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17th December 2025 

 

Dear Parent Carers, 

 

Weekly Update: 17/12/25 

I hope this update finds you well.  As shared last week, this week’s update is a 

couple of days earlier than usual, and has a large focus on Family Support over the 

Christmas holiday.  There is lots of information and advice, as well as details of 

activities that you may wish to access.  We hope you find these helpful. 

 

It was great to see so many of you at the Winter Wondershow and Christmas Market 

yesterday.  We hope that the new timing of the market was beneficial in allowing so 

many of you to attend with your child or young person.  It’s great to know that we 

have also raised more money to provide all of our students with an exciting activity 

or experience next year – we will have to get our thinking caps on! 

 

There are still a couple of days of school left ahead of the end of term on Friday 19th 

December.  We are still working hard to maintain routines as much as possible, 

because as delightful as Christmas activities are, we appreciate that some students 

struggle with the change or with too many things taking place. 

 

As we come to the end of my first term as Headteacher, I would like to take a 

moment to thank our young people, families and staff for the welcome, support and 

encouragement I have received since September. Having previously served as 

Deputy Headteacher and Head of School, it has been a real privilege to continue 

working alongside such a dedicated community in this new role. I am incredibly 

proud of the achievements of our young people this term and grateful to our staff 

for their commitment to providing a nurturing, inclusive and aspirational environment 

for every child. I very much look forward to building on this strong foundation as we 

move into the next term. 

 

Christmas Reading Challenge 

This Christmas break we’re inviting students to take part in a festive Reading 

Challenge! The aim is to encourage a love of reading over the holidays by enjoying 

books at home in a fun and relaxed way. We appreciate your support in helping 

your child find time to read and share their progress. If you are able, please take 

photographs and email them into school for your child to win a prize. 
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Progress Reports 

Students will receive their Autumn Progress Reports towards the end of this week.  

Please get in touch with the office if you don’t receive a copy. 

 

Free School Meal Vouchers 

Students in receipt of Free School Meals have been sent vouchers to cover the 

holiday period.  If your child has not received their voucher, please get in touch with 

the School Office as soon as possible. 

 

Farewell 

At the end of term, we are bidding farewell to Verity Ellison.  Verity has worked at St 

Martins since December 2013, starting first as a Teaching Assistant before training as 

a Teacher.  Whilst working at St Martins, Verity has taught across the school with a 

range of learners from Key Stage 3 – Key Stage 5.  Verity is leaving to work as a 

Doula, and will be a great support for expectant parents and families.  Thank you for 

your positive contribution over the years! 

 

Return to school after Christmas 

We look forward to seeing students back in school on Tuesday 6th January 2026. 

 

With best wishes for a peaceful Christmas, 

 

 

 

 

Toni Beardmore 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

  

mailto:admin@stmartins.set.org
http://www.stmartinsschoolderby.co.uk/
http://www.shaweducation.org.uk/


 

 

Toni Beardmore Headteacher 
 

St Martins School, The Derwent Campus, Bracknell Drive, Alvaston, Derby, DE24 0BT 
Tel: 01332 571151     Email: admin@stmartins.set.org     Online: www.stmartinsschoolderby.co.uk  

 
The Shaw Education Trust Limited is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England (no 09067175) Registered address: Shaw Education 
Trust, Kidsgrove Secondary School, Gloucester Road, Kidsgrove, ST7 4DL.  The details of our academies registered as business names can be 

found at www.shaweducation.org.uk.  

 

 

Term Dates 2025/2026 

 

Autumn Term 2025 

School Starts Back – Monday 3rd November 

School Breaks up for Christmas – Friday 19th December 

 

Spring Term 2026 

INSET Day – Monday 5th January 2026 

School Starts Back – Tuesday 6th January 

School Breaks up for Half Term – Friday 13th February  

School Starts Back – Monday 23rd February 

School Breaks up for Easter – Friday 27th March 

 

Summer Term 2026 

School Starts Back – Monday 13th April 

INSET Day – Friday 1st May 

Bank Holiday – Monday 4th May 

School Breaks up for Half Term – Friday 22nd May 

School Starts Back – Monday 1st June 

School Breaks up for Summer – Wednesday 22nd July  

INSET Day – Thursday 23rd July  

 

St Martins follows Derby City Council’s term dates. Dates for next year can be found 

on their website – please follow the link for these - https://derby.gov.uk/education-

and-learning/schools-and-colleges/term-holiday-dates/# 

 

Social Media Links 

Facebook - St. Martins School Facebook      Instagram - St. Martins School Instagram  
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