[image: ]
Catholic Social Teaching Policy
(inspired by the Oscar Romero Award and St Kentigern)
St. Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School

Mission Statement

At St. Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School, our mission is to provide a nurturing, faith-filled environment where children grow in their relationship with God, inspired by the Gospel values of Jesus Christ. We are committed to guiding each child in their spiritual, academic, and personal development, empowering them to live lives of kindness, integrity, and service, as they follow the examples of St. Kentigern and Christ’s love for all.
 
Vision Statement

We envision St. Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School as a vibrant community where children flourish in faith, hope, and love. Rooted in the teachings of the Gospel and guided by St. Kentigern, we aim to nurture all our children to become compassionate individuals who make a positive impact on the world around them. Our vision is to be a place where every child is valued, and together, we strive to build a future of justice, peace, and love for all.


Religious Education Leads: Christine Murray & Sarah Brooks

Our school community is rooted in the Gospel message and inspired by the witness of St Óscar Romero and St Kentigern (St Mungo). Guided by their examples of faith, service, courage, and kindness, we strive to live out Catholic Social Teaching (CST) in our daily lives. Through learning, prayer, and action, we encourage our children to know they are loved by God and called to serve others, especially the poor, the vulnerable, and those in need.


1. Purpose of the Policy
This policy explains how Catholic Social Teaching is taught and lived out in our primary school through the Oscar Romero Award, inspired by the life and values of St Kentigern. It supports pupils in becoming compassionate, responsible, and active members of their school, parish, and wider community.

2. Our Inspiration: St Óscar Romero and St Kentigern
· St Óscar Romero showed us how faith calls us to stand up for justice, speak for the voiceless, and put love into action.
· St Kentigern (St Mungo) teaches us the importance of kindness, welcome, service, and caring for the community, living simply and helping those in need.
Together, their witness encourages our pupils to live lives of faith, courage, and service.

3. Catholic Social Teaching in Our School
Catholic Social Teaching helps us understand how to live as followers of Jesus. In our school, CST is taught in age-appropriate and meaningful ways. We focus on the seven key principles:
· Dignity of the Human Person – Everyone is special, unique, and loved by God.
· Family, Community, and Participation – We belong to and care for our school, parish, and wider world.
· Rights and Responsibilities – We respect the rights of others and take responsibility for our actions.
· Option for the Poor and Vulnerable – We look out for and help those who need extra support.
· Dignity of Work – All work is valuable and should be respected.
· Solidarity – We stand together and help one another, locally and globally.
· Care for God’s Creation – We look after the world God has given us.


4. The Oscar Romero Award: See – Judge – Act
Our approach to Catholic Social Teaching follows the Oscar Romero Award framework, adapted for primary-aged pupils and inspired by the values of St Kentigern.
See – Learning About the World
Pupils are encouraged to:
· Learn about the lives of others in their local community and around the world.
· Recognise simple examples of kindness, fairness, and injustice.
· Hear stories from the Bible, the life of St Óscar Romero, and the works of St Kentigern.
Judge – Reflecting with Faith
Pupils are supported to:
· Reflect on what they have learned through prayer, discussion, and worship.
· Ask questions such as “What would Jesus do?” and “How can we be kind like St Kentigern?”
· Understand how their choices affect others.
Act – Making a Difference
Pupils are given opportunities to:
· Take part in charitable fundraising and outreach.
· Show kindness, welcome, and service within school and the local community.
· Care for God’s creation through simple environmental actions.
· Speak up for fairness and inclusion in age-appropriate ways.

5. Teaching and Learning
· CST is taught through Religious Education, collective worship, assemblies, and across the wider curriculum.
· The lives of saints, especially St Óscar Romero and St Kentigern, are used as role models. St Bernadette, St Francis, St Teresa and St. Vincent are our House Saints and also celebrated.
· Staff model CST values through positive relationships, respect, and care.

6. Pupil Voice and Leadership
· Pupils are encouraged to take responsibility through roles such as our Primary Leadership team School Council, Eco Committee, and Faith Ambassadors.
· Children are supported to lead prayers, fundraising activities, and acts of service.
· All pupils are included and valued.
7. Partnerships and Community Links
· The school works closely with families, the parish, and local charities.
· Pupils are encouraged to support local community needs, reflecting the example of St Kentigern.
· Global links are developed in ways that are meaningful and appropriate for primary pupils.

8. Safeguarding and Wellbeing
· All CST and Oscar Romero Award activities follow the school’s safeguarding and wellbeing policies.
· Activities are planned to ensure pupils feel safe, respected, and supported at all times.

9. Monitoring and Review
· This policy is reviewed regularly by staff and governors.
· Pupil voice and reflection help shape future CST and Oscar Romero Award work.

10. Conclusion
Inspired by the courage of St Óscar Romero and the kindness and service of St Kentigern, our school community is committed to living out Catholic Social Teaching. We aim to help our children grow into caring, faith-filled individuals who know that, with God’s help, they can make a positive difference in the world.
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