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Our Mission
St Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School, as part of our parish community of faith, is dedicated to nurturing each child as a unique and sacred gift from God. Guided by the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the teachings of His Church, we strive to develop the spiritual, intellectual, emotional, and physical potential of every student to the fullest.
Rooted in Catholic Social Teaching, we uphold the dignity of every human person and foster a community built on love, justice, compassion, and service. Inspired by Christ’s teaching, “Treat Others As You Want To Be Treated” (Luke 6:31), we encourage our children to grow in faith through prayer, reflection, and action, living out the values of solidarity, stewardship, and care for others.
We are committed to educating the whole child within a safe, welcoming, and inclusive environment where every individual is valued and respected. Through cooperation, friendship, and shared responsibility, we cultivate a joyful and caring learning community that prepares our children to contribute positively to society while recognising and respecting the beliefs of others.
Our Vision
We envision St. Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School as a vibrant community where children flourish in faith, hope, and love. Rooted in the teachings of the Gospel and guided by St. Kentigern, we aim to nurture all our children to become compassionate individuals who make a positive impact on the world around them. Our vision is to be a place where every child is valued, and together, we strive to build a future of justice, peace, and love for all.
1. Introduction
At St Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School, our Mission and Vision are the starting point for everything we seek to achieve through Religious Education.
As a Catholic school within the Diocese of Lancaster and the Blessed Edward Bamber Catholic Multi Academy Trust, we recognise Religious Education as being at the heart of our curriculum and fundamental to our Catholic identity and mission.
Religious Education is not simply one curriculum subject among others. Through high-quality Religious Education, pupils are invited to encounter Jesus Christ, deepen their knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith, engage with Sacred Scripture and the teaching and tradition of the Church, and consider how faith gives meaning and purpose to human life.
Our Religious Education curriculum contributes to the formation of the whole person: spiritually, morally, socially, culturally, intellectually and emotionally. It supports pupils in developing the knowledge, understanding, skills and dispositions necessary to reflect upon their own lives, beliefs and actions and to engage respectfully with the beliefs and practices of others.
As a Catholic school, we recognise parents and carers as the first educators of their children in faith. We therefore seek to work in partnership with families, our parish community, the Diocese of Lancaster and the wider Church.
2. Aims of Religious Education
Provide a rich, ambitious and appropriately challenging curriculum for every pupil.
Develop secure religious knowledge, understanding and literacy.
Enable pupils to encounter Jesus Christ through Scripture and the teaching and tradition of the Catholic Church.
Develop knowledge and understanding of the Church, its sacramental life, prayer, worship and mission.
Enable pupils to make connections between faith, Scripture, Church teaching and their own lives.
Develop pupils’ understanding of Catholic Social Teaching and their responsibility to work for justice, peace and the common good.
Develop appropriate knowledge and respectful understanding of other religions and worldviews.
Ensure pupils with SEND and disadvantaged pupils participate fully and achieve well.
3. Curriculum
The Religious Education curriculum is based upon the Religious Education Directory for Catholic Schools, Academies and Colleges, To Know You More Clearly. It is designed to secure progression in pupils’ substantive and disciplinary knowledge.
The curriculum follows the six branches: Creation and Covenant; Prophecy and Promise; Galilee to Jerusalem; Desert to Garden; To the Ends of the Earth; and Dialogue and Encounter.
Through these branches, pupils progressively encounter Sacred Scripture, Catholic belief, Church teaching, liturgy, prayer, sacramental life and Catholic Social Teaching.
4. Curriculum Time
Religious Education is a core subject. A minimum of 10% of taught curriculum time is allocated to curriculum Religious Education. This is separate from prayer and liturgy, assemblies and other aspects of Catholic life and mission.
5. Teaching and Learning
Teaching should be ambitious, build on prior learning, use Sacred Scripture purposefully, explicitly teach religious vocabulary, develop theological thinking and provide opportunities for questioning, reasoning, explanation, reflection and independent thought.
Teachers maintain high expectations for all pupils, identify misconceptions and make appropriate adaptations so that pupils with SEND can access ambitious learning.
6. Sacred Scripture and Religious Literacy
Sacred Scripture has a privileged place within Religious Education. Pupils develop familiarity with key biblical texts, people, events and themes and learn to make connections between Scripture, Catholic belief, liturgy, prayer and Christian living.
Religious vocabulary is carefully sequenced, revisited and used in meaningful contexts so pupils increasingly communicate their understanding confidently and precisely.
7. Assessment
Assessment supports learning and informs teaching. Evidence may include discussion, questioning, written work, retrieval, observations, purposeful assessment activities and pupils’ ability to make connections and apply religious knowledge.
Assessment identifies what pupils know and understand, misconceptions requiring attention and appropriate next steps. The RE Subject Leader monitors assessment to support consistency and accuracy.
8. Inclusion and SEND
Religious Education is an entitlement for every pupil. Teachers make appropriate adaptations while maintaining high expectations and the integrity of the intended curriculum. The participation and progress of vulnerable groups form part of school monitoring.
9. Other Religions and Worldviews
Teaching about other religions and worldviews is accurate, respectful and age appropriate and is provided in accordance with the Religious Education Directory, particularly through Dialogue and Encounter. This supports pupils in engaging respectfully with the religiously diverse world in which they live.
10. Catholic Social Teaching
Pupils encounter principles including the dignity of the human person, the common good, solidarity, subsidiarity, the preferential option for the poor, peace, participation, the dignity of work and care for our common home. Pupils are helped to understand why these principles arise from Scripture and Church teaching and how they call Christians to act.
11. Prayer and Liturgy
Prayer and liturgy are integral to Catholic life but distinct from curriculum Religious Education. Learning in RE may deepen pupils’ understanding of prayer, liturgy and the sacraments. Detailed arrangements are set out in the school’s Prayer and Liturgy Policy.
12. Partnership with Parents, Parish and Families
Parents and carers are the first and most important educators of their children. St Kentigern’s seeks strong partnership between school, home and parish and welcomes families of all faiths and none while expecting respect for the school’s Catholic identity and mission.
13. Leadership of Religious Education
The Headteacher has overall responsibility for ensuring Religious Education reflects the Catholic mission of the school and meets diocesan and national Catholic expectations.
The RE Subject Leader promotes an ambitious vision, supports implementation of the Religious Education Directory, monitors curriculum coverage, teaching, learning, pupils’ work, assessment and standards, identifies priorities, coordinates professional development and reports to leaders and governors.
14. Role of Governors
The Local Governing Body, within Trust governance arrangements, supports and challenges leaders in maintaining and developing the Catholic character of St Kentigern’s. Governors seek assurance that curriculum time is protected, the Religious Education Directory is implemented effectively, pupils achieve well and staff receive appropriate formation and professional development.
15. Monitoring and Evaluation
The quality of Religious Education is monitored systematically through curriculum planning, learning walks and lesson visits, scrutiny of pupils’ work, pupil voice, teacher discussion, assessment information and curriculum and timetable reviews.
Monitoring evaluates the impact of provision on pupils and informs Catholic self-evaluation and improvement planning.
16. Professional Development and Formation
St Kentigern’s is committed to appropriate continuing professional development and formation, including induction, training related to the Religious Education Directory, theological and subject knowledge, moderation, diocesan formation and collaboration within the Trust and with other Catholic schools.
17. Resources
The school provides high-quality, age-appropriate resources which accurately reflect Catholic teaching and support the Religious Education Directory, including Sacred Scripture, religious artefacts, theological and curriculum resources, visual art and materials for studying other religions and worldviews.
18. Review of this Policy
This policy should be read alongside the school’s Prayer and Liturgy Policy, Catholic Social Teaching Policy, Relationships, Health and Sex Education Policy, SEND Policy and relevant Trust and Diocese of Lancaster guidance.
The policy will be reviewed regularly to ensure it reflects the mission of St Kentigern’s, diocesan expectations, the Religious Education Directory, Catholic Schools Inspectorate expectations and the needs of the school community.
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