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Section 1
Learn 



Staff and Governors training

01.  All staff attended an Inset
training day which was led
by a School of Sanctuary
representative that
introduced the initiative.
Staff were also introduced
to a local school which have
achieved the award already.
They presented their school
journey to becoming a
school of sanctuary. 
All staff were then split into
focus groups to complete
the school of sanctuary
audit. 



Governors
As well as attending the staff
training, governors receive
regular updates of our
School of Sanctuary
progress and the
development of events
which have taken place in
our school, such as Refugee
Week.



The children
The children were introduced to the
concept of ‘seeking sanctuary’ in our

whole school worship and what it means
to find a safe place. We discussed how it

must have felt and what we can do to
help.

We used the story of Paddington Bear’s
journey to London to explain why some

people have to leave their homes in search
of safety. 



The children- 
How can we make Refugees feel
welcome?

Impact:

I would become their
friend and show them

how school works.
Mia, 11 .

Impact:
I would play with them

and teach them our
language.

Sofia, 11

Impact:
I would say to them they
could come to me if they

needed anything.
Lucy,  10

Impact:
i would play with them
and invite them to my

house.
Adora, 5.

Impact:
 I would learn about them
and what they like doing.

Elijah P, 5

Impact:
I would give them a hug

Harley Mae, 5 .



Policies
All policies are

published on the
school website and are
reviewed annually  in

consultation with
governors. 

These policies include;
Anti-bullying,

statements of equality,
inclusion and British

Values. 



School of Sanctuary Network
Meeting

I attended the Network meeting to allow
myself  the opportunity to meet other
schools who are also in the process of

becoming a School of Sanctuary but also
to inform myself of what the process

entailed and learn from schools which
have already received accreditation. It was
in this meeting that I arranged for Viktoriia

to come and visit my school and talk to
the children about being a refugee. 



Refugee Integration Network
We hosted Viktoriia from the Refugee
Integration Network. She spent time

in our Year 3 to Year 6 classes and
explained to them what it meant to

be a refugee and used her own
personal journey from Ukraine. The

children were so moved by Viktoriia’s
story that they asked to make her
cards in their own time to express
thanks for her time and important

message. 

Impact:

 The children were
shocked by Vikktoria’s story

and wanted to find out
ways in which they can

help others. in her position
to feel welcome. 

Miss Wallbank Y3 teacher. 



REFUGEE WEEK
Our  curriculum promotes 



EYFS Have read Saving the Butterfly a poetic story about a little brother and his sister
finding a new home and how they were rescued.

They have also been discussing home and what makes a home feel safe. They
have then made their own homes in their art lesson.

Impact:

I liked making the houses
and learning about other

homes. We are all different
which is good. 

Thalia, 5 years old.



Y1 Y2Have been learning how to say hello in as many
different languages. They have made welcome
cards and created a class poem welcoming a

refugee to our school.

In their geography lesson they discussed the reasons people
have to flee to safety and the countries which are associated

with the move. They then produced artwork using the
outline of these countries based on the artist Shilpa Gupti.



Y3 Y4
have been making their own artwork based on the ‘The

Great Wave off Kanagawa’. During their class discussion they
emphasised how it must feel to have to leave their homes. 

They also completed the Cafod on the move role play activity.

performed a drama piece for their class
assembly based on the story of Moses. It

highlighted Christian refugees and how they
found sanctuary.



Y5 Y6
started their ‘journeys’ topic looking at the different reasons people
have made journeys throughout the world in history. This includes
Kindertransport during World War Two. Children wrote emotive

letters to their families looking at what it must have felt like to leave
with only their belongings. 

have produced an art piece which represents the
issues which surround refugees. They have also

discussed famous refugees and found out that Rita
Ora was a refugee.

Impact:
I liked learning about

Kindertransport. When we
wrote letters I could really

imagine how it would feel to
have to leave my home.
They must have been so

worried. 
Zuzanna, 10.



Books Our classes  have used the following focus texts in their English
Lessons., enabling discussion of refugees seeking sanctuary.

Impact:
I think it is important  to

have a lot of different books
showing races and

religions because  it wi.ll
stop people from being

racist and we should
celebrate being unique. 

Olivia, 10

Impact:
I think it is important  to
have different books in

school
because we  understand
others and why they may

think the way they do.
Millie, 10



Winter Garden Perfomance
Using the class text the Boy at the Back of
the Class, Y5 have produced a dramatic

enactment which was performed on stage
at the Grand Theatre. They were able to put
themselves into the postiion of the refugee

in this story.

Impact:
I was nervous stan

ding on stage and I kept
thinking about how the boy

would have been feeling
scared when he came to

England and couldn't speak
English. 
Juliet, 10.



EAL Books
Our booklets to support reading at home are translated into

the home languages of our families. These two examples
below have been used to support our Polish and Malayalam

families 



School Library Our school library and class libraries
are heavily resourced with a variety
of books both fiction and non fiction

reflecting different cultures, and
religions as well as texts which

explore refugee stories.



Section 2 
Embed



Our School Motto/ Vision
“Treat others as you would like to be treated”

Luke 6:31
“To enable every child to achieve more than they

think they are capable of achieving”

To support our vision our aims are:

For all our children, staff and parents to feel safe and feel
loved and know they belong to our family.

To create a welcoming community of faith which
witnesses to the teachings of the gospel and fosters strong

bonds of love within the community we serve.

As St Kentigern’s is a Primary School of Catholic
faith we wish to instill respect for Catholic religious

moral values and tolerance of other races,
religions and cultures. 

Moreover, to share the gospel values to enable
pupils to understand the world in which they live
and the independence of individuals, groups and

nations.



Our Reward assembly
School poem 

Every Friday in our reward assembly we recite
our proud poem celebrating the differences
we all have and how this makes us so special.

The children understand that it is a good thing
that we are all so different and it is what makes

us  who we are. 
The words highlight that even though we are

all different we all belong. 



School Poem
Mrs Murray set the challenge for a pupil to write
our School poem which would be featured on
our website.  These entries reflected the child’s

experience of our school and how they feel when
they come to St Kentigern’s. Afrin's entry  done

completely on his own highlights the impact he
feels.

Impact:
Key Line:

‘Teachers greet students who
‘who help us be safe and guide us in learning,

sharing and loving.



School values

Our  school follows the teachings of the Catholic faith and in all that we do aim to follow the Gospel Values
of peace,  tolerance,  forgiveness,  holiness,  justice, humility and integrity.



Our  school follows the
teachings of the Catholic faith

and in all that we do aim to
follow the Gospel Values.

These are featured all over
school.

School values



Year 5 showcased their class assembly
focusing on the Gospel Values ‘Peace and

Tolerance’.  They referenced how we should
treat everyone equally and accept that some

faiths believe in different God’s.  They even
highlighted that conflict in the world has
displaced many whom are searching for

peace and sanctuary. 

Peace and Tolerance

All of our school family are invited to watch class
assemblies including parents,/carers. We focus

on each of the gospel values .



British Values
Alongside Gospel values, we also explicitly

teach the British values promoting children’s
understanding of equality and belonging.

The children in this picture are exploring the
idea of democracy and importance of rules.

They will then practise these activities in
written and physical activities and refer back

to them throughout the year. 



In each of our classes, we hold prayer
and liturgy worship which involves the
children leading prayer and reflection

time . Each class completes a floor book
which travels up through school with

them so we can look back through their
spirituality maturity.

The picture on the left is an example of a
reflection time which focused on how

we can serve others in our community.  

Prayer and Liturgy
Impact:

Our Children arecalmer, more awareof the communityand how they canhave a positiveimpact on society. Mrs Hilton. 



Prayer and Liturgy
Mrs Murray took our pupils to an

academy trust event in which they
took part in a prayer and liturgy

workshop. Children from each school
shared ideas for how they teach prayer

and liturgy and then returned to
implement these in the various

schools within our trust. It was a great
opportunity to network and share

ideas  for how we can ensure we are
following the gospel values.



Pilgrims of Hope- Year of
the Jubilee

In the jubilee year, the theme is Pilgrims of Hope
focused on aiding and raising awareness to issues

surrounding war and climate issues. The children have
been learning what this means in a variety of
workshops, assemblies and formal lessons. 



Welcome- Entrances and Displays

In our welcome area, we have used the
words welcome in the flags of our
families home countries.  We have
incorporated our values equality,

tolerance, family and integrity. The
children have also written welcome

letters to our new parents  and reception
class.

Each class in school had a part in
making the people for the display and

writing the letters.



Our class displays remind the children of their sense
of individuality and their importance in being an

equal member of our school. We aim to ensure that
the children feel as though they are all welcome .

Impact:

 My classroom shows my
work.. I ove when i see my

art on the wall. 
Marika,  6 years old.



Class Dojo Our school communication platform uses
Class Dojo which allows families to translate

messages which have been sent into their own
language so that they are able to read what is

being said. 
The platform also allows messages sent from

teachers to automatically be sent in their home
language to ensure their is no barrier to

communication and we are inclusive to all.



Family support Worker
Our family support worker runs  personalized

programmes of support for our children and staff
focused on mindfulness strategies to cope with
trauma. We have also started a whole  school

intiative called ‘mellow your meerkat’ which looks
at how we can  all ensure we are able to mellow
ourselves in times of struggle and how we can

support others. Each class has their own meerkat
and a selection of learning stories.



Family support Work continued

As part of our family support work role in school, we
have noticed that some of our families have

experienced financial hardship and so in aid of
providing a service to support the community we
have developed a school food bank open to our

families who need a little extra help. This also
extends into our uniform to ensure everyone has
access to clothing and no family is out of pocket

when buying school clothes. 



Lunch time Clubs.

We have a variety of clubs which run
throughout the school year. One of our

most popular is our lunchtime mindfulness
club which focuses on using therapeutic

craft  activities to promote calm and again
reinforce startegies to cope with difficult

times.

Impact:

 Lunchtime club helps
me to be calm and play
with my friends. nicely.

Khyren, 7



At our school. we are always welcoming our
families into school to learn alongside their children
. They are welcomed into our church services, class

assemblies and afternoon events held in class.
All are welcome.

Working alongside families Impact:
I like when  my 

mummy and daddy  
come into school to

learn with us. 
He told them about

where he works.
Zander, 6 years old 



Working alongside
families continued

In Reception class they hold family Fridays
where parents and carers can come into
class to learn alongside their children. This
allows the opportunity for parents to share
their own cultures and teach the children
about their families. In oe of the activities
they made their own family trees and

discussed who was in their family.

Impact:

 Its like being in another
world being in school the
children are so calm and

happy.
Reception Parent:

Elijah P



Poetry Week
Each class selected a poem

which they learnt and discussed
in their classes. These were then
performed in front of the whole
school. In Year 3 they took the
opportunity to  select a poem
which was reflecting upon a

refugees difficult journey fleeing
their home country. 



Collecting for Refugees

As part of our Harvest celebration we considered those in our
community who may not be as lucky as we are and collected food
offerings from our families to donate to a range of charities in the

area which support the community. We prayed for those who need
help at this time during our harvest celebration in church. 



Learning about other cultures



Themed Weeks and events 



Children’s Mental Health week

During mental health week, all children were present for an assembly
which outlined how they can cope with stress and difficult situations.

In our Y6 class, their ‘unstoppable’ session enabled them to discuss any
worries and learn how to cope with the up incoming transition to high

school.

Impact:
The children  benefit

from learning transition
strategies and i have

noticed a difference in
the way they deal with

difficult situations. 



Anti-bullying Week

During Anti-bullying week , the theme
was choose respect, classes were

exposed to a variety of texts focussed on
being unique and special.  In reception

they focussed on self esteem.
They were also able to playing physical

games which practised ‘team work’
and collaboration with others to achieve

a goal. 

We are different
because thats the
way God made us.

 Archie, 5



Black History Month through Art
During Black History Month we used art work to
allow  children to create artwork with a message
based upon a real life events which they feel need

to be shared. This work acts as a culmination to
much of the work Year 6 on topics such as social

justice, inequalities, prejudice, pollution, the
environment and war. 

In Year 5 , they looked at the work of Elizabeth
Catlett who wanted to highlight social injustices,
prejudice and racism in her work. These themes
sit well alongside our History topic on 'Journeys'
where immigration and migration of people

throughout history are discussed. 



Period of Lent During Lent, all classes considered how we can
help those in our community and as a result

came up with the following ways which would
have maximum impact:

Year 6- collecting clothes to donate to Trinity
Hospice.

Year 5-  Wear Blue day in aid of Blue skies Local
NHS charity.

Year 4- Bring in items for the local food bank.
Year 3-  Crazy Hair Day in aid of ‘Church in Need

Charity’.
Year 2- Brew and Biscuit event in aid of the Fair

Trade organisation. 
Year 1- collecting toiletries to distribute to our

community in need.

Impact:
I feel good when I help

others and hope one day if i
need help somebody will

help me.
Dakshiiv, 6



Section 3
Share



School Website
01.

02.

03.

We have shared our
mission to becoming a
School of Sanctuary on
the school website. 

This includes directing
parents to additional
resources and support
should they need it. 

Parents receive regular
updates as to what has
been going on in school
including Refugee Week.



Parents
We use Class Dojo

to promote,
educate and

inform parents of
what has been

going on in school.
Parents have the

option to message
teachers

personally and
respond to
requests. 



sharing with other schools
As school of Sanctuary Coordinator,

within our trust we have regular
meetings to share ideas and resources
with the other school leaders. This an

opportunity to network and collate any
new findings into the drive which may

be useful for other schools as well as
myself. There are currently 8 schools in
attendance with the idea that we will
then support other schools within our
trust during completion of our award.



Thank you 
Thank you for your time viewing our
portfolio. We very much look forward to
embedding the ethos of School of
Sanctuary into all that we do for many
years to come and would welcome
assisting other schools who embark
upon this journey.

We understand that this is only the
beginning of our School of Sanctuary
journey and we will build upon these
foundations to ensure all who enter our
school feel welcomed in the way that
they deserve.


