\/\/elcome to Tmckers (Pre

Schoo[) omd xp[orers

(Receptton) .
Ear[g YQars Foundatton Stage EYFS
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The Staty

Mrs Howe - Executive Headteacher

Mrs Beasley — Executive Deputy Headteacher
Mrs Lodge —SENDCo

Miss Sand ford- Reception Teacher
Mrs Morley — Nursery lead

Teaching Assistant- Miss Coombs Miss Jory Miss Plain



2024-2025

Like many schools we have an unusually small cohort next year:
We will start September with |3 children on role in Reception and
5 in Pre School.

This brings with it huge advantages, with smaller groups Jor
learning but also some disadvantages with regards to friendships
and social interactions.

We have therefore made the decision to play to the advantages
and have a small classes in the morning when in Reception there
will be a Yocus on phonics, maths and writing as well as plenty
of opportunities Yor play. To counteract the disadvantages we
have taken the decision to mix Pre School and Reception in the
afternoon in the Reception classroom.

This decision will be monitored and reviewed each term.
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The main transition events will take place during the final few weeks of the summer
term and you have all received a letter outlining these events.

There will be an open classroom event in Reception when you can visit after school
and your child can get to explore the classroom, maypbe guided by siblings. The Friends
will attend and bring the second hand uniform with them. School book bags will also
be available.

In the final week of term there will be the stay and plays when your child and one
adult can come in for an hour to have some fun. There will also be one final session
Jor Reception where, if possible, your child stays by themselves.

¥ your child is not in our Nursery please let us know where they are as we like to go
and visit them in a Jamiliar setting and meet their key worker:

Finally there will be an opportunity to meet || with myself or Mrs. Morley to chat
about your child and answer any questions. This can be in person or via Zoom.



School uniform

Our Uniform PE Uniform

Girls' winter uniform: Grey skirt / pinafore, gold polo shirt, Girls' PE kit: Black shorts / cycle shorts, gold T shirt, trainers
purple school cardigan / sweatshirt, grey tights.

Boys' PE kit: Black shorts, gold T shirt, trainers
Black trousers are optional winter uniform.
(PE Kits are sold in school complete with all items in a handy
Boys' winter uniform: Grey trousers, gold polo shirt, purple PE drawstring bag. Black jogging trousers may be worn in
school sweatshirt winter for outdoor games).

Girls' summer uniform: Purple gingham checked dress, purple

school cardigan / sweatshirt, white ankle socks Bra nded Uniform

Boys' summer uniform: Grey shorts, gold polo shirt, purple

school sweatshirt New uniform can be purchased direct from gooddies using
the online link below. Alternatively, some items of uniform can
be ordered directly from the school using Parent Mail.

The Friends of St. Martins operate a second hand / nearly
new uniform store. They offer a number of opportunities to
buy throughout the school year. Any used uniform can be
donated to them - you can choose to receive a proportion of
the resale price, or donate the full profit to the school funds.
Contact the Friends for details of this excellent scheme.

Goodies Uniform
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ClassDojo

As a school we use Class Dojo to communicate with parents.
Information is shared on the whole school as well as class
pages ¢.g. trips, events etc. We also share updates o what
we have been learning, including photographs.

Each child has their own portfolio where we can share
individual observations and you can also upload home
observations.

Please make sure you have returned the Jorm so we can
connect you. [t is really important that you let us know iy

you do not want your child to Jeature in class posts.
Even if you have another child on Dojo, you need to connect to

EX/D/OI"ZI’”.S‘ or [rackers so you don t miss class in  formation.
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: We aim Yor all children to start full time on the first day

= back in September:
£

: We will be helping your child to settle in and be finding out

= what the children already know and can do and use this
=

= injormation to help us develop an understanding oy your

= * child and their learning and development.
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: Your child will be very tired even if they have been used to a

: Jull week at Nursery. Please be mindful of this and plan

= for quiet evenings and weekends!
-

= Please comp[ete the "All about me” sheet and return it at the next
= session. This will give us some very important Lnstghts into your child's

: world. [t heLps us to plan Leammg oppor-tunities that may interest them .
Y
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Reception Baseline Assessment

As well as our own internal assessments which happen day
to day as we interact and get to know your child there is is
a statutory assessment Yor those children starting Reception.
[t involves a couple short one-to-one session with their
teacher. One is maths based and one is language based.
There are a number oY practical and interactive tasks.
There is no pass mark or score and your child should not
realise theyre doing an assessment. We will share the
results with you although this takes the Jorm o} some
rather vague statements!

More information can be found here -
hitps://www.gov.uk/ guidance/reception-baseline-assessment-
inYormation-for-parents


https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-parents

What is the Early Years Foundation
Stage?

« The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS.) is the stage
of education for children from birth to the end of the

Recept'ton Year-

e It is based on the recognition. that children learn best

through play and active learning.
»  What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS pd} document uploaded. to

our- class page contains lots of useful information and

some ideas to help you to support your child.
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There are seven areas of Leammg and deve[opment.
All areas are connected to one another and are

equa[[g impor-tant.

* Communication and language — Listening, attention, understanding
and speaking

% Phusical development — Gross motor skills and fine motor skills

** Personal, Social and Emotional Development — Self regulation,
managing self and building relationships

“* Literacy — Comprehension, word reading, writing

“* Mathematics — Number and numerical patterns

%* Understanding the World — Past & present, people, culture &
communities, the natural world

“* Expressive Art and Design — Creating with materials, being

LmagLnatLve and express'we
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We pLan the environment and resources to inspire pla,g linked to the seven areas

of leam'mg. Adults are in the environment plag'mg, modelLLng, commentating,
ask'mg questions and setting chal[enges.

Children learn by doing, getting messy, getting creative and leading their own
learning.

We observe children and use what we learn to p[an the environment and

enhancements.
Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B

Modes of transport now, Our planet Earth, the Saascns: olanti: what Our Queen,
local transport, early moon, the sun, the lant 'dpt . h coronations, The Oral st llina. Greek
My family, my school, my environment, transport including planets in our solar panis oo %grﬁw, ow Magna Carta, G r: ssorgte ing, Leeh
the people around me, people who help George Stevenson and system, space travel, h‘gag;::n :'ns croavng:a Buckingham Palace, Ooi—', :)n ep‘:rgzsa;n(; 9
us. the Steam Train, local astronauts, the h h g hi London, Locally g L ¢ y;
transport in the past, International Space GRISIGN, oW WIS significant areas in ol
exploring and travelling. Station around us change. the past

We have half termly topics but also Yollow the children's interests and
inspirations. These are the Reception topics.

We provide short adult led carpet inputs and also activities to develop knowledge
and inspire play and learning.

Y
]
l
>
>
-
. >
-
E
. -
-
| -
.
2 >
-
: >
-
£
-
| »
-
| =
.
!
-
-




An example oF a Reception curriculum plan. These will be

sent home each half term.

Wk
= - —
i Racing and obstacle — <hills ts da

Ule.'taﬂz, io uplai.n what is happmi.ng and anticipate what m.id'l.t . Mathematics R Cmg & _ 3 hCDL-U‘B&S k.s : :l:;':asP[fr 4 and
happen. next in stories First, then. now unning, Jumping, hopping, stipping, travelling under and over
Recall and relive past experiences; discuss 5|:>w'.al everls, btrthda&s, in Ad'dmﬂ more obstou:Le.s, th'rowm'ﬂ and mthmg
school celebrations etc. Tak'mﬂ away Small tools; cuﬂerg, tweezers, pr-zl‘tes_ SCissors. Cu.tti.l'l.g sha.pes,
tR::I:L WE’}:‘;;\ .urd;iu“m:g. orrlarl.n.g events from the stories that On the move xing, L-I.stn.g tﬁn‘t.pl.atzs, thl;ugh .

Ve s n : ; i ing, painting, weavi si sewing.
stpcn.d, fo comments from peers using Full sentences, .. I agres 3 D-upe.nm.g u.n.d.arsta,nd,l.n.g 3P hng Vi3 e "3
with  because. | Patterns and relationships
E)cpla.m ideas and experi.mc.zs usi.ng d.if_fermt {enses, pr‘epusi.ﬁ.ons, Spa.ﬁ.al ma.ppi.ng
tr,m.pnm[ {time! connectives and \fncabuJ.a,rH acqui.rzd Jcmm all areas i

) o ) . Stories from Ancient Creece; Persephone and the seasons, Theseus and his
oj: the curriculum. This will be modelled bH odults E.OI'LELSTEJ’I'H.H. Ty battle with the Mingtaur. s and. ) Ki.ng Midas and the Coldan.

o - i Touch.

— i alol Stories j:rnm, dij:fzrmt cultures; Anansi the Sp'uizr j:r‘um the Ashanti in
English : West Africa.

Fiction & non—fiction books about the past. Iy Aesnp's Fables

Fairy tales, legends. myths. fables and folk tales. M The Legend of 5t George and the Dragen

Character profiling: what do we know about Anansi? | Locate the places that featwre in the key stories chesen for this topic.
U&LrLg de,scri.pti.w la.ngu.agz in oral StEIF‘H‘tEJJlrLg and in writing.  HESH Oral stclrgtelli.ng as part of culture: how we pass on stories within owe
Crmtn.g owr own stories [amlllj or written) with a hzgi.nnj.ng, j’am.ili.zs and communities

middle and end. Seasons oj: the Year-

Ju,mpin.g into the story settings- what was the character " Summer. How we stay snj:z in the sun: sunscreen, hats, am.glas&e.&. Sa.j:atg
thinking at this peint in the story? around water,

Writing simple phrases and sentences. making phonetically 1 Changing state of matter; why do our ice Lollies melz?

P|.a.u.sl]::lz attempls at writing rwn{H a.r.cll.d.red. \c"ﬂCI].lJIJ.lEl.F‘H.
Consolidate Set | and 2 speed sounds for reading and writing. - 7 ] Pl ., -
Revisit Set 3 sounds. —' a — —

Sports DG,H 30t June Art i.nspi.rul |JH the stories we are r-!a,dj.ng.
Open. afternoon 12 July W | Proctsing drawing people.
: : Bl UP [Tttg 2lst JU.I-H Hoa] Use J'.I.I'LIE, mudt.u.i.ng 1o creale props for ra‘l:au.i.ng stories.
A What do | do when things are hard? e Design. focus: Animal masks.
# Porseverance e o i SES532s vt
. Wh.ocanhelpma‘tschouL? 10l ! Mmmlha.rnug“fnms
K o Christian Valwe: Justice. This Unit u_f Work, consclidates the lmmu'l.g that has ocowrred
. T Celebrations and. Special Times ﬁns the awr-h:” the rl:/”mﬂ is focused am}ud;;vi;'mng
| o ; What happens at a wedding or when a baby is born? - e nursery rymes ana./or songs. o context jor tne Fistory
Coding- Progra: the Beebots. PP Y . . )
Digtal Ctnchi News anel i liaracy lncluding at least one religion. other than. Christianity) [ 23 sic ond the very beginnings of the Language of Mustc
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The Early Learning Goals

+ Each oY the areas of development lead to an Early

Learning Goal that we hope your child will be able to
achieve by the END of the Reception Year-

e There is no [onger an exceedmg band, we now use on track

or- not on track. That does not mean we will not extend

your- child. We just don’t have to report on it!

+ We look Yor children developing these skills in child

initiated activities and Lndependen’tlg as well as in adult led

aclivities.

o They are primarily to help the Year | teachers know where

the children coming up are in their leammg.



A Typical Day

8 L0 - 845 — We will open our gates.

In Receptton children say 9ood bge at the gate hang up coats and put lunch boxes and book
bags away. There will then be a short settl'mg activity Jor them to take part in.

In Trackers we ask adults to brmg the children in to the cloakroom where theg can then

say goodbye.

We will start the day at 8:50 with registration and a chat about the day to come.
At 4:00 we have phonics in Explorers and a circle time activity in Trackers.
Throughout the day there will be a mixture of guided learning interspersed with long
periods of child initiated play.

There will be plentg of rhgmes, singing and a datlg story time.

Children will have free flow between indoors and our outdoor area. Both classes make

regu.lar use of the EYFS gard.en..

We will have an orgamsed PE session once a week and also make use of the field and
wooded area. On PE dags we ask that children come in in their PE kit.

Mom‘mg session. for Pre School finishes at [l:4-5am and theg are collected at the Pre
School gate.

Reception day finishes at 3:15pm and pick up will initially be from our outdoor gate.
Wrap Round Care for Reception must be booked now.

We will post a timetable on Dojo and our class page once days are finalized.
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Book Bags

School Book Bags are available at a cost o} £8 (Please pay in the
of fice)

We encourage children to have a school book bag but if you choose
to have a rucksack Jor your child please make sure it can

accommodate an A+ folder.

Our cloakroom is very small and cramped and book bags fit neatly

into a box so we can quickly access bags to change books and add

any school communications.

Children need to bring their reading book and reading record
everyday.

We will also visit the [i,bmrg once a week. Dags to be communicated

in September-.



Snack time and Lunch time.

: Lunches are free Yor Reception but can be paid for by Pre-School and ordered via an
| e app at a cost of £2.Lt.
@ Children can choose Jrom a wide variety o options including hot/ vegetarian, jacket

- potato, tomato pasta and a ham or cheese pick and mix. Children may also bring a
]

- packed lunch. Please let us know of any allergies by filling in the form and these can
| . be accommodated. There is a specific allergen menu. Children are also entitled to free
— @ milk up to the age of 5 and will be offered to children at snack time.

_' : Children up to the age of 7/ are entitled to a piece of fruit daily which is funded by
| the government. Children are welcome to bring a healthy snack from home. We have

@ o sit down snack and drink altogether at 10:[5am.
-

: Water is extremely important Yor busy children. Well hydrated children are ready
|l & and more able to learn successfully. Children need an easy to open, named water bottle

=@ which is sent home for a wash and a refill at the end of the d.ag. Please continue to
=@ work towards onlg putting water in water bottles!

L A
| = Please remember we are a nut




We go into lunch at [1:50 so that the ‘
lunch hall is a little quieter: The children &
have a wrist band which identifies the
meal they have ordered. They collect their =
meal and sit down at the tables. Staff

are on hand to serve drinks, to help cut

up and encourage them to eat.

After they have eaten the children will
have outdoor play with the Pre School
in the EYFS garden.
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Medical Matters

+ Please let us know of any medical conditions so we can
be prepared.

All medicine must be handed into the office and a form
signed..

/7 your child needs an inhaler in school please ask yor
and complete the Jorm so we can have one in school.

/7 we administer Yirst aid at school you will receive an.
email .

[ your child is unwell or unable to attend school please
phone the school and inform us in the morning.

Head lice are common! Please check regularly and treat
as recommended.

Please inform us of any known absences or medical

appointments as soon as you. can. Please do this through
the school ofi
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Other matters. ..

+ Please name all clothing, ootwear and belongings. Keep

check'mg that names are clear.

e We like to learn outside and at times in Very messy Ways.

Accidents also happen so we would appreciate a set of
spare clothes in a small drawstring type bag. A pair of
wellies and trainers to leave at school is also useful.

+  We know children love their toys and special things from

home but they can be very upset i} they get lost or broken
so please discourage children Jrom bringing them in.
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Homework

This is not compulsory but at the beginning oy each haly

= term you will receive a homework grtd containing some ideas

= Jor home learning. We love to see anything you do at home

= please post on Do jo.

: We do ask that you try to get in to the routine o} doing a

little phonics each day in Reception. We will send home
sounds, words and eventuallg readmg books as well as

handwr'ttmg sheets.

5-10 minutes each dag can make an enormous difference

to your child’s learning and conYidence.



An example oF a Reception curriculum plan. These will be

sent home each half term.

il

|5|.In||w2 Explorers Home Learning Grid

|| ot s [ERRE |
_ M

Topic — Stories from. the past |

[ et

Home sweet home

Mathematics

DNumberblocks
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Talk ta Lowr children
about their d.aﬂ in class
using the photagraphs on
Dajo.

Don't forget to share
what you have been up

Fairy tale stories with
imaginary characters
wiha often live in
magical lands

legend stories from a
long time age. sometimes
with a litile kit of truth
mufth an imaginary
story that helps o
explain the werld
mmn.d LS

j‘ile a story that
teaches us a lesson folk
tale stories from
different culiures

Join in with some
crossing the midline
activities to build your
body and your brainl
Jack Hartmann

Read and mJ'DH the
stonj u_f the
Cingerbread Man,
Joining in with the
refrain.

H'J.P toread a recipe
and measure out the

ingredients to make your
awn gingerbread man.
The o
Gl

MNumberblocks is o firm
j:awuri:tz and hel.Ps
children develap a dezp
understanding and. sense
of number.

Watch a few of your
j:awuri.‘tz api.soclz& and
complete some af the

activities here:

Then create your own
MNumberblocks poster
with your favourite
characters and
Wnlmrﬁ.

Craw o Pi.cture nf your
house. How many
windows and/or doors
can you sez from the
outside? Draw them.
Where do you live? Find
out the name oj: your
street. town and county.
Da you know the name
of the country you live
in? Can you write your
address down and learn
it?

Design. yowr awn. home
flag.

Read your j:cwnuri,te
j"airl_.j tale. Make some
fairy tale puppets. Use
them 1o retell the story
or put on a puppet show

For yowr Family.

Sk Bl %

. Goldilocks

be encouraging the
children 1o bri.rl.g in
snmzt}‘ung “for Show
and Tell”. When it is
their turn, help them o
choose something to put

in our special box. More

Charades
Play the classic game of
charades with your
:fan‘u'llj. Start with
si.mplz o|:_jzc’rs and
actions e.q. cup. 5kL|::P|.n.g
rope. brushing your

Mud painting
Mix some soft mud.
Food colouring and
water ‘tage.ﬁzr. Use this
on thick card to create

your rmtdd.l:] artwork.

-t( s

Choose your Favouritz
fairy tale. Retell the
storH in Your own words,
adding your own
illustrations. You n’u'.gh.t
likz 1o add your own
twist to the storyl

Play some of the fres
games on Phonics Plag:
hitps: /Aoy phonicsplay

co uk/vesources/phase/
L

A PhoniesPlay [

Bace against time
Lz a stapwatch, zgq
timer or online timer to
record. Choose a set
fime eq. | minute, 2
minufes or 30 seconds.
Sez how many of
dif ferent exercises you
can do in that time.
Star jumps, bunny hops,
Toe ‘taps on a fou‘li)au.
shuttle runs. ete.

Try this activity every
j:zw riags Can uou beat
your previous hest?

Racyling
Collect different items
of rubbish and learn
about reajd.i.ng. What
bin do they go in? Can
you become o, recycling
champiar. at home?

Put on yowr Favourite
songs and dance along
1o the beatl

Can you move your
had.g in d.i.f_f-zrmt WG.I:F?
Can you dance alone
ond with o partner
ladult, teddy, friend,
etc )? Can you dance to
slow music and to fast
music?

Can you make up o
rowtine” TrH to
remember the d.i,fj-‘wmt

MoVEs N sequence.
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Reading — How can you. help?

In Reception we have a daily Read Write Inc. session where children
learn and practice reading and writing with an adult. In Pre-School

they Jocus on listening skills and playing with sounds orally.

In Reception we hope that you will listen to your child with their
reading book. We like reading books to be read 3 times, once for
accuracy, once Jor speed and once Yor comprehension. We change

books regularly and we encourage children to spend time looking at
other books 1oo.

We love to hear about other books, poems, songs, signs etc. that your
child has been reading so please leave us a. comment in your child's
reading record to tell us all about itl Or upload it to Do jo.

There will be additional information on our class page about
supporting your child's reading development and we will have a

readmg meeting For ReceptLon ear[g on in September.



|nforma’£ton

Please do visit and use our school website.

Breakfast and

Afterschool Club » - / <~

Keeping You Informed

St Martin at Shou .. "h of England D'Ofef??fgly
Voluntary Aided | emy .

Latest News
Calendar
Norfolk County Council

Term Dates 5
Newsletters #
A € Uniform Information
Respecting, Ge"
Lunch Menus
Drop Off and Collection

Attendance and
Punctuality

Behaviour and L
P B i S
Pupil Welfare i

Questions or Concerns

Keeping your child safe
online
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Friends o St Martin

We have an amazing Friends Group who
arrange social and Jund raising activities.
They support us with new equipment and,
contribute to school trips.

They are always looking yor- volunteers and

any oY fers o help are always grateyully

received



And Finally. ..

We do not expect your children to come in readmg or
wr'Lt'mgl
Thi,ngs to practice. ..

o Recognising their own name, particularly in clothes.

Eating with a knife and fork. Opening own snack boxes,
waler bottles.

Opening snacks including fruit.
Putting on and zipping up their own coat.

Taking oY and putting on a jumper or cardigan.

I Y R I R, B

Putt'mg on shoes and socks.

Us'm,g the toilet Lndependen’[lg, anludtng wiping their
bottom|
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Where can you. Yind more

inyormation?
« School website:

s / /il tenartner<hio demal ./
. Ourclasspago,

s://vi

L O O O

\

Explorers 2023-2024
29 Students 15 Parents 2%

Reception
Explorers
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https://villagesaintspartnership.demat.org.uk/
https://villagesaintspartnership.demat.org.uk/copy-of-nursery---trackers

