
Literacy Whole School Overview 
St Maria Goretti Catholic Primary School 

 Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
  

EYFS See EYFS overview      

Year 1 Narrative based on a story 
 
Lost and Found by Oliver 
Jeffers – write own version 
of the story 
 
Information Text 
Create penguin fact file 

Narrative based on a story 
 
Zog by Julia Donaldson – 
write descriptions and own 
version of the story 
 
Poems on a theme  
Create bonfire night poems 

Narrative – familiar settings  
 
Little Red Riding Hood – 
write a letter from the 
character 
 
Recount  
The Great Fire of London 
Diary entry  

Narrative- familiar setting 
 
Jack and the Beanstalk - 
description and own version 
of the story  
 
Instructions 
Follow instructions/ write 
own instructions for planting 
a bean 

 

Narrative – stories with 
familiar patterns 

 
No –Bot – write a new page 
for the story 
 
Poetry  
10 Little Robots 

 

Narrative 

 

Oliver’s Fruit Salad – create 
own fruit salad. 
 
Instructions 
How to make a fruit salad 

 

Year 2  Animal adventure stories  
The Way Home for Wolf by 
Rachel Bright  - children 
write their own story about 
a lost animal on the African 
savanna 

Non-Fiction – Non 
chronological report 
Information books about 
wolves and animals of the 
African savannah – Children 
create a poster about 
wolves and a poster about 
an animal on the African 
savanna 

 

  

 Stories in familiar settings  
The owl who was afraid of 
the dark by Jill Tomlinson 
(chapter book) – children 
write an extra chapter for 
the book  
 
Poetry – Poems on a theme  
Number poems using a range 
of adjectives – children write 
their own one to ten poem 
using a range of creative 
adjectives 

  
 

Non-Fiction – Instructions  
How to wash a woolly 
mammoth by Michelle 
Robinson – children write a 
set of instructions 
 
Poetry - Riddles  - children 
write their own ‘What am?’ 
riddle following a pattern 
from the riddles read in class  
 

  
 

Narrative – Stories by the 
same author – Roald Dahl  
The enormous crocodile 
Esio Trot 
Fantastic Mr Fox 
Children write their own 
version of the Enormous 
crocodile with different 
problems happening. 
 
Non-Fiction – Recounts: 
letter  
Linked to cross-curricular 
work in History and RE 

  
 

Narrative – Story as a 
theme  
Aladdin (Disney Animated 
Classics)  
 
 
 
 
End of Key Stage One SATs 
tests – May  

 

Narrative – Traditional tales 
with a twist  
Fairy Tale Twists series by 
Katie Dale – Children 
choose and write their own 
twisted tale based on a 
fairy or traditional story 
 
Non-Fiction – Explanation 
text  
Linked to cross-curricular 
work on the seaside 
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Year 3 Narrative based on a novel 
 
Paddington Bear by Michael 
Bond – Letters/ Write own 
version of a Paddington 
adventure story 
 
Recount/Biographies 
 
Coming to England by 
Floella Benjamin – Diary 
entries/short biography 
(Black History Month)  

  
 

Narrative – Quest story 
 
The Ice Palace by Rpbert 
Swindells  –  
 
Poems with a structure 
Winter shape poems  
 
 
The Snowman by Raymond 
Briggs 

  
 

Story on a theme 
 
Stone Age Boy by Satoshi 
Kitamura  – write a story set 
in Stone Age times  
 
Discussion text  
 
Would you prefer to live in 
Stone Age times or the 
present day?  
 
Poems on a theme  

  
 

Fables 
 
 Aesop’s fables by Michael 
Rosen/other versions of 
fables – write own version of 
a well know fable/ Letter – 
write in role as a character 
from a fable 
 
 Folk tales (giants theme)  

  
Write own version of a folk 

tale 

Escape from Pompeii 
 
Recount – letter/diary  
   
Information text – 
information text based on 
the Romans (research)  

 

Stories based on an issue 
 
Cliffhanger by Jaqueline 
Wilson – Recount/Diary 
entries 
 
 Persuasion  
 
Persuasive letters 

  
 

Year 4 Novel as a theme 
 
The Iron Many by Ted 
Hughes - Write a diary 
entry/Write instructions 
 
Narrative poetry  
Linked to the Iron Man 

  
 

Fairy Tales 
 
Puss in Boots - write our own 
fairy tale 
 
 Explanation text; solve a 
problem.  

  
 

Stories with Issues and 
Dilemmas 
 
The Worst Witch, Suitcase 
Kids, Secret Friends, One 
Man Band – Write own story 
with an issue/dilemma  
 
Persuasive advert  
 
Write persuasive advert for 
own product Issues  

  
 

Novel on a theme 
 
Charlotte’s Web by EB White 
 
Beowulf  
 
Persuasive letters  
 
List poems and Kennings  

  
 

Narrative poetry;  
 
Egyptian Cinderella, linked 
to Ancient Egypt  
 
 Play scripts 
 
Alice in Wonderland, 
Goldilocks and the 3 Bears- 
Create own play script 
using a traditional tale  

  
 

Debate 
 
The Three Little Pigs and 
Jack and the Beanstalk –  
 create balanced arguments  
 
Poems with a structure 
 
Shape poems  

  
 

Year 5 Legends 
 
Outlaw by Michael 
Morpurgo - write own 
legend 
 
Recount/Biography 
 

Narrative based on a novel 
 
Wild Boy by Rob Lloyd Jones 
- Writing a detailed wanted 
poster of Mr Finch 
 
Newspaper report 
 

Poems with figurative 
language  
 
The Boy in the Tower by 
Polly Ho-Yen – writing a 
poem about the Bluchers 
 
Balanced argument  

Recount  
 
The Nowhere Emporium by 
Ross Mackenzie - Writing a 
diary from Daniel’s point of 
view  
 
Narrative - fantasy stories  

Persuasion  
 
The Great Kapok Tree by 
Lynne Cherry – Delivering a 
persuasive presentation to 
stop deforestation.  
 
Non-chronological Report 

Myths  
 
Percy Jackson and the 
lightening Thief by Rick 
Riordan – writing our own 
myths  
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Writing a biography about 
the life of St Bernadette  
 

Writing a newspaper report 
about the mysterious murder 
of Professor Wollstonecraft 

 

 
Should Ade have left the 
tower? 
 

 

 
Writing our own story with a 
magical shop 
 
Poems with a structure 
 
Limericks  

  
 

 
Writing a non-chronological 
report about our own 
Amazon animal 
 
Classic narrative poetry  
 
The Explorer by Katherine 
Rundell – writing an 
Amazon adventure poem 

  
 

Film and play scripts  
 

Year 6 Narrative, Horror/Courage  
 
A Monster Calls (Patrick 
Ness)  
 
Non- chronological reports 
 
The Origin of Species 
(Sabina Radera) – Non-
fiction, Adaptation  
 
Poetry  
 
Moth (Isabel Thomas) 
Evolution  

  
 

Narrative, Adventure  
 
The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter (Philip Pullman) 
 
Persuasive Letter  
 
Letter to Scrooge – Non-
fiction,  

  
 

Narrative, Story  
 
The Arrival Journey 
 
Non-fiction, Postcard  
 
Postcard from Prison, 
Locked up (Drama)  

 

Persuasive Speech  
 
Anglo Saxon Battle – Non-
Fiction, 
 
Narrative Story 
 
Varmints (Marc Craste) –
Creatures  

  
 

Recount  
 
Letters from the Light 
House (Emma Carroll)  
 
Narrative, Romance  
 
Blitz Paperman (Disney) –
Together  

  
 

Narrative Poetry  
 
Hope-o-Potamus (Greg 
James and Chris Smith)  
 
Narrative, Story 
 
Hope The Journey 
(Francesca Sanna) –, New 
Start  

  
 

       


