
English Lesson
Year 3 

Tuesday 2nd February
Can I write a build up paragraph for a Stone 

Age story?

Write your date and title in 
your exercise book.
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Describing the Appearance of a Character
Look carefully at this illustration of the main character from ‘How to Skin a Bear’ with her dog 
and write a piece of descriptive writing about what you can see in the picture. You don’t need to 
have read any of the book to complete this activity — but if you have, then you can use what 
you know!

As the text of ‘How to Skin a Bear’ is written in the present tense, keep your writing in the 
present tense too to practise this skill.

There is a word bank to help you if you need it.
Sentence StartersHelpful Words

The girl is 
standing…

His eyes…

His paws...

He walks in a… 
way.

Her tunic is…

There are…

On her wrist…

She looks…

Around her legs…

young

friendly

fierce

smiling

thick

furry 

bracelet 

leg warmers

twine

tame 

gentle 

careful

alert

nervously

close

loyal

huge

barefooted

dazzling

shimmering



Today we are going to read the last part of chapter 9 of the story called, How to 
Skin a Bear.

Read the last part 
of chapter 9 on the 

next 5 slides.

Look for ideas and 
phrases that you 

can use in your own 
story.
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Did you enjoy 
this story?

Which was your 
favourite bit?

Did you like the 
way it ended?



Today, we will be writing the build up part of our own 
story set in the Stone Age.

To help us, we will borrow the structure of the Stone Age Boy story.

Stone Age Boy



We will be using this plot outline to help us write 
our stories this week.

Opening

Your main character 
falls back in time to 

the Stone Age

Build Up

You meet a Stone 
Age tribe and live 
with them for a 

while.

Problem

You meet a dangerous 
wild animal. Resolution

You fall back in 
time back to the 

year 2021.

Ending

What happened next?
What did you learn?

How did this change you?

Which will be the longest 
part of the story?

Monday’s 
Lesson

Tuesday’s 
Lesson

Wednesday’s 
Lesson

Thursday’s 
Lesson

Friday’s 
Lesson



Task: Today, you are going to write your build up 
paragraph to your story.

• Your main character meets a stone age character –
describe them.
• The stone age character takes your main character to 

their tribe.
• Describe the tribe.
• What does your main character get up to with the tribe?

• What do they eat?
• What do they wear?
• What are their homes like?
• How do they hunt?

In this paragraph… Try to use adverbs and 
prepositions:

Teacher Example Paragraph  - on the next page.

Adverbs Prepositions
Quickly
Quietly
Happily
Slowly

Cautiously
Excitedly
Hungrily
Carefully
Messily
Neatly
Kindly 

Soon…
Suddenly…
After that…
Eventually…

Then…
The next morning…

Next to…
Behind the…
Inside the…

Outside the…
In the…



Teacher Example Story Build Up Paragraph
This part of the story is the longest. I have used two slides to write my build up.

When she reached the edge of the cave, she looked around her. She couldn’t see her garden, 
her house or anything that was familiar to her. What was going on? Then, a short dirty looking 
boy walked around a tree and froze. He stared at her for a moment, then walked slowly closer.

Annie stood very still and felt very confused. The boy was wearing animal skins all held in place 
with bits of rough brown rope. Even his feet were wrapped up in this way. In his hand he held a 
long wooden spear shaft with a sharp looking flint point. She had seen pictures of people 
dressed like this in her history lessons at school. He looked just like someone who lived during 
the stone age!

He slowly gave her modern clothes a poke. He seemed fascinated by her flowery wrist watch 
too. He stepped back and pointed towards himself.

“Ogg,” he said and then pointed at her. 

“Annie,” she replied pointing towards herself.
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Ogg seemed to be very friendly and led her through the wood until they came to a clearing. 
There, she saw a large brown tent that seemed to be made of animal skins tied to a tall 
wooden frame. Around it were about 8 other people dressed just like Ogg. They showed her 
around their clearing. There was a fire pit with meat roasting above it on a wooden frame. Next 
to this was a lady scraping a deer skin to get all the yucky bits off. Annie wrinkled her nose at 
the smell. There was also a man chipping bits of flint off a larger piece of flint. He was making 
more of the spear heads like the one Ogg held.

After the tour of the clearing, Ogg’s mum handed Annie a wooden bowl of stew. It smelt like 
heaven!

“Yum, this is delicious,” smiled Annie. Drips of the stew were going all over her ruined dress, 
but it was so tasty, she didn’t care. 

It was soon starting to get dark, and everyone settled into the tent for the night wrapped in 
even more animal skins. A space was made for Annie and she slept surprisingly well. It had 
been a tiring day!
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How did you do?

I can’t wait to look at your work.

Don’t forget to put your 
finished work on Class 

Dojo!


