara 
 
Clean up - Nathan 
Byron 

The Colour 
Monster- Anna 
Llenas 
 
Greta and the 
Giants –Zoe 
Tucker and Zoe 
Persico 
 
After Fall - Dan 
Sanata  
 
The Way Home 
Wolf - Jim Field 

The Highway 
Rat - Julia 
Donaldson  
 
 
Stuck - Oliver 
Jeffers  
 
I Need a 
Wee! - Sue 
Hendra 
 
The 
Disgusting 
Sandwich - 
Gareth 
Edwards 
 
 



 

Heapey A range of 
traditional 
tales: 
Goldilocks, 
Jack and 
the 
Beanstalk, 
Little Red 
Riding Hood 
 
Flat Stanley 
– Jeff Brown 

The Stinky 
Cheese Man and 
Other Fairly 
Stupid Tales - Jon 
Scieszka 

Fantastic Mr Fox – 
Roald Dahl 
 
Traditional Tales 
with a Twist: Little 
Red Reading Hood, 
Three Billy Goats 
Fluff,  
The True Story of 
the Three- Little 
Pigs 
 
 
 

Dinosaurs and All 
That Rubbish –
Michael Foreman  
 
The Way Back Home 
- Oliver Jeffers 

Lost and Found 
– Oliver Jeffers 

The New 
Neighbours - 
Sarah 
McIntyre  
 
The Slightly 
Annoying 
Elephant –
David 
Walliams 
 
That Rabbit 
Belongs to 
Emily Brown 
- Cressida 
Cowell 

Limbrick Dragon 
Storm: 
Tomas and 
Ironskin – 
Alastair 
Chisholm 

 Grimwood – Nadia 
Shireen 
 
The Nothing to See 
Here Hotel – Steven 
Butler 

The Great Kapok 
Tree – Lynne Cherry 

 The Snow 
Dragon – 
Vivian French 
 
The Mystery 
of the Man 
with the 
Black Beard 



– Gillian 
Cross 

Birkacre Beowulf - 

Michael 

Morpurgo 

 

Escape from 

Pompeii - 

Christina 

Balit 

 

 

Firework Maker’s 

Daughter - Phillip 

Pullman 

 

Voices in the Park - 

Anthony Browne 

 

How to Train Your 

Dragon - Cressida 

Cowell 

 

 

War Game - Michael 

Foreman 

 

Song of the Dolphin 

Boy - Elizabeth Laird 

 

 

 The Boy who 

Grew 

Dragons - 

Andy 

Shepherd 

 

Empire’s End 

- Leila 

Rasheed 

 

George’s 

Marvellous 

Medicine - 

Roald Dahl 

 

Rivington The Silver 
Sword - Ian 
Seraillier 

The Wild Way 
Home – Sophie 
Kirtley 

Secrets of a Sun 
King – Emma Carroll 
 
Percy Jackson and 
the Lightning Thief 
– Rick Riordan 
 

The Last Bear – 
Hannah Gold 

 
Jaz Santos vs. The 
World – Priscilla 
Mante 

The Boy in the 
Striped 
Pyjamas – John 
Boyne 
 
The Crossover – 
Kwame 
Alexander 

Race to the 
Frozen North 
– Catherine 
Johnson 

 
The Rescue 

of 



The Beast and the 
Bethany – Jack 
Meggitt-Phillips 

 Ravenswood 

–Natasha 

Farrant 

 

Yarrow  Clockwork – 
Phillip Pullman 
 
Holes – Louis 
Sachar 

Once – Morris 
Gleitzman 
 
Wonder – R. J. 
Palacio 
 
 

Boy in the Tower – 
Polly Ho-Yen 

The Arrival –  
Shaun Tan 
 
The Storm 
(Poem) 

Brightstorm 
– Vashti 
Hardy 

 


