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Climate Action Plan
St. Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School

Mission Statement

At St. Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School, our mission is to provide a nurturing, faith-filled environment where children grow in their relationship with God, inspired by the Gospel values of Jesus Christ. We are committed to guiding each child in their spiritual, academic, and personal development, empowering them to live lives of kindness, integrity, and service, as they follow the examples of St. Kentigern and Christ’s love for all.
 
Vision Statement

We envision St. Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School as a vibrant community where children flourish in faith, hope, and love. Rooted in the teachings of the Gospel and guided by St. Kentigern, we aim to nurture all our children to become compassionate individuals who make a positive impact on the world around them. Our vision is to be a place where every child is valued, and together, we strive to build a future of justice, peace, and love for all.

Claire Morris:  Climate Action Plan Lead & Creation Carers

St Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School Climate Action Plan

“Inspired by the Gospel and guided by Catholic Social Teaching, we will care for our common home, respect the dignity of every person and work together to protect God's creation for present and future generations.”
At St Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School, we recognise every child and all of creation as a unique and sacred gift from God. Inspired by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the teachings of His Church and the example of St Kentigern, our Climate Action Plan seeks to nurture a deep sense of stewardship, responsibility and care for our common home.
We aim to develop a school community where children understand that caring for creation is an expression of our faith and our responsibility towards others. Through prayer, reflection and practical action, we will encourage our children to make positive choices that protect our environment, promote justice and contribute to a more peaceful and sustainable world.
Our Aims      Our Climate Action Plan aims to:
· Nurture stewardship by helping children recognise the natural world as God's gift and encouraging them to care for it responsibly.
· Promote dignity and compassion by helping children understand how environmental issues can affect people and communities, particularly those who are most vulnerable.
· Develop justice and solidarity by encouraging children to consider how their actions affect others, both locally and across the world.
· Put faith into action through practical opportunities to reduce waste, conserve energy, protect biodiversity and care for our school environment.
· Develop service and shared responsibility by giving children a meaningful voice in environmental projects and encouraging them to work together for the greater good.
· Foster hope and positive action, empowering children to believe that their choices and actions can make a difference.
· Embed care for creation across school life, linking environmental responsibility with our curriculum, prayer, worship, Catholic Social Teaching and our daily relationships with one another.
In doing so, our Climate Action Plan reflects our mission to develop the spiritual, intellectual, emotional and physical potential of every child, preparing them to become compassionate and responsible citizens who contribute positively to society and help to build a future of justice, peace and love for all.  Our climate action is particularly rooted in the values of stewardship, justice, compassion, peace, service and sacrifice, reflected in the Beatitudes that underpin our school values.
Our commitment is summed up by Christ's teaching:
“Treat others as you want to be treated.” (Luke 6:31)
We recognise that this extends beyond how we treat one another to how we care for the world we have been entrusted with and the people who share it with us.
Action Plan 2026-2027 – draft (to be finalised in partnership with Creation Carers)
	Term
	Priority
	Key actions

	Autumn
	Understand
	Establish Creation Carers team; establish priorities for the school in 2026-2027; conduct energy/waste/travel audits; introduce Climate Action Plan; creation-themed worship, linked to Harvest Festival

	Spring
	Act
	Launch energy-saving campaign; develop biodiversity area; reduce food waste; promote sustainable travel.

	Summer
	Celebrate
	measure progress; pupil presentations; celebrate achievements; identify priorities for next year.



Pupil Leadership – Creation Carers
Our Creation Carers team is made up of pupils from different year groups.  
Their role will include:
· Carry out environmental audits. 
· Monitor recycling. 
· Check classrooms for unnecessary energy use. 
· Help to establish wildlife friendly areas within school
· Help to reduce water consumption in school
· Look after our outdoors environment
· Create posters and displays. 
· Suggest new environmental projects, including links to our parish community.
· Help review and report progress to governors and the school leadership team. 
Monitoring, Evaluation & Governance
· Baseline audit: Energy, waste, biodiversity and travel data established during Autumn Term.
· Termly review: Creation Carers (CC), CC Lead and SLT review progress against targets and identify next actions.
· Governor oversight: Progress reported to the relevant governor committee/Full Governing Body at least annually.
· Pupil voice: Children are involved in identifying priorities, implementing actions and evaluating impact.
· Annual evaluation: Progress, successes and areas for development are reviewed at the end of each academic year and used to set priorities for the following year.
· Evidence: Environmental audits, photographs, pupil voice, curriculum planning/work, assembly/liturgy records, energy/waste data and governor minutes.
Intended Impact     
Through this plan, pupils will know, understand and live out their responsibility as stewards of God's creation. They will recognise that environmental responsibility is inseparable from human dignity, justice, compassion and the common good, and will have meaningful opportunities to turn their faith into practical action.   

Review date: September 2027    


CLIMATE ACTION PLAN SUMMARY

	Priority
	Key Actions
	Catholic / Gospel Link
	Responsibility
	Success Measure / Evidence
	Timescale

	1. Energy & Carbon
	Establish pupil energy monitors; switch off lights and electrical equipment when not required; review heating efficiency; investigate renewable-energy opportunities.
	Stewardship; Common Good; Care for Creation
	Creation Carers / Headteacher / Site staff
	Energy use monitored termly; reduction in unnecessary energy consumption; renewable-energy feasibility considered.
	Autumn–Summer

	2. Waste & Resources
	Improve recycling systems; reduce single-use plastics; establish paper-reuse systems; measure and reduce food waste; increase reuse of resources.
	Stewardship; Simplicity; Generosity
	Creation Carers / Staff / Catering
	Waste audit completed; measurable reduction in general waste and food waste; recycling monitored.
	Autumn–Summer

	3. Biodiversity & Grounds
	Develop a wildlife-friendly area; plant native species; create opportunities for growing food; use outdoor spaces for learning, reflection and prayer.
	Wonder and gratitude for Creation; Stewardship
	Creation Carers / Staff / Volunteers
	Biodiversity area established; pupils actively involved; outdoor learning and prayer opportunities recorded.
	Spring–Summer

	4. Sustainable Travel
	Complete annual travel survey; promote walking, cycling and scooting where practical; encourage car sharing; improve cycle/scooter storage where feasible.
	Solidarity; Common Good; Love of Neighbour
	SLT / Creation Carers / Families
	Annual travel survey completed; sustainable travel promoted through school communications and events.
	Autumn–Summer

	5. Curriculum & Catholic Life
	Embed climate and sustainability learning across the curriculum; link environmental issues to Catholic Social Teaching; use assemblies, prayer and liturgy to explore care for Creation and climate justice.
	Love; Justice; Compassion; Hope; Service; Solidarity
	Curriculum Leads / Teachers
	Curriculum coverage identified; pupil work, assemblies, prayer and liturgy provide evidence of learning.
	Ongoing

	6. Pupil Voice & Leadership
	Establish a Creation Carers team, representing different year groups; pupils undertake environmental audits, suggest improvements and communicate progress.
	Participation; Service; Stewardship; Dignity
	Creation Carers / Creation Carers Lead / SLT
	Regular meetings; pupil-led actions completed; termly report to SLT/governors.
	Autumn–Summer

	7. Community & Global Justice
	Help pupils understand how environmental challenges can affect communities experiencing poverty; support appropriate charitable/community initiatives.
	Preferential Option for the Poor; Solidarity; Justice
	RE Lead / SLT / Creation Carers . Creation Carers Lead
	Pupil learning demonstrates understanding of climate justice; community/charitable activity recorded.
	Ongoing



SUGGESTED ACTIONS BREAKDOWN
1. Energy & Carbon Reduction
	Action
	What we will do
	Gospel / CST link
	Success measure

	Reduce energy use
	Switch off lights, computers and interactive boards when not needed. Introduce classroom "energy monitors".
	Stewardship – caring responsibly for God's creation. Laudato Si’: care for our common home.
	Monthly energy monitoring; reduction in electricity use.

	Improve heating efficiency
	Keep doors closed, report draughts and ensure heating is used efficiently.
	Love of neighbour – reducing waste helps protect resources for others.
	Fewer complaints about temperature; reduced energy consumption.

	Renewable energy
	Investigate solar panels or renewable-energy purchasing.
	Common Good and stewardship.
	Feasibility study completed; renewable energy increased.


2. Waste & Recycling
	Action
	What we will do
	Gospel / CST link
	Success measure

	Reduce single-use plastics
	Encourage reusable water bottles and lunch containers.
	Stewardship and simplicity of life.
	Reduction in single-use plastic waste.

	Improve recycling
	Clearly labelled recycling bins in classrooms and shared areas.
	Care for creation.
	Recycling contamination reduced.

	Food waste
	Measure food waste and introduce strategies to reduce it. Compost suitable food waste where possible.
	Preferential option for the poor – recognising that food is precious when others go without.
	Food waste measured and reduced term-by-term.

	Reuse
	Create a paper-reuse station and encourage responsible use of resources.
	Solidarity and responsible stewardship.
	Reduced paper purchasing.


3. Biodiversity & School Grounds 
	Action
	What we will do
	Gospel / CST link
	Success measure

	Create a wildlife area
	Plant native flowers, trees and shrubs; create habitats for insects and birds.
	Wonder and gratitude for creation; stewardship.
	Biodiversity area established and maintained.

	Grow food
	Develop a school garden or raised beds.
	Dignity of work, stewardship and community.
	Children participate in growing and harvesting food.

	Outdoor learning
	Use the grounds for prayer, reflection and curriculum learning.
	Creation as a gift from God.
	Outdoor learning opportunities each term.



4. Travel 
	Action
	What we will do
	Catholic / Gospel Link
	Success Measure

	Sustainable Travel
	Promote walking, cycling and scooting to school where practical. Introduce occasional Walk to School Days and encourage families to consider car-sharing. Explore safe travel routes with pupils and families and improve cycle/scooter storage where possible.
	Common Good • Solidarity • Stewardship • Care for our Neighbours
	Annual travel survey showing changes in how pupils and staff travel. Increased participation in sustainable travel initiatives.


5. Food & Sustainable Living 
	Action
	What we will do
	Catholic / Gospel Link
	Success Measure

	Sustainable Food
	Promote healthy, seasonal and locally sourced food where possible. Develop a school garden and teach children about where food comes from. Introduce strategies to reduce food waste and consider a regular Meat-Free Day, where appropriate. Explore the links between food choices, justice, poverty and global inequality.
	Common Good • Preferential Option for the Poor • Stewardship of Creation • Solidarity
	Food waste monitored and reduced. School garden established and maintained. Pupils demonstrate an increased understanding of sustainable food choices and their impact on others and the environment.


______________________________________________________________________

Our climate plan is aligned to our commitment to Catholic Social Teaching and the Gospel Values which underpin our curriculum.

Catholic Social Teaching
Stewardship of Creation
Creation is God's gift, entrusted to humanity.
School action: Reduce energy and waste, protect biodiversity and care for the school grounds.
Dignity of the Human Person
Every person has God-given dignity.
School action: Teach pupils that climate change affects people differently, particularly communities experiencing poverty.
Solidarity
We are one human family.
School action: Learn about how environmental issues affect communities around the world and support appropriate charitable initiatives.
The Common Good
We have responsibilities not only to ourselves but to the wider community.
School action: Make decisions about energy, transport and resources with the wellbeing of the whole community in mind.
Preferential Option for the Poor
Those experiencing poverty and disadvantage deserve particular concern.
School action: Explore the links between climate change, poverty, food security and access to resources.
 Participation
Everyone should have a voice in matters affecting their community.
School action: Establish a Creation Carers pupil group so children help identify problems and design solutions.

Gospel Values
The plan can be linked explicitly to the school's Gospel Values:
	Gospel Value
	Climate Action

	Love
	Caring for people and creation

	Respect
	Respecting God's creation

	Compassion
	Understanding communities affected by climate change

	Justice
	Considering how environmental problems affect the poorest

	Hope
	Taking positive action rather than feeling powerless

	Peace
	Working together for the common good

	Service
	Taking practical action to improve our environment

	Forgiveness
	Recognising mistakes and changing our behaviour

	Generosity
	Sharing resources and avoiding unnecessary waste

	Stewardship
	Caring responsibly for God's creation
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