
English Lesson
Year 3 

Monday 1st February
Can I write an opening paragraph for a Stone 

Age story?

Write your date and title in 
your exercise book.
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Describing the Appearance of a Character
Look carefully at this illustration of the main character from ‘How to Skin a Bear’ with her dog 
and write a piece of descriptive writing about what you can see in the picture. You don’t need to 
have read any of the book to complete this activity — but if you have, then you can use what 
you know!

As the text of ‘How to Skin a Bear’ is written in the present tense, keep your writing in the 
present tense too to practise this skill.

There is a word bank to help you if you need it.
Sentence StartersHelpful Words

The girl is 
standing…

His eyes…

His paws...

He walks in a… 
way.

Her tunic is…

There are…

On her wrist…

She looks…

Around her legs…

young

friendly

fierce

smiling

thick

furry 

bracelet 

leg warmers

twine

tame 

gentle 

careful

alert

nervously

close

loyal

huge

barefooted

dazzling

shimmering



Today we are going to read the first part of chapter 9 of the story called, How to 
Skin a Bear.

Read the first part 
of chapter 9 on the 

next 3 slides.

Look for ideas and 
phrases that you 
can put into your 

own story.



This is how the 
characters 
record the 
number 9.
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How does Bee’s Dad feel?

Why do you think he feels 
this way?

How do you think he will feel 
when he sees Bee again?



This week, we will be writing our own story set in the 
Stone Age.

To help us, we will borrow the structure of the Stone Age Boy story.

Stone Age Boy



We will be using this plot outline to help us write our 
stories this week. We will write one story section per day.

Opening

Your main character 
falls back in time to 

the Stone Age

Build Up

You meet a Stone 
Age tribe and live 
with them for a 

while.

Problem

You meet a dangerous 
wild animal. Resolution

You fall back in 
time back to the 

year 2021.

Ending

What happened next?
What did you learn?

How did this change you?

Which will be the longest 
part of the story?

Monday’s 
Lesson

Tuesday’s 
Lesson

Wednesday’s 
Lesson

Thursday’s 
Lesson

Friday’s 
Lesson



Task: Today, you are going to write your opening 
paragraph to your story.

• Describe your main character – a modern day child from 2021

• Your main character falls back in time to the Stone Age – How?

• Describe where he/she ends up
• How does your main character feel?

In this paragraph… If you are not sure 
how to start …

Opening Story Sentences

Once, there was…
One morning…

One day…
On his way to school…

Ben was a friendly child…
Sally was 8 years old and…

Annie was in her garden and…Teacher Example Paragraph  - on the next page.



Teacher Example Story Opening Paragraph
Annie’s Stone age Adventure

Annie was 8 years old and always neat and tidy. She was enjoying drawing a rose in her back garden. 
There was a bee on it! She quickly stepped back and caught her foot on a stone, then felt her balance go.

“AAhhhhhhhh!” she cried as she fell head-first towards the dirty, lumpy flowerbed. She landed heavily 
and then everything went black…

Annie sat up slowly and rubbed her sore head. She clumsily stood up. She was in a dark, cold, echoey 
place that smelt of earth and dirt. 

“Yuk!” She muttered to herself. Her pink summer dress was all covered in bits of itchy leaf. 

“Where am I?” she whispered to herself, now feeling a bit panicky. As her eyes got used to the darkness, 
she realised she was in a cave, and she could just make out beautiful animals painted all over the dark, 
lumpy cave walls. 

“Wow!” she commented to herself and turned to look for a way out. She could see a glow of sunlight in 
the distance, so decided to stumble in that direction.



How did you do?

I can’t wait to look at your work.

Don’t forget to put your 
finished work on Class 

Dojo!


