
English Lesson
Year 3 

Wednesday 3rd February
Can I write a problem paragraph for a Stone 

Age story?

Write your date and title in 
your exercise book.
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Describing the Appearance of a Character
Look carefully at this illustration of the main character from ‘How to Skin a Bear’ with her dog 
and write a piece of descriptive writing about what you can see in the picture. You don’t need to 
have read any of the book to complete this activity — but if you have, then you can use what 
you know!

As the text of ‘How to Skin a Bear’ is written in the present tense, keep your writing in the 
present tense too to practise this skill.

There is a word bank to help you if you need it.
Sentence StartersHelpful Words

The girl is 
standing…

His eyes…

His paws...

He walks in a… 
way.

Her tunic is…

There are…

On her wrist…

She looks…

Around her legs…

young

friendly

fierce

smiling

thick

furry 

bracelet 

leg warmers

twine

tame 

gentle 

careful

alert

nervously

close

loyal

huge

barefooted

dazzling

shimmering



Today, we will be writing the problem part of our own 
story set in the Stone Age.

To help us, we will borrow the structure of the Stone Age Boy story.

Stone Age Boy



We will be using this plot outline to help us write 
our stories this week.

Opening

Your main character 
falls back in time to 

the Stone Age

Build Up

You meet a Stone 
Age tribe and live 
with them for a 

while.

Problem

You meet a dangerous 
wild animal. Resolution

You fall back in 
time back to the 

year 2021.

Ending

What happened next?
What did you learn?

How did this change you?

Which will be the longest 
part of the story?

Monday’s 
Lesson

Tuesday’s 
Lesson

Wednesday’s 
Lesson

Thursday’s 
Lesson

Friday’s 
Lesson



Warm Up: We are going to look for ideas that we can borrow for our own 
stories from the the story called, How to Skin a Bear.

Look at the moment 
when Bee came upon a 

dangerous animal.

How did the author 
make this part of the 

story exciting?

How did the author 
help you to imagine 

what was happening?

How do you know 
what the character is 
thinking and feeling?



Task: Today, you are going to write your problem 
paragraph to your story.

• Your main character meets a dangerous 
animal – describe it.
• How does your main character feel?
• What does your main character do about the 

situation?
• What does your main character say? 

In this paragraph…
Try to use speech punctuation.

Teacher Example Paragraph  - on the next page.

Rules to remember:
• Don’t forget your inverted commas.
• Start a new line for each new speaker.
• Start speech with a capital letter.
• Put punctuation before the last inverted 

comma.
Example:
“Quick, throw your spear Bee,” Ben whispered.
Bee replied in a panic, “I’ve run out of spears,"
The bear roared, “Grrrrrrrrrr!”
“Run for it!” Ben screamed.



Teacher Example Story Problem Paragraph
The next morning, Annie woke to a hive of activity. She soon realised what was happening. They were going 
hunting! Annie was given her very own spear to hold. Although she was a bit scared by the idea, she was 
also very excited. She decided to stick close to Ogg and copy everything he did.

They set off along the winding stream for quite a while. She was really enjoying herself. 

Suddenly everyone stopped and crouched down.

“Shhhh,” Ogg whispered. He pointed through the long grass at something large, smelly and very hairy. It was 
a woolly rhinoceros. Annie had seen one in a book once. It had a long, sharp horn and looked very 
dangerous!

Slowly and quietly, the tribe crept forwards and spread out. Annie decided it was best to hide behind a rock 
and stay out of the way. 

Crack! Ogg stood on a dry branch which snapped beneath him. The woolly rhinoceros spotted him. It 
started snorting and swinging its head back and forth. Suddenly it charged forward in Ogg’s direction!

“Run, Ogg!” Annie shouted at the top of her voice. Ogg did just that. Although Annie could see that Ogg was 
fast, the rhino was faster. It was going to catch up with Ogg. Annie knew she had to do something fast!



How did you do?

I can’t wait to look at your work.

Don’t forget to put your 
finished work on Class 

Dojo!


