
Quickly remind yourself of some of the discussion texts we have read. 
Can you identify the title, introduction, reasons for, reasons against 
and the conclusion? 



So far we have read a discussion text on the following 
topics.

Should children wear a school uniform? 

Should boys learn cookery?

Should children do homework?

Do cats make good pets?

Remind yourself 
of these texts by 
reading the next 

few slides











In Friday’s lesson, you were identifying the key features of a 
discussion text and how they are organised. Remind yourself of 
the organisation by reading the text on the next slide. 



Should boys learn cookery?

In our class we have been discussing whether or not boys as well as girls should have to 
learn cookery. 

Some of the class believe that all children should have to learn cookery. They have a 
number of reasons for suggesting this. Their first reason is that when you leave home, 
you have to be able to look after yourself, and this involves cooking. Another reason is 
that many girls do not enjoy cooking and would not want to cook for their husbands. 
Furthermore, it is not fair that a man should be able to sit and watch television while 
their girlfriend is cooking. These people argue that everyone should learn to cook 
because they will need this skill in life and because people should help each other and 
take turns. 

On the other hand, there are quite a few people in our class who believe that boys 
should not bother with cookery. They argue that boys could easily buy a take-away or 
use a microwave meal. They believe that if they do not enjoy cooking then they should 
not have to do it. Some people just say that cooking is a job for girls. They think that 
boys’ time would be better spent if they learned how to mend a car or build things. 

Finally, having listened to all arguments that people have suggested I have made my own 
mind up. I believe that girls and boys should learn subjects that will help them with 
everyday living. This means that everyone should learn cookery as well as how to mend a 
car. This would mean that people could choose what to do depending on what they like 
and what they are good at. 

An opening 
paragraph which 
states what is 

being discussed 
(introduction)

The reasons 
for

A title- what is 
being discussed. 
This is normally 

a question. 

The reasons 
against

A final 
paragraph 

stating your 
opinion



An opening 
paragraph/
introduction

The reasons 
for 

The reasons 
against 

A final 
paragraph 

stating your 
opinion

Should animals perform in 
circuses? 

A title –
question 



This is the one you 
had as your task. 
How did you get 
on? 

An opening 
paragraph which 
states what is 

being discussed 
(introduction)



- Clear title that shows what is being 
discussed

- Opening paragraph/introduction – states 
what is being discussed and why 

- Paragraph with reasons for.

- Paragraph with reasons against

- Final paragraph stating your views and 
provide reasons

Checklist for the structure of a 
discussion text

We will add these features to our working 
wall. 

Make sure you 
remember these as 

you will need to 
make sure your 

writing is structured 
like this



Yesterday we were looking at the language used in a discussion text. How 
many examples did you find? 



Language of discussion 

My personal opinion is ... because …

I believe that ……

Another reason for saying this is…

Furthermore…

Also….

Additionally……

In addition to this…..

The main reason for this is ……..

On the other hand……

I suggest that….

Alternatively, I believe….

However…..

A different view is……

….. Because…….

Finally, the most important …….

We will use these in 
our own writing 



Tuesday  12th January 2021 

Can I write sentences for and against 
on a topic? 

Remember to use 
your best 

handwriting and 
presentation at all 

times. 

Write the date 
and title neatly 
in your home 
learning book



Today we are  going to use some titles  for discussion 
texts to write complex sentences that present both 
sides of the argument.

Can you remember any sentences that you collected 
that were good for introducing an argument for a 
subject?

How about for introducing a counter argument?



Some people believe…….

Some people state…….

Some people think….

One reason  for ……… is 

Although some people are against ….., there are may 
people who believe that………

A large majority of the class believe………

If children didn’t …….., then this would 
cause……………………….

These are a few examples 
of how to introduce an 
argument in a discussion 
text. 



On the other hand, many people 
believe…...

Alternatively, others think that…

However, many people are 
against…..

Although some people are for….., other people are 
against this because ………..

A large majority of the class are against ….  because 

If children……..

These are a few 
examples of how 
to introduce a 
counter argument 
in a discussion 
text 



Should children be allowed to 
bring mobile phones to school?

Present an argument for children being allowed to 
bring mobile phones to school and give a reason.

Present an argument against children being allowed 
to bring mobile phones to school and give a reason. 

Have a go at 
this one. 



Should children be allowed to bring mobile 
phones to school?

For 

• Mobile phones can help with 
learning e.g research, 
calculators

• Need to move with the times

• Some children live a long way 
from school and go home by 
themselves. They need to be 
in contact with their parents.

Against 

• Could be a distraction in 
class and children may mess 
around with them e.g play 
games

• They could get stolen
• Children are getting 

addicted to technology and 
should have time away from 
screens



Some people believe that children should be allowed to bring 
mobile phones to school because some children have to travel a 
long way on their own and having their mobile phone with them 
means that their parents will know they are safe. 

On the other hand, some people state that bringing mobile phones 
to school is not a good idea because they are expensive and they 
could get stolen.

Should children be allowed to 
bring mobile phones to school?

Look at the 
examples below

For

Against 



Task 

Choose 4 questions (there are some on the next slide too)  write two sentences for each. One 
argument for and one against. Make sure you use the sentence starters from the previous slides. 





Some people state that playtimes should be banned at primary school 
because they think that too much learning time is wasted. Children take 
too long coming in from playtimes and 15 minutes sometimes turns into 
nearly 30 minutes.

However, others believe that playtimes should not be banned because 
children need to play and socialise with their friends. 



Don’t forget to make us smile 
and post work onto Class Dojo!

For great work 
posted, there 
will be dojos 

given out!


