
Skills Progression – PRINTING. 
  

Year EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Focus Finger, hand and foot 

prints, simple mono 

prints, printing with 

found objects. 

Press prints, found object 

prints, mono prints 

(positive and negative) 

Press prints, found object 

prints. (1 colour repeat, 

random, organised) 

Block prints, pattern, 

mono prints (over own 

work or other stimuli) 

Block prints, 2 colour, 

mono print adding 

texture by drawing into. 

Screen printing e.g torn 

paper stencils. String and 

block printing developed 

from drawings. 

Screen printing-

developed from 

drawings. Mono prints 

employing different 

techniques learnt. 

Skills Use ready mix paint to 

explore initial printing 

techniques using found 

objects, fingers, hands 

and feet. 

Transferring drawing or 

image onto press print. 

Explore styles and types 

of printing using a 

variety of shapes and 

texture. 

In addition to creating 

line images within press 

printing, show texture by 

using dots, crosses and 

lines. 

Repeat printing in one 

colour either organised 

or randomly. 

Make own printing 

block. Re-create own or 

others work on Perspex 

over original and take 

mono-print. 

Create 2 colour patterns, 

looking at different ways 

to place the print and 

create texture. 

Extend mono-print 

experience by adding 

texture. 

Learning how to screen 

print, using torn paper 

stencils. 

Adapt own drawing to 

create a string or block 

version. 

Using ideas taken from 

own drawing to create a 

screen print. 

Employ different mono-

printing techniques 

learnt. 

 

Suggested 

tools and 

equipment. 

Thick ready mix paint, 

found objects, plastic 

trays or sheets, 

absorbent surface. 

Found objects, poly-tiles, 

thick and thin ready mix 

paint. Plastic trays or 

sheets. 

Found objects, poly-tiles, 

thick and thin ready mix 

paint. Plastic trays or 

sheets. Inks. 

Perspex, paint, potatoes, 

string, materials, card etc. 

Materials to create own 

block prints. Printing ink, 

ready mix paint. 

Screen printing 

equipment. Materials to 

create string and block 

prints. 

Screen printing 

equipment. Materials to 

create a range of mono- 

prints, lino prints. 

Application Initial exploration of 
objects, paint and 

techniques. 

Using objects and fingers 

to explore printing lines/ 

shapes. 

Exploring with repeat 

printing. 

Creating own designs 

using various objects/ 

materials and use these 

to explore printing. 

Create own designs, 

making them more 

complex. 

Be independent and 

inventive when exploring 

printing techniques. 

Independently select 

appropriate tools to 

develop ideas. 

Developing 

responses. 

Discussion of own work. Discuss objects used 

within own work and 

positive response to 

friends work.. Discuss 

techniques used. 

Ask and answer 

questions about starting 

points e.g whether 

particular objects/ 

textures will print 

effectively. Predict. 

Make connections 

between their own work 

and real life 

observations/ similarities 

e.g. wallpaper, paper 

bags. 

Create printing 

techniques with 

particular attention to 

detail. Discuss possible 

improvements. 

Have the confidence to 

take an original idea and 

change/ adapt it to 

develop it further. 

To show some 

understanding of how 

work is affected by the 

technique and texture 

used. 

KEY VOCAB. Like, dislike, because. Impression, Mono-Print. Random. Organised. 

Repeat. Infilling. 

Create, design, Perspex, 

mono-print. 

Detail, improvement, 

technique. 

Original, change, adapt, 

develop, stencil. 

Technique, texture, 

independent, select. 



Skills Progression – TEXTILES 

 

Year EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5  Year 6 

Focus Exploring a range of 

fabrics and textiles. 

Develop combining 

thread and materials 

and introduce tie dying. 

Continue to develop 

combining thread and 

materials. Look at 

textiles as inspiration for 

own work. 

Introduction to putting 

pattern onto fabric and 

weaving/ plaiting. 

Develop additional 

methods of putting 

pattern onto fabric. 

Using a structure to 

hold weaving. 

Weaving; working 

within given limitations 

e.g. colour/ texture.  

Soft sculptures and 

appliqué. 

Skills Combine thread and 

material in a variety of 

ways. 

Developing stitches.  

Methods of tying. 

Develop accuracy of 

stitching.  

Using fabric paints and 

block printing skills to 

print onto fabric. 

‘Under/ over’ 

movement for weaving. 

Exploring methods of 

pattern making on 

fabric. 

Weaving within a 

frame. 

Develop weaving skills 

with further accuracy.  

Selecting appropriate 

materials and 

equipment.  

Using sewing skills to 

attach fabrics together. 

Develop ideas and 

create from initial 

drawings. 

Suggested tools 

and equipment. 

Various fabrics and 

textiles, threads, blunt 

needles. 

Dyes, fabric, blunt 

needles, buckets. 

Fabric, blunt needles, 

scissors. 

Materials for printing, 

fabric paints, fabric, 

thick thread, wool, 

string 

Printing blocks, found 

materials, paints and 

trays. 

Frames e.g polystyrene 

trays/ card. Thick wool, 

rags. 

Variety of fabric, 

materials and 

equipment. (frames 

etc.) for weaving. 

Fabrics and various 

materials, e.g. sequins, 

net. Wadding, stuffing, 

scissors, needles, if 

possible - sewing 

machine.  

Application Exploring and 
experimenting by 
wrapping, tying, altering 
the appearance etc. 

Explore methods of 

tying and the resulting 

patterns. 

Use previous experience 

of stitching to develop 

further accuracy and 

neatness. 

Print on fabric. Create a 

woven/ plaited article 

using basic weaving/ 

plaiting skills. 

Print on fabric. Create 

weaving using a frame. 

Improved dexterity.  

Create own piece of 

woven work with 

specific focus. 

From initial sketch or 

drawing create a soft 

sculpture or appliqués 

with independent 

selection of tools and 

equipment. 

Developing 

responses. 

Discussion of own work. Discuss outcomes of 

dying, own and others 

work. 

Responding to examples 

of textiles that they 

have seen. 

Evaluating outcome of 

work and explaining 

reasons for choice of 

fabric etc. 

Compare ideas, 

methods and 

approaches in their own 

and others work. 

Discuss possible 

improvements. 

To adapt their work, 

discussing how they 

might develop it further. 

To discuss how 

materials selected 

recreate their drawing/ 

sketch. To evaluate own 

work. 

KEY VOCAB. Join, wrap, stitch, tie, 

pull, stretch, rip. 

Tie, dye, wrap, tight, 

loose. 

Pattern, rough, smooth, 

woven, stiff, floppy, 

shiny, sparkly, thick, 

flimsy. 

Print, transfer, weave, 

plait, woven, fabric,  

Print, frame, weave, 

woven,  

Select, independent, 

create, focus, specific. 

Evaluate, recreate, 

appliqué, sculpture. 



 
Skills Progression – 3D 

  

Year EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Focus 

Properties of their work 

and viewpoints 

(difference between 2D/ 

3D ) 

Properties of their work 

and viewpoints. Surface 

decoration. 

Papier mache, form and 

surface texture. 

Form, technique in joining 

component parts. 

Painting pattern onto 3D 

object. 

Plaster casting. 

Clay. 

Space. Diorama. 3D work 

inspired by another 

culture. 

Plaster bandage (mod-

roc) work.  

Create bas relief (to build 

up from a flat base e.g 

mask) 

Skills 

Confidence in handling 

modelling materials. 

Discuss and explain 

difference between 

2D/3D. 

Increased confidence in 

handling modelling 

materials. 

Develop understanding 

and awareness of the 

difference between 

2D/3D. 

Manual dexterity. 

Confidence to explore 

different modelling 

materials. 

Understanding methods 

of joining component 

parts. 

Painting onto 3D objects, 

selecting appropriate 

paint types. 

Learn how to plaster 

cast. 

Become more 

sophisticated in using 

clay. 

Applying all previous 

skills learnt but including 

awareness of space and 

perspective. 

Start from flat base, 

created from initial 

drawing. Build up using 

mod-roc, papier mache.  

Using hands to mould 

and model without tools. 

Suggested 

tools and 

equipment. 

Modelling materials- salt 

dough, clay, papier mache 

Modelling materials. 

Materials for surface 

decoration. 

Newspaper, paste, clay, 

clay tools, modelling 

tools, found materials to 

create surface texture. 

Clay. 

Found materials. 

Plaster, casts, clay. Box (diorama) Papier 

mache, clay, modelling 

materials and equipment. 

Mod-roc, papier mache. 

Application 

To explore and discuss 
properties. 

Consider adding surface 

decoration when creating 

a 3D model/ sculpture.  

To use found/ provided 

materials to create 

surface texture. 

Explore some form of 

working with papier 

mache (not balloon work) 

Model making. Focus on 

joining component parts.  

Selecting appropriate 

paint types e.g. will it 

need to be mixed with 

PVA glue? 

To put into practise new 

skills. 

Become more 

adventurous and 

confident with clay. 

To consolidate previous 

skills in creating 3D work. 

Using hands to mould and 

create 3D image from a 

flat starting point. 

Developing 

responses. 

Responding to whether 

materials can be twisted, 

rolled, bent, wet, joined, 

squeezed etc. 

Discussion of own and 

positive response to 

friends work. Discuss 

materials used. 

Ask and answer questions 

in relation to starting 

points e.g. selected tools, 

texture etc. 

Discussing techniques 

used. Which were 

successful? Which other 

techniques would be 

appropriate? 

Compare ideas and 

discuss possible 

improvements. 

To adapt their work 

according to their views 

and consider how they 

might develop it further. 

To show some 

understanding of how 

work is affected by the 

medium used. Evaluate 

own work. 

KEY 

VOCAB. 

Twist, roll, bend, wet, 

dry, join, squeeze. 

Add, surface, decoration, 

2D/3D difference. 

Papier mache, surface, 

texture, selection. 

Technique, component 

parts, joining. 

Plaster, cast. Hang, overlap, layer, 

perspective, space, 

diorama. 

Mould, bas relief, mod-

roc. 



Skills Progression – PAINTING. 
 

Year EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Focus 

Colour. 

2 primaries. 

Colour. 

Primary/ secondary 

shades of colour. 

Colour revision 

texture in paint. 

Colour. 

Warm and cool. 

Colour. 

How they work 

together. 

Colour. 

Symbolism (mood) 

Choice of painting 

media. 

Skills 

(Training in the 

use of a palette 

across Key 

Stages) 

Experimenting with 2 

primary colours, finding 

different shades. 

Recognise and name 
primary and secondary 
colours.  
Mix the above through 

experimentation and in 

a structured lesson. 

Making paint lighter and 

darker. 

Revision of Step 2 work 

and extend by asking 

children to match these 

to real life objects. 

Working with a range of 

shades linking colour 

and mood.e.g warm 

colours/ cool colours. 

The use of colour 

created by illusion. e.g 

pointillism using dots of 

selected colour. Also 

building on Step 4. 

Investigating and 

associating colours with 

feelings and moods. 

Using complementary 

and harmonising 

colours. Look at the 

effect that colours have 

on each other. 

Choose appropriate 

colours, media and 

equipment for a given 

brief. 

Suggested tools 

and equipment. 

Finger paint/ ready mix/ 
powder paint. 
Limited range of 

brushes.e.g thick/thin.  

Fingers. 

Range of papers. 

Finger paints, ready mix, 

large poster blocks and 

powder paint. 

Finger paints, ready mix, 

large poster blocks and 

powder paint. 

Ready mix paint, mixed 

with PVA, powder paint, 

large water colour tins, 

inks. 

Ready mix paint, mixed 

with PVA, powder paint, 

large water colour tins, 

inks.  

Ready mix paint, mixed 

with PVA, powder paint, 

large water colour tins, 

inks. Tubed water 

colours. 

Ready mix paint, mixed 

with PVA, powder paint, 

large water colour tins, 

inks. Tubed water 

colours. Wide range of 

paper and tools. 

Application 

Mixing thick and thin. 
Wet brush/ dry brush. 
Wet paper/ dry paper. 

Mixing thick and thin. 
Wet brush/ dry brush. 
Wet paper/ dry paper. 

Use range of tools to 

apply paint. 

Mixing thick and thin. 
Wet brush/ dry brush. 
Wet paper/ dry paper. 

Use range of tools to 

apply paint. All with 

increased confidence and 

independence. 

Mixing thick and thin. 
Wet brush/ dry brush. 
Wet paper/ dry paper. 

Select and use from a 

wider range of tools to 

apply paint. 

Improved control and 

appropriate selection of 

tools and equipment. 

Using textured paints. 

Independent selection of 

tools and equipment. 

Use paint in a focussed 

way e.g  large areas first, 

working lighter to darker 

colours. 

Independent selection of 

tools and equipment. 

Use paint in a focussed 

way e.g  large areas first, 

working lighter to darker 

colours. Develop 

perspective drawing  and 

awareness of receding 

tones. 

Developing 

responses. 

Discussion of own work. Discussion of own and 

positive response to 

friends work. Discuss 

colours used. 

Ask and answer 

questions about starting 

points e.g famous artists, 

for their work, and 

develop their ideas. 

Discussion of own and 

others work, comparing 

to famous artists and 

peers. 

Compare ideas, methods 

and approaches in their 

own and others work and 

say what they think and 

feel about them. Discuss 

possible improvements. 

To adapt their work 

according to their views 

and describe how they 

might develop it further.  

To show some 

understanding of how 

work is affected by the 

medium used and what 

the artist set out to 

achieve. 



KEY VOCAB. LIKE, DISLIKE, BECAUSE… 

 

 

Colour names. Primary 

colour names. 

 

Colour names. Primary 

colour names. Texture, 

colour, line, shades. 

Similar, different.  

 

Brush mark? 
Consistency. Apply. 
Texture vocab. 

Effectiveness of colour 

and mood. Reason with 

skills. 

Tone, shadow, 
pointillism, technique, 
illusion, improvement. 
Contrasting colours. 

. 

Adapt, develop, 

foreground, background, 

scale, brilliant, glowing, 

dark, faded, expressive. 

 

 

Perspective, viewpoint, 

receding tones. 

 

 



Skills Progression – DRAWING. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Year EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Focus Mark making, blending 

and rubbing. 

Observational 

drawing. 

Tone, blending and 

rubbing. 

Objects need to 

overlap. Understand 

space, sketching from 

more than one angle. 

Foreground and 

background, shading 

with different types 

of pencil.  

Build on previous 

skills, using a variety 

of media. 

Portraits and figure 

work. Sketches of 

action figures and 

parts of body. 

Close and more 

detailed 

observational 

drawings from 

different views. 

Skills Using ends, sides, 

pressing lightly, pressing 

hard, making thin and 

thick lines. 

Draw overall shape 

and show some detail 

within. Shading. 

To record, from 

observation, more than 

one object from still 

life, to include 

overlapping. 

Select and use different 

pencil types appropriately 

for shading.  

Understand depth, 

foreground, background 

and middle distance. 

Review, reinforce and 

explore techniques. 

Extend all previous 

skills. 

Use a viewfinder for 

observational drawing, 

introduce technique of 

perspective. 

Suggested tools and 

equipment. 

Thick and thin wax 

crayons, oil pastels, chalk, 

chalk pastels and charcoal 

and a range of paper. 

Thick and thin wax 

crayons, oil pastels, 

chalk, chalk pastels and 

charcoal, felt pen, pencil 

and a range of paper. 

Thick and thin wax 

crayons, oil pastels, 

chalk, chalk pastels and 

charcoal, felt pen, range 

of pencil types. 

Thick and thin wax 

crayons, oil pastels, 

chalk, chalk pastels and 

charcoal, felt pen, range 

of pencil types, 

watercolour pencils. 

Thick and thin wax 

crayons, oil pastels, 

chalk, chalk pastels and 

charcoal, felt pen, range 

of pencil types, 

watercolour. 

Thick and thin wax 

crayons, oil pastels, 

chalk, chalk pastels and 

charcoal, felt pen, range 

of pencil types, 

watercolour. 

Thick and thin wax 

crayons, oil pastels, 

chalk, chalk pastels and 

charcoal, felt pen, range 

of pencil types, 

watercolour, inks. 

Application Comparing types of 
crayon, comparing crayon 
on different types of 
paper/ surface. 

Tonal work, highlights 

and shadows. Record 

details of 

observations. 

Line and shape, 

highlights and 

shadows, rubbing. 

Improved control, 

appropriate selection 

of medium. 

Improved control, 

appropriate selection 

of medium. 

Developing ideas from 

drawings into one or 

more mediums. 

Identifying close and 

specific detail. 

Developing 

Responses. 

Discussion of own work.  Discussion of own and positive 

response to friends work.. 

Discuss techniques used. 

Make connections between 

their own work and that of 

other artists e.g Cezanne. 

Portray observations 

accurately and 

sensitively. 

Review and change work 

if necessary to develop 

ideas. 

Extend their knowledge 

of the work of other 

artists to enhance their 

own imagination and 

inventiveness. 

Develop own style and 

compare with other 

artists and peers. 

KEY VOCAB. Like, dislike, because, 

blend, smudge, rub. 

Observation, outline, 

shade, shadows. 

Highlight, shadow, 

overlapping, angle. 

Foreground, background, 

middle distance, depth. 
See previous steps. See previous steps. See previous steps. 



 
Skills Progression – COLLAGE and MIXED MEDIA 

Year EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Focus Paper / collage. 

Use of found materials. 

Working with 2 or 3 media. 

Paper collage. 

Colour mixing. 

Mixed media. 

Found materials. 

Working as a group. 

Collage onto background. 

Space and depth. 

Mixed media. 

Space and composition. Use 

different media for foreground 

and background. 

Tone and texture within 

collage.  

Specific use of paper- select 

for texture and tone. Colour 

own paper for use within 

work. 

Mixed media collage. 

Interpreting paintings in mixed 

media. 

Collage and tone. 

Colour and pattern. 

Complimentary/contrast 

Mixed media collage. 

Skills Cutting and tearing, selecting 

from a range provided. Using 

glue/ paste to attach to base. 

Using 2 or 3 media on the 

same piece of work. 

Crushing and tearing, selecting 

from a range provided. Selecting 

appropriate types and shapes of 

paper. Overlapping media. Using 

glue/ paste to attach to base. 

Using 2 or 3 media on the same 

piece of work. 

Develop an understanding 

of space using backgrounds 

with overlapping objects, 

collaged on top.   

Selective effective media to 

emphasise foreground and 

background appropriately 

within work. 

Select mixed media to create 

a picture in a pleasing way. 

Colouring the paper the 

required colour. 

Selecting from paper range 

provided for texture, tone 

or to adapt for use within 

own work. 

Consider using fabrics and 

thinking about texture as well as 

line within portraits. 

Use newspaper to show tone in 

representation of own drawing. 

Represent themselves within 

collage. 

To recognise complimentary, 

harmonising or clashing colours. 

Paper cutting follows a specific 

pattern as well, e.g. zig-zag, curves. 

To space out or overlap to create 

interesting visual effect. 

Suggested tools 

and equipment. 

Wide range of textures and 

colour. 

Base canvas (paper/ card etc) 

Scissors, sand, paint, crayons, 

glue, paste. Various types of 

paper. 

Wide range of textures and 

colour. 

Base canvas (paper/ card etc) 

Scissors, glue, paste, paint, sand, 

crayons. 

Various types of paper. 

Wide range of textures and 

colour. 

Base canvas (paper/ card 

etc) 

Scissors, glue, paste, paint, 

sand, crayons. 

Various types of paper. 

Wide range of textures and 

colour. 

Base canvas (paper/ card etc) 

Scissors, glue, paste, paint, 

sand, crayons. 

Various types of paper. Found 

materials. 

Range of textured and 

coloured paper. 

Wide range of textures and 

colour. 

Base canvas (paper/ card 

etc) 

Scissors, glue, paste, paint, 

sand, crayons. 

Various types of paper. 

Found materials. 

Range of textured and coloured 

paper. 

Wide range of textures and 

colour. 

Base canvas (paper/ card etc) 

Scissors, glue, paste, paint, sand, 

crayons. 

Various types of paper. Found 

materials. 

Newspaper. 

Range of textured and coloured paper. 

Wide range of textures and colour. 

Base canvas (paper/ card etc) 

Scissors, glue, paste, paint, sand, 

crayons. 

Various types of paper. Found 

materials. 

Newspaper. 

Application To explore by tearing and 
cutting and attaching to base 
canvas. 

To create 2D/3D work with 2 or 3 

media by crushing, tearing, 

selecting, overlapping papers/ 

plastic films. 

Create own background for 

collaged work. 

Create background and 

foreground using mixed 

media. Match appropriate 

found materials to the scene 

being created.  

To adapt paper by colouring 

to suit work being 

undertaken. 

Choosing appropriate materials 

for collage. 

Select appropriate media for use 

within collage depicting 

complimentary, harmonising or 

clashing colours. 

Developing 

responses. 

To discuss own work. Discussion of own and positive 

response to friends work. Discuss 

media used. 

Ask and answer questions 

about starting points. 

Discussion of own and others 

work. Particularly in relation to 

materials selected and their 

relevance to their work. 

Encourage the use of 

specific vocabulary when 

talking about their own 

work. 

To adapt their work according to 

their views and describe how 

they might develop it further. 

To show some understanding of how 

work is affected by the medium used 

and what the artist set out to achieve. 

KEY VOCAB. Tear, cut, stick, choose, attach. 

Collage. 

2D/ 3D crush, tear, cut, overlap, 

colour change. 

Background, foreground,  Relevant, foreground 

background, texture, 

appropriate. 

Tone, texture, adapt, alter, 

range. 

Tone, texture, portrait, 

appropriate. 

Complimentary, harmonising, 

clashing. 


