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KS3 English Curriculum Progression Map 2026 - 2027

	
	Term 1 
	Term 2 
	Term 3 
	Term 4 
	Term 5 
	Term 6 

	
	Resilience 
	Curiosity
	Explore & adventure
	Tolerance
	Conflict 
	Global Identities

	Concepts principles
	Symbolism
Allegory
Narrative
Fictional text
	Symbolism
Allegory
Narrative
Storytelling
Fictional text
	Symbolism
Allegory
Narrative
Storytelling
Fictional text
	Symbolism
Allegory
Narrative
Storytelling
Fictional text
	Symbolism
Allegory
Narrative
Storytelling
Fictional text
	Symbolism
Allegory
Narrative
Fictional text

	Year 7 
	1. To write in sentences that make sense and are demarcated accurately.
2. To write in sentences that make sense and are demarcated accurately.
3. Use fronted adverbials for time (including the comma) to develop cohesion
4. Use fronted adverbials for time (including the comma) to develop cohesion
5. Use a variety of subordinating conjunctions purposefully to create complex sentences at the end 
6. Use a variety of subordinating conjunctions purposefully to create complex sentences at the beginning



Baseline writing testing
NGRT Reading test
Spelling test
	1. to maintain consistency in tense throughout pieces of writing.
2. To maintain consistency in tense throughout pieces of writing.
3. To use subordinating conjunctions at the start and end making complex sentences (When & While)
4. To use subordinating conjunctions at the start and end making complex sentences (When & While)
5. to write using modal verbs to indicate degrees of possibility.
6. to write using model adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility.



 




Writing assessment
	1. I can organise my ideas using paragraphs: to describe life in the library after dark.
2. I can organise my ideas using paragraphs: To write why the boy decided not to read the immortal book.
3. I can use time adverbials in my writing: write to inform someone about the secret martial art for cats
4. I can use time adverbials in my writing: Write about the life in the city for Varjak. What must he do to survive?
5. I can use persuasive techniques in my writing: to write to someone persuading them to listen to you about the fact that there were wolves in the wall
6. I can use persuasive techniques in my writing: To write to the government persuading them you need a new house because there are elephants in your walls.

AP1  - WHF Trust writing assessment
	1. I can write using creative language: create a poem about the garage
2. I can write using descriptive language: to describe what life was like for Skellig using descriptive language
3. I can use subordinating conjunctions in my writing: I can write to inform others what life was like for the young boy 
4. I can use subordinating conjunctions in my writing: I can write to inform what life is like moving to a country
5. I can write to persuade: Write to persuade someone to help Henry to escape
6. I can write to argue: I can write an argument about slavery




NGRT Reading test
	1. In narratives, I can describe a setting: Setting description of the opening scene 
2. In narratives, I can describe a setting: retell a section of Rose Blanche
3. In narratives, I can write to inform: A letter from a member of their family to a relative.
4. In narratives, I can write to inform: Diary entry from the boy.
5. In narratives, I can write to persuade: Write a persuasive piece from a Jew to a family asking for protection and shelter
6. In narratives, I can write to persuade: Letter from the child .








AP2 – WHF Trust writing Assessment
Spelling test
	1. In narratives, I can entertain: to write using dialogue describing a memory​
2. In narratives, I can entertain : to write about why did the boy not know life outside
3. In narratives, I can inform: A letter from a someone on the island
4. In narratives, I can inform: Diary entry from the stranger who had landed on the Island
5. In narratives, I can persuade: Indicate degrees of possibility using modal verbs
6. In narratives, I can persuade: Persuasive speech from the boy to the soldier to get into West Germany.

. 




Writing assessment

	reading:


	· Varmints
· Rang Tan
· The Promise
	· Water tower
· The viewer
· Alma
	· How to live forever
· Varjak Paw
· The wolves in the wall

	· Skellig
· King of the sky
· Henry’s freedom Box
	· Rose Blanche
· The Harmonica
· Whispering town
	· The Wisp
· The Island
· The Wall

	


Vocab:
	· Sentence
· Demarcate
· punctuation
· Subordinate conjunctions
· Complex sentence
· Simple sentence
· Time adverbials
· Cohesion

	· Tense
· Narrative
· Subordinating conjunctions
· Complex sentences
· Main clause
· Modal verbs
· Degrees of possibility
· Persuade
· Eyewitness
	· Paragraphs
· Time adverbials
· Persuasive techniques
· organise
	· Poem
· Rhyme
· Language
· Creative
· Describing
· Paragraph
· Immigration
· Foreign
· Subordinating
· conjunction
· Slavery
· Argue
	· narrative
· noun phrase
· foreshadow
· setting
· character
· synonyms
· thesaurus
· compound sentence
· complex sentence
· emotive language
· persuasive language
· discussion skills
· brainstorming
	· Persuasion
· Emotive language
· Inverted commas
· Dialogue
· Empathy
· Suspense
· Attitudes
· Conscience
· Article
· Organisational features
· impact





	
	Unit 1 
	Unit 2 
	Unit 3 

	topic
	Unit 1: Voice: Once
	Unit 2: Studies in genre, form and context: Storytelling Journeys & Non-Fiction Travel Writing
	Unit 3: Shakespeare & Core Skills

	Concepts / principles
	 Voices in Conflict 
	Attitudes and Perspectives 
Texts from different time periods 
Storytelling
	A Midsummer Night’s dream
Figurative Language

	Year 8 
	Year 8 English begins with an exploration of a fiction text written by Morris Gleitzman on the topic Voices of Conflict. We build from the exploration of the various concepts from Year 7. Additionally, it provides an opportunity for you to express yourself by writing about conflict.

1. What is conflict
2. A child’s voice
3. Inferences of life in WWII
4. Life of a Jew
5. Analyse characters
6. Plan a narrative
7. Develop an understanding of a subject
8. Give your opinion of conflict
9. Figurative language
10. Summarise of voices







NGRT reading test
Spelling test
	Year 8: Teaching Studies in Genre, Form, and Context in Year 8 is indeed a powerful way to nurture both analytical thinking and emotional intelligence. When pupils engage with a variety of texts—whether it's poetry, drama, or prose—they're not just learning about literary techniques or historical context.

1. “Do the caravans have flatscreens?”  
2. ​Past - Marco Polo China extract
3. Contemporary- Mexico by Michael Palin
4. Contemporary- Blackpool by Bill Bryson
5. Contemporary- Audio book about Kerylos Villa
6. The Landlady
7. Lamb to the slaughter
8. Examination day
9. The signalman
10. Write own story





AP1 WHF Trust writing assessment
Spelling test
	Year 8: Language skills & figurative techniques. This unit will give our pupils the opportunity to learn new skills or embed and build upon skills already learnt. Various rich texts will be used to support the pupils learning. Once per week they will be completing a reading compression to build up analysis skills required in key stage 4.

1. AP2
2. Introduction into A midsummer Night’s dream
3. Grammar
4. Plot & characters of play
5. Shakespeare language
6. Core skills: persuade / argue
7. Core skills: plan and write a story
8. Core skills: write & edit a story
9. Writing to argue / persuade
10. Writing to argue / persuade





AP2 WHF Trust writing assessment
NGRT reading test

	Reading
	Once
	Travel writing
Short stories
	A Midsummer night’s dream.

	Vocab
	 Holocaust - destruction or slaughter on a mass scale, especially caused by fire or war 
Jewish – someone who follows the Judaism faith 
Conflict - a serious disagreement or argument 
Occupied – (politics) under the control of an occupying military force 
Determination - is the quality that you show when you have decided to do something, and you will not let anything stop you 
Change - If there is a change in something, it becomes different. 
Courage - is the quality shown by someone who decides to do something difficult or dangerous, even though they may be afraid 
Hope - you want something to be true or to happen, and you usually believe that it is possible or likely. 
Friendship- is a relationship between two or more friends 
Storytelling - is the activity of telling or writing stories 
Survival - you manage to continue or exist despite difficult circumstances
	Anecdote – a short amusing story that is real 
Extract – part of a story 
Perspective – someone’s point of view/opinion 
Sensory 
Anaphora – repetition of a word or phrase at the start of a clause. 
Compound sentence – a sentence where 2 clauses are joined using a conjunction 
Freitag's pyramid – 5 part structure of a story – exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution 
Foreshadowing – dropping hints in a story that something is going to happen 
Tension – being stretched 
Adverb snap – an action that happens quickly 
Cacophony – a mixture of a harsh sounds
	Anecdote – a short amusing story that is real 
Extract – part of a story 
Perspective – someone’s point of view/opinion 
Sensory 
rising action, climax, falling action, resolution 
Foreshadowing – dropping hints in a story that something is going to happen 
Tension – being stretched 
Pathetic Fallacy – give human qualities using emotions and feeling to something. 
Punctuation – various types of ending our sentences.  
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