St Luke’s Academy Forest school Department
Description, overview and details of themes taught year 7 to year 11.
	Year Group
	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	7
	Forest school introduction, Fire etiquette and outdoor food

In this unit, you will be introduced to Forest School, a way of learning outdoors that helps build confidence, teamwork, practical skills, and a connection with nature. You will learn how to stay safe, respect the environment, and work responsibly in an outdoor setting.

	Wood carving, Knife care and festive decorations

In this project, Year 7 students will learn the basics of wood carving, including how to safely use carving tools to shape and decorate wood. They will develop an understanding of knife care and maintenance, learning how to handle, clean, and store tools responsibly. Students will then apply their skills to create a range of festive decorations, focusing on craftsmanship, creativity, and safe working practices.


	Shelter building using bashas 

Students will learn how to build simple shelters using bashas, developing an understanding of shelter design, knot tying, and safe campcraft skills. They will work collaboratively to create effective shelters while considering weather, location, and stability.

	Forest school maintenance project using basic tools

Students will learn to maintain and improve the forest school environment using basic hand tools safely and effectively. They will develop practical skills, teamwork, and an understanding of tool safety while completing simple maintenance tasks.

	Casting with plaster of Paris

Students will learn the basics of casting with Plaster of Paris, safely creating simple moulds and casts. They will develop an understanding of the casting process while improving creativity, accuracy, and practical making skills.

	Animal habitats

Students will explore a variety of animal habitats, learning how animals adapt to different environments to meet their needs. They will develop observation and research skills while creating and evaluating simple habitat designs.


	8
	Forest school reintroduction, Fire etiquette and outdoor food

In Year 8 Forest School, you will revisit the skills and knowledge gained in Year 7 while developing greater independence, confidence, and responsibility in the outdoor environment. This unit will focus on reinforcing safe practices around campfires and preparing food outdoors while encouraging teamwork and respect for nature.

	Re introduction to Wood carving, Knife care and festive decorations 

Building on Year 7 skills, students will develop more advanced wood carving techniques and improve their understanding of knife care and safe tool use. They will create festive decorations with greater accuracy, independence, and attention to detail, demonstrating progression in both craftsmanship and confidence.
	Shelter building using natural materials

Building on Year 7 skills, students will construct more complex basha shelters as well as natural shelters, improving their knot tying, lashing, and problem-solving abilities. They will focus on creating stronger, more weatherproof structures with greater independence.

	Forest school maintenance project 

Building on Year 7 skills, students will undertake more challenging maintenance tasks, using a wider range of tools with greater confidence and independence. They will focus on improving accuracy, responsibility, and problem-solving skills.

	Casting with plaster of Paris

Building on Year 7 skills, students will create more detailed casts and explore a wider range of moulding techniques. They will develop greater independence, accuracy, and confidence in the casting process.

	Animal habitats 

Building on Year 7 knowledge, students will investigate how habitats support biodiversity and examine the impact of environmental changes on wildlife. They will design and create habitats with greater consideration for the needs of different species.


	9
	Forest school reintroduction, Fire etiquette and outdoor food

In Year 9 Forest School, you will revisit the core skills developed in previous years while taking on greater responsibility for planning, preparing, and cooking food outdoors. This unit places a strong emphasis on food preparation, safe working practices, and developing the independence needed to work effectively in an outdoor environment.

	Hatchet carving, carving kit use and festive decorations 

Building on previous years, students will develop advanced wood and hatchet carving skills, using a range of tools from a carving kit safely and effectively. They will refine their knowledge of knife care and tool maintenance while creating festive decorations with greater precision, independence, and craftsmanship.

	Shelter building using survival scenarios 

Building on previous experience, students will design and construct advanced basha shelters, selecting appropriate shelter configurations for different environments and conditions. They will apply their skills in survival scenarios, demonstrating increased leadership, teamwork, problem-solving, and campcraft skills while working safely and efficiently.

	Forest school maintenance project

Building on previous experience, students will plan and complete forest school maintenance projects using a range of basic tools safely and effectively. They will demonstrate leadership, teamwork, and practical problem-solving skills while carrying out tasks that enhance the forest school environment.

	Casting with pewter

Building on previous experience, students will design and produce detailed pewter castings, selecting and adapting appropriate casting techniques to achieve high-quality outcomes. They will demonstrate increased creativity, problem-solving, and craftsmanship while working safely and independently, evaluating and refining their work to improve the final result.

	Animal habitats	
Building on previous learning, students will design and construct animal habitats, such as bird boxes, that meet the specific needs of selected species. They will demonstrate increased creativity, problem-solving, and ecological understanding while evaluating how habitat design can support wildlife conservation and biodiversity.


	10
	Unit 1- Developing craft techniques- Whittling
In Year 10 Forest School, you will build upon the practical outdoor skills developed in previous years by focusing on the safe use of tools and the development of whittling techniques. This unit encourages independence, precision, and craftsmanship while promoting a strong understanding of safety and responsibility in an outdoor environment.

	Unit 1- Developing craft techniques- Weaving & Candle making

In this unit, you will investigate traditional craft skills through weaving and candle making. You will learn how raw materials can be transformed into useful products while developing patience, creativity, and attention to detail. The unit encourages independent working and an appreciation of traditional rural crafts.

	Unit 1- Developing craft techniques- Rope making
In this unit, you will explore the traditional craft of rope making, learning how natural materials can be processed and twisted into strong, functional cordage. You will develop practical problem-solving skills, teamwork, and an understanding of how these techniques have been used throughout history and in outdoor survival situations.

	Unit 1- Developing craft techniques- Hay rake making

In this unit, you will apply the practical skills developed throughout the course to design and construct a wooden hay rake. Using a range of hand tools and woodworking techniques, you will create a functional product while demonstrating craftsmanship, planning, and safe working practices. This project brings together the key skills of measuring, shaping, joining, and finishing materials to a high standard

	Unit 1- Developing craft techniques- Pewter casting
This unit introduces you to the process of pewter casting, where you will design and create decorative castings using moulds and molten pewter. You will develop creativity, accuracy, and an understanding of safe working practices while gaining experience in a traditional craft technique.

	Unit 2- Develop craft ideas

In this unit, you will research and explore a range of craft ideas, investigating traditional and modern crafts to inspire your own designs. You will develop creative thinking and planning skills by producing design ideas, considering materials, tools, and manufacturing methods. Throughout the unit, you will evaluate different options and justify your decisions in preparation for producing a final product.



	11
	Unit 2- Develop craft ideas- Final designs

Building on your research skills, you will refine and develop craft ideas through sketching, modelling, and experimentation with materials and techniques. You will critically evaluate your designs, identifying strengths and areas for improvement, and use feedback to inform your choices. This unit prepares you to confidently plan and justify a high-quality final craft product.

	Unit 3- Final product

In this unit, you will apply the knowledge and skills developed throughout the course to create a high-quality final craft product. You will select appropriate materials, tools, and techniques, demonstrating safe working practices, independence, and craftsmanship while following your design plan.

	Unit 3- Final product

Building on your practical skills, you will focus on refining and completing your final product to a professional standard. You will make informed decisions throughout the manufacturing process, solving problems as they arise and ensuring the finished outcome meets your original design intentions.

	Unit 3- Final product

In this unit, you will evaluate your completed final product, reflecting on the effectiveness of your design, the quality of your craftsmanship, and the suitability of the materials and techniques used. You will identify strengths, areas for improvement, and consider how feedback could be used to enhance future projects.

	
	



