
Welcome to Trackers (Pre 

School) and Explorers 

(Reception)
Early Years Foundation Stage. EYFS



The Staff

• Mrs Howe - Executive Headteacher

• Mrs Beasley – Executive Deputy Headteacher 

• Mrs Lodge –SENDCo

• Miss Sandford- Reception Teacher

• Mrs Morley – Nursery lead 

• Teaching Assistant- Miss Coombs Miss Jory Miss Plain 



2024-2025

Like many schools we have an unusually small cohort next year.

We will start September with 13 children on role in Reception and 

5 in Pre School.

This brings with it huge advantages, with smaller groups for 

learning but also some disadvantages with regards to friendships 

and social interactions.

We have therefore made the decision to play to the advantages 

and have a small classes in the morning when in Reception there 

will be a focus on phonics, maths and writing as well as plenty 

of opportunities for play. To counteract the disadvantages we 

have taken the decision to mix Pre School and Reception in the 

afternoon in the Reception classroom.

This decision will be monitored and reviewed each term. 



Transition
The main transition events will take place during the final few weeks of the summer 

term and you have all received a letter outlining these events.

There will be an open classroom event in Reception when you can visit after school 

and your child can get to explore the classroom, maybe guided by siblings. The Friends 

will attend and bring the second hand uniform with them. School book bags will also 

be available.

In the final week of term there will be the stay and plays when your child and one 

adult can come in for an hour to have some fun. There will also be one final session 

for Reception where, if possible, your child stays by themselves.

If your child is not in our Nursery please let us know where they are as we like to go 

and visit them in a familiar setting and meet their key worker. 

Finally there will be an opportunity to meet 1:1 with myself or Mrs. Morley to chat 

about your child and answer any questions. This can be in person or via Zoom.



School uniform



• As a school we use Class Dojo to communicate with parents.

• Information is shared on the whole school as well as class 

pages e.g. trips, events etc. We also share updates of what 

we have been learning, including photographs.

• Each child has their own portfolio where we can share 

individual observations and you can also upload home 

observations.

• Please make sure you have returned the form so we can 

connect you. It is really important that you let us know if 

you do not want your child to feature in class posts.
• Even if you have another child on Dojo, you need to connect to 

Explorers or Trackers so you don’t miss class information. 



The first few weeks

We aim for all children to start full time on the first day 
back in September.

We will be helping your child to settle in and be finding out 
what the children already know and can do and use this 
information to help us develop an understanding of your 
child and their learning and development.

Your child will be very tired even if they have been used to a 
full week at Nursery. Please be mindful of this and plan 
for quiet evenings and weekends!

Please complete the ‘All about me’ sheet and return it at the next 
session. This will give us some very important insights into your child's 
world. It helps us to plan learning opportunities that may interest them. 



Reception Baseline Assessment
As well as our own internal assessments which happen day 

to day as we interact and get to know your child there is is 

a statutory assessment for those children starting Reception. 

It involves a couple short one-to-one session with their 

teacher. One is maths based and one is language based.

There are a number of practical and interactive tasks.

There is no pass mark or score and your child should not 

realise they’re doing an assessment. We will share the 

results with you although this takes the form of some 

rather vague statements!

More information can be found here -

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reception-baseline-assessment-

information-for-parents

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/reception-baseline-assessment-information-for-parents


What is the Early Years Foundation 
Stage? 

• The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS.) is the stage 

of education for children from birth to the end of the 

Reception year.

• It is based on the recognition that children learn best 

through play and active learning.

• What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS.pdf document uploaded to 

our class page contains lots of useful information and 

some ideas to help you to support your child. 



There are seven areas of learning and development. 

All areas are connected to one another and are 

equally important.

 Communication and language – Listening, attention, understanding 

and speaking

 Physical development – Gross motor skills and fine motor skills

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Self regulation, 

managing self and building relationships

 Literacy – Comprehension, word reading, writing

 Mathematics – Number and numerical patterns

 Understanding the World – Past & present, people, culture & 

communities, the natural world

 Expressive Art and Design – Creating with materials, being 

imaginative and expressive



We plan the environment and resources to inspire play linked to the seven areas 

of learning. Adults are in the environment playing, modelling, commentating, 

asking questions and setting challenges.

Children learn by doing, getting messy, getting creative and leading their own 

learning.

We observe children and use what we learn to plan the environment and 

enhancements.

We have half termly topics but also follow the children's interests and 

inspirations. These are the Reception topics.

We provide short adult led carpet inputs and also activities to develop knowledge 

and inspire play and learning.

Learning in EYFS



An example of a Reception curriculum plan. These will be 

sent home each half term.



The Early Learning Goals

• Each of the areas of development lead to an Early 

Learning Goal that we hope your child will be able to 

achieve by the END of the Reception Year.

• There is no longer an exceeding band, we now use on track 

or not on track. That does not mean we will not extend 

your child. We just don’t have to report on it!

• We look for children developing these skills in child 

initiated activities and independently as well as in adult led 

activities.

• They are primarily to help the Year 1 teachers know where 

the children coming up are in their learning.



• 8.40 - 8:45 – We will open our gates.

• In  Reception children say good bye at the gate hang up coats and put lunch boxes and book 
bags away. There will then be a short settling activity for them to take part in. 

• In Trackers we ask adults to bring the children in to the cloakroom where they can then 
say goodbye. 

• We will start the day at 8:50 with registration and a chat about the day to come.

• At 9:00 we have phonics in Explorers and a circle time activity in Trackers.

• Throughout the day there will be a mixture of guided learning interspersed with long 
periods of child initiated play.

• There will be plenty of rhymes, singing and a daily story time.

• Children will have free flow between indoors and our outdoor area. Both classes make 
regular use of the EYFS garden..

• We will have an organised PE session once a week and also make use of the field and 
wooded area. On PE days we ask that children come in in their PE kit.

• Morning session for Pre School finishes at 11:45am and they are collected at the Pre 
School gate.

• Reception day finishes at 3:15pm and pick up will initially be from our outdoor gate.

• Wrap Round Care for Reception must be booked now.

We will post a timetable on Dojo and our class page once days are finalized.

A Typical Day



Book Bags

• School Book Bags are available at a cost of £8 (Please pay in the 

office)

• We encourage children to have a school book bag but if you choose 

to have a rucksack for your child please make sure it can 

accommodate an A4 folder.

• Our cloakroom is very small and cramped and book bags fit neatly 

into a box so we can quickly access bags to change books and add 

any school communications.

• Children need to bring their reading book and reading record 

everyday.

• We will also visit the library once a week. Days to be communicated 

in September.



Snack time and Lunch time.

Lunches are free for Reception but can be paid for by Pre-School and ordered via an 

app at a cost of £2.41.

Children can choose from a wide variety of options including hot/vegetarian, jacket 

potato, tomato pasta and a ham or cheese pick and mix. Children may also bring a 

packed lunch. Please let us know of any allergies by filling in the form and these can 

be accommodated. There is a specific allergen menu. Children are also entitled to free 

milk up to the age of 5 and will be offered to children at snack time.

Children up to the age of 7 are entitled to a piece of fruit daily which is funded by 

the government. Children are welcome to bring a healthy snack from home. We have 

a sit down snack and drink altogether at 10:15am. 

Water is extremely important for busy children. Well hydrated children are ready 

and more able to learn successfully. Children need an easy to open, named water bottle 

which is sent home for a wash and a refill at the end of the day. Please continue to 

work towards only putting water in water bottles!

Please remember we are a nut free school. 



We go into lunch at 11:50 so that the 

lunch hall is a little quieter. The children 

have a wrist band which identifies the 

meal they have ordered. They collect their 

meal and sit down at the tables. Staff 

are on hand to serve drinks, to help cut 

up and encourage them to eat.

After they have eaten the children will 

have outdoor play with the Pre School 

in the EYFS garden.



Medical Matters
•.Please let us know of any medical conditions so we can 
be prepared.
•All medicine must be handed into the office and a form 
signed.
•If your child needs an inhaler in school please ask for 
and complete the form so we can have one in school.
•If we administer first aid at school you will receive an 
email.
•If your child is unwell or unable to attend school please 
phone the school and inform us in the morning. 
•Head lice are common! Please  check regularly and treat 
as recommended.
•Please inform us of any known absences or medical 
appointments as soon as you can. Please do this through 
the school office.



Other matters…
• Please name all clothing, footwear and belongings. Keep 

checking that names are clear.

• We like to learn outside and at times in very messy ways. 
Accidents also happen so we would appreciate a set of 
spare clothes in a small drawstring type bag. A pair of 
wellies and trainers to leave at school is also useful.

• We know children love their toys and special things from 
home but they can be very upset if they get lost or broken 
so please discourage children from bringing them in.



Homework

This is not compulsory but at the beginning of each half 

term you will receive a homework grid containing some ideas 

for home learning. We love to see anything you do at home 

so please post on Dojo.

We do ask that you try to get in to the routine of doing a 

little phonics each day in Reception. We will send home 

sounds, words and eventually reading books as well as 

handwriting sheets.

5-10 minutes each day can make an enormous difference 

to your child’s learning and confidence.



An example of a Reception curriculum plan. These will be 

sent home each half term.



Reading – How can you help?
• In Reception we have a daily Read Write Inc. session where children 

learn and practice reading and writing with an adult. In Pre-School 

they focus on listening skills and playing with sounds orally.

• In Reception we hope that you will listen to your child with their 

reading book. We like reading books to be read 3 times, once for 

accuracy, once for speed and once for comprehension. We change 

books regularly and we encourage children to spend time looking at 

other books too.

• We love to hear about other books, poems, songs, signs etc. that your 

child has been reading so please leave us a comment in your child's 

reading record to tell us all about it! Or upload it to Dojo. 

• There will be additional information on our class page about 

supporting your child's reading development and we will have a 

reading meeting for Reception early on in September. 



Information 

Please do visit and use our school website.



Friends of St Martin

We have an amazing Friends Group who 

arrange social and fund raising activities.

They support us with new equipment and 

contribute to school trips.

They are always looking for volunteers and 

any offers of help are always gratefully 

received.



And Finally…
We do not expect your children to come in reading or 
writing!

Things to practice…

• Recognising their own name, particularly in clothes.

• Eating with a knife and fork. Opening own snack boxes, 
water bottles.

• Opening snacks including fruit.

• Putting on and zipping up their own coat.

• Taking off and putting on a jumper or cardigan.

• Putting on shoes and socks.

• Using the toilet independently, including wiping their 
bottom!



Where can you find more 

information?
• School website:

https://villagesaintspartnership.demat.org.uk/

• Our class page:

https://villagesaintspartnership.demat.org.uk/copy-

of-nursery---trackers

• Class Dojo: 

https://villagesaintspartnership.demat.org.uk/
https://villagesaintspartnership.demat.org.uk/copy-of-nursery---trackers

