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Religious Education Marking and Feedback Policy
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“Treat others as you want to be treated”

Mission Statement

At St. Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School, our mission is to provide a nurturing, faith-filled environment where children grow in their relationship with God, inspired by the Gospel values of Jesus Christ. We are committed to guiding each child in their spiritual, academic, and personal development, empowering them to live lives of kindness, integrity, and service, as they follow the examples of St. Kentigern and Christ’s love for all.

Vision Statement
We envision St. Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School as a vibrant community where children flourish in faith, hope, and love. Rooted in the teachings of the Gospel and guided by St. Kentigern, we aim to nurture all our children to become compassionate individuals who make a positive impact on the world around them. Our vision is to be a place where every child is valued, and together, we strive to build a future of justice, peace, and love for all.

The purpose of marking in Religious Education (RE) is to:
· deepen children’s understanding of religion, belief, values, and worldviews
· develop thoughtful questioning and respectful discussion
· improve children’s ability to explain, compare, interpret, and reflect
· encourage personal response and critical thinking
· celebrate effort, curiosity, and respectful engagement
Marking in RE should move learning forward rather than simply identify errors.
[bookmark: core-principles]Core Principles
Effective RE marking should:
· Be purposeful and manageable
· Focus on thinking, understanding, and reflection
· Encourage dialogue between teacher and pupil
· Value multiple viewpoints respectfully
· Develop vocabulary and reasoning
· Support progression from description to deeper interpretation and evaluation
· Build confidence in discussing sensitive or complex ideas

[bookmark: what-teachers-should-look-for]What Teachers Should Look For
When marking RE work, teachers should focus on:
[bookmark: knowledge-and-understanding]Knowledge and Understanding
· Accurate understanding of religious beliefs, teachings, practices, and traditions
· Use of correct religious vocabulary
· Ability to explain meaning and significance
[bookmark: interpretation-and-thinking]Interpretation and Thinking
· Making links between beliefs and actions
· Comparing similarities and differences
· Asking thoughtful questions
· Giving reasons for opinions
· Considering different viewpoints
[bookmark: reflection-and-personal-response]Reflection and Personal Response
· Thoughtful engagement with questions
· Respectful discussion of beliefs and values
· Ability to reflect on meaning and impact
· Connections between learning and wider life
[bookmark: types-of-feedback]Types of Feedback
[bookmark: immediate-verbal-feedback] Immediate Verbal Feedback (preferred method)
Verbal feedback should be used regularly during lessons to:
· extend thinking
· challenge misconceptions
· encourage deeper explanation
· develop discussion
· prompt children to justify ideas
Examples:
· “Why do you think this belief is important?”
· “Can you explain that in another way?”
· “How is this similar to another religion we studied?”
· “What might someone who disagrees say?”
Teachers may record verbal feedback using:
· VF = verbal feedback given

[bookmark: written-feedback]Written Feedback
Written feedback should be concise, developmental, and focused on thinking.
It should:
· acknowledge strengths
· identify misconceptions where necessary
· provide a next step or deeper-thinking prompt
· encourage reasoning and reflection
Avoid excessive correction of spelling or handwriting unless it affects meaning or key vocabulary.
[bookmark: deepening-questions-for-marking]Deepening Questions for Marking
Teachers should use probing questions to deepen understanding.
[bookmark: examples-of-effective-re-questions]Examples of Effective RE Questions
[bookmark: understanding]Understanding
· What does this teach believers about God?
· Why might this story still matter today?
· What is the meaning behind this symbol or practice?
[bookmark: comparison]Comparison
· How is this similar to another religion or worldview?
· What differences can you notice?
· Why might different groups interpret this differently?
[bookmark: reflection]Reflection
· Do you think this teaching is easy or difficult to follow? Why?
· What can people learn from this belief?
· How might this influence a believer’s daily life?
[bookmark: evaluation]Evaluation
· Which idea do you find most convincing and why?
· Is this always a positive influence? Explain your thinking.
· Why might people disagree about this issue?
[bookmark: pupil-response-time]Pupil Response Time
Children should be given regular opportunities to respond to feedback.
Responses may include:
· answering a deeper-thinking question
· improving or extending an explanation
· correcting misunderstandings
· adding comparisons or evidence
· reflecting further on a big question
This should become part of the learning process rather than a separate activity.
[bookmark: marking-codes-optional]Marking Codes 
	Code
	Meaning

	VF
	Verbal feedback given

	Q
	Teacher question to deepen thinking

	V
	Effective use of RE vocabulary

	R
	Reflection developed well

	E
	Explanation could be extended





[bookmark: expectations-across-the-school]Expectations Across the School
[bookmark: eyfs-and-ks1]EYFS and KS1
Feedback should:
· be mainly verbal
· encourage speaking and listening
· develop curiosity and vocabulary
· support children in talking about beliefs and experiences
Examples:
· “What do you notice?”
· “Why do you think this celebration is special?”
[bookmark: ks2]KS2
Feedback should increasingly:
· develop reasoning and interpretation
· encourage comparison between worldviews
· deepen evaluation and reflection
· extend use of evidence and examples
Children should begin to justify opinions thoughtfully and respectfully.
[bookmark: presentation-and-accuracy]Presentation and Accuracy
Teachers should encourage:
· pride in presentation
· accurate spelling of key religious vocabulary
· clear communication of ideas
However, in RE the primary focus of marking should remain on understanding and depth of thought.
[bookmark: inclusive-and-respectful-practice]Inclusive and Respectful Practice
Marking in RE must:
· avoid judging personal beliefs
· encourage open-minded discussion
· create a safe environment for disagreement and reflection

[bookmark: examples-of-effective-feedback]Examples of Effective Feedback
[bookmark: less-effective]Less Effective
· “Good work.”
· “Add more.”
· “Neater handwriting.”
[bookmark: more-effective]More Effective

· “You identified similarities between baptism and naming ceremonies. Why do you think many religions use special ceremonies to mark belonging?”
· “Interesting opinion. Can you support your view with an example from the lesson?”
[bookmark: monitoring-and-review]Monitoring and Review
Leaders should monitor RE books and learning through:
· pupil discussions
· work scrutiny
· lesson visits
· assessment review
The focus should be on whether feedback is:
· improving understanding
· deepening thinking
· promoting respectful dialogue
· supporting progression in RE skills
[bookmark: summary]Summary
Effective marking in Religious Education should:
· deepen thinking rather than over-correct work
· promote reflection and respectful discussion
· use questioning to move learning forward
· value children’s ideas while improving understanding
· help pupils become thoughtful, informed, and reactive learners
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