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9th January 2026 

Dear Parent Carers, 

 

Weekly Update – 09/01/26 

Happy New Year!  We hope that this update finds you well and refreshed after the 

break.  As always, it’s great to welcome our students and staff back into school and 

catch-up with them.  We are looking forward to the half term ahead, and the return 

of lighter mornings and longer days!   

 

Project SEARCH – Supported Internship Programme 

This week’s update has a large focus on our very successful Supported Internship 

programme at the Royal Derby Hospital.  We have opened up applications for the 

next cohort of students starting in September 2026 – please take a look and feel free 

to share with any other families who could be interested. 

 

Message for Year 11 Parents and Carers 

As we move through the phase transfer process, we would like to remind Parents 

and Carers to carefully read and check any draft Education, Health and Care Plans 

(EHCPs) you may have received from the local authority. If you require any support 

or have questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Family Support Team 

or Heather. Additionally, for students who have applied for external placements 

such as Derby College, YMCA or Leesbrook, we ask that you regularly check your 

email accounts for updates regarding interviews, offers or decisions. If you 

experience any difficulties, the pastoral team are available to support and can liaise 

with Hayley and Heather as needed. This is a busy but important time, and we are 

here to support you and your child throughout the process. 

 

Maternity Leave 

Today we say a temporary goodbye to Kobi Thompson as she goes on Maternity 

Leave.  I hope you will join the school in wishing Kobi and her family well.  We look 

forward to hearing some very special news from Kobi soon! 

 

Welcome to New Staff 

To cover Kobi’s pastoral group during her maternity leave, we have appointed a 

new Teacher, Ashley Purser.  Ashley is an experienced Teacher who also has 

experience of working as a SENCO in a Trust.   

 

This week, we have also welcomed Amanda Sandland to our Business and 

Administration Team as a Receptionist.  
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We are excited for Ashley and Amanda to join us and hope that you will all  

welcome them to St Martins!   

 

After School Clubs 

After School Clubs are starting again on Monday 12th January – please get in touch 

with David Brooks at the school if you haven’t received information about which 

club your child/young person is due to attend. 

 

With best wishes, 

 

 

 

 

Toni Beardmore 

Headteacher  
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Dates for your diaries: 

 

 

Term Dates 2025/2026 

 

Spring Term 2026 

INSET Day – Monday 5th January 2026 

School Starts Back – Tuesday 6th January 

School Breaks up for Half Term – Friday 13th February  

School Starts Back – Monday 23rd February 

School Breaks up for Easter – Friday 27th March 

 

Summer Term 2026 

School Starts Back – Monday 13th April 

INSET Day – Friday 1st May 

Bank Holiday – Monday 4th May 

School Breaks up for Half Term – Friday 22nd May 

School Starts Back – Monday 1st June 

School Breaks up for Summer – Wednesday 22nd July  

INSET Day – Thursday 23rd July  

 

St Martins follows Derby City Council’s term dates. Dates for next year can be found 

on their website – please follow the link for these - https://derby.gov.uk/education-

and-learning/schools-and-colleges/term-holiday-dates/# 

 

Social Media Links 

Facebook - St. Martins School Facebook      Instagram - St. Martins School Instagram  

 

 

Date  Event Details  

Tuesday 3rd February from 

3pm-6pm 

 

Wednesday 4th February 

from 3pm-4pm 

Parent Carer Evening  

• Key Stage 3 – Pastoral 

• Key Stage 4 – Pastoral 

and Subject Teachers 

• Key Stage 5 - Pastoral 

Letter to be sent home on 

Monday 12th January. 
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