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3rd July 2026 

 

Dear Parent Carers, 

 

Weekly Update: 03/07/26 

I hope this update finds you well.  It was great to see so many families at Sports Day 

on Wednesday – students had a great time taking part in the events and impressed 

us with their attitudes in trying their best. 

 

With England’s World Cup match taking place at 1am on Sunday, we understand 

that some families may choose to stay up to watch this.  Students are expected to 

attend school as usual on Monday, however if your child/young person is running 

late, please get in touch with the School Office.  We are not able to make any 

changes to School Transport. 

 

The weather is expected to be warmer again next week, so please consider sending 

your child to school in cooler clothes such as their PE kit.  Please keep sending in 

sunhats and labelled suncream too so that students can go outside when 

appropriate. 

 

Project SEARCH Celebration 

Please read the latest news from Project SEARCH further in the update – the interns 

continue to secure meaningful employment, and there’s some news from former 

interns too! 

 

MartinFest 

To continue the preparations for MartinFest, we have collated more information for 

Parent Carers about what is taking place. 

 

If you are able to attend, you are welcome to take your child/young person home in 

the afternoon from 1:15pm.  If you plan to do this, please let us know in advance by 

completing a consent slip – this will be sent out on a paper copy at the start of next 

week.  This information is essential to help us plan staffing and ensure all students can 

be safely accounted for throughout the day.  

 

Any student leaving early must be signed out with a member of staff at the school 

gate to support with safeguarding procedures.  

 

Although students may leave early with a Parent or Carer, we encourage everyone 

to stay until the end of MartinFest so they can enjoy the full day with their friends. 
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If you attend MartinFest with your child/young person, we kindly ask that you remain 

with them throughout your visit, as responsibility for their supervision passes to you 

while you are together at the event. 

 

If you are unable to attend, your child will spend the day enjoying MartinFest with 

their pastoral group and staff. They will have the opportunity to take part in all of the 

planned activities and will return home via their usual transport arrangements at the 

normal time. 

 

To support the festival vibe by getting dressed up, there will be stalls to support this 

including: 

• Face and hair glitter – Free 

• Face painting – £2 

• Hair plaiting/feathers – £2 

Wristbands are available to purchase via ParentPay.  If you do not have a ParentPay 

account, please contact the school office. 

 

Wristbands cost £3 each, or 2 for £5, with up to 2 Parent Carers/Family Members per 

family able to attend – pre-school age siblings are able to attend too and won’t 

require a wristband.  Students do not need to purchase a wristband for this day.   

Wristbands will be available online only ahead of the festival – these will not be 

available on the day.  Please do not turn up without a wristband as you will not be 

able to take part. 

 

Derby City Council – ROOTS Fest 

ROOTS Fest is a free festival for young people aged 15–18 who are preparing for, or 

have recently completed, their GCSEs or A Levels and are starting to think about 

their next steps. Whether they're considering college, university, apprenticeships, 

employment or simply exploring what's out there, ROOTS Fest is a chance to discover 

local opportunities in a fun, relaxed and informal setting.  

When: Thursday 16th July 5-8pm 

Where: Electric Daisy, 1 Bold Lane, Derby DE1 3NT 

Free to attend  

Young people can: 

• Meet local employers, colleges, universities and training providers. 

• Explore career and education pathways in an informal setting. 

• Take part in hands-on creative workshops, including DJing, graphic printing 

and gardening. 

• Get practical careers advice. 
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• Chat to professionals and ask questions about different careers. 

• Enjoy live music and entertainment throughout the event. 

As an added bonus: 

• The first 50 people to book and attend will receive a free pizza. 

• The first 100 attendees will receive a free drink. 

 

To book a free place, simply follow the link below: 

Tickets: Derby Promise presents ROOTS: School's out, What's next? | Electric Daisy 

Derby Thu 16 July 2026 

Places are limited, so we'd encourage young people and their families to book as 

soon as possible. 

 

Derby SEND Voice – Cuppa & Chat 

Take a look at the poster for details of Derby SEND Voice’s latest event – ‘Cuppa & 

Chat’ hosted at Friar Gate Studios on Wednesday 8th July. 

 

Welcome! 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to two new members of staff – Jess Kearney 

has joined us as a Classroom Assistant, and Di Lakin as a Teaching Assistant.  We are 

so pleased that they have joined us at St Martins! 

 

With best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

Toni Beardmore 

Headteacher 
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Dates for your diaries: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Event Information 

Tuesday 7th, 

Wednesday 8th 

and Thursday 9th 

July 

‘Moving-up’ and city-

wide transition 

Students spend time in their September 

pastoral groups, and the new Year 7 

students will be in school. 

Tuesday 14th July Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 

Parent Carer Evening 

Parent Carers invited – information has 

been sent home. 

Friday 17th July Martinfest! Parent Carers invited – information has 

been shared. 

Tuesday 21st July Prize Day Parent Carers of winners invited.  

Information will be sent home. 

Wednesday 22nd 

July 

Students break up for 

Summer. 
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Term Dates 2025/2026 

 

Summer Term 2026 

School Breaks up for Summer – Wednesday 22nd July  

INSET Day – Thursday 23rd July  

 

Term Dates for Academic Year 2026/2027 

 

Autumn Term 2026 

INSET Day – Friday 4th September 

School Starts for the new Academic Year – Monday 7th September 

School Breaks up for Half Term – Friday 23rd October 

INSET Day – Monday 2nd November 

School Starts Back – Tuesday 3rd November 

INSET Day – Friday 27th November  

School Breaks up for Christmas – Friday 18th December 

 

Spring Term 2027 

School Starts Back – Monday 4th January 2027 

School Breaks up for Half Term – Friday 12th February  

School Starts Back – Monday 22nd February 

School Breaks up for Easter – Thursday 25th March 

 

Summer Term 2027 

School Starts Back – Monday 12th April 

Bank Holiday – Monday 3rd May 

INSET Day – Tuesday 4th May 

School Breaks up for Half Term – Friday 28th May 

School Starts Back – Monday 7th June 

School Breaks up for Summer – Friday 23rd July 

INSET Day – Monday 26th July  

St Martins follows Derby City Council’s term dates. Dates for next year can be found 

on their website – please follow the link for these - https://derby.gov.uk/education-

and-learning/schools-and-colleges/term-holiday-dates/# 

 

Social Media Links 

Facebook - St. Martins School Facebook      Instagram - St. Martins School Instagram 
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