
Dear Parents/Carers

Welcome to Issue 21 of our Newsletter.

It was lovely to see all the children back after half term.

They settled back quickly and seamlessly and engaged positively in their learning this week.

On Thursday Year 4 class had their Into University workshop in the morning. The Into University

teachers were impressed with the children’s engagement and maturity. Well done Y4!

Also on Thursday Faith Ambassadors went to St Charles school to visit the Chaplains there. We

had a great time discussing ideas and planning joint events for the Jubilee Year 2025. The

Chaplains and the Faith Ambassadors will be organising the Jubilee Lent Walk of Hope, which will

include a pilgrimage to the place of worship. We agreed on the walk through the Hornimans Park,

which will finish with joint Holy Mass in Our Lady of the Holy Souls church. More details closer to

the date.

Next week is Book Week and we have a lot of exciting activities and events planned for our

children.

Please, note that there will be no Star of the Week Assembly next fFriday, as we have Book

Character Parades taking place on that day.



Best wishes

Magdalena Tusting

Head of School

Whole School Uniform

School Tie (compulsory)

A gentle reminder that all children in Reception to Year 6 are all expected to wear their school ties.



The St Mary’s school tie gives the school its unique identity and

this is something we want to preserve and promote throughout the

local area.

New elasticated ties -

in response to parent and pupil feed back, we have decided to

phase out clip on ties and replace them with elasticated ties. These

are now available.

Staff will be checking to ensure that all school uniform criteria is followed. Thank you for your

support.

Ash Wednesday

Next week, Wednesday 5th March is Ash Wednesday, which marks

the start of 40 days of the Holy Season of Lent.

We will celebrate Ash Wednesday with the Holy Mass in our church. We will all receive the ashes,

according to Christian tradition.

This Jubilee year’s theme is: Pilgrims of Hope

Within the Catholic Social Teaching, we are looking in depth and

learning about the principle of Option for the Poor.

This is in conjunction with looking more in depth at the School

Value of Kindness this half term.





New diary dates will continue to be included weekly



Street Dance for Y5 and Y6 from Wednesday 12th March 2025

We are delighted to announce that we were offered a wonderful opportunity for our Y5 and Y6

pupils. Paddington Arts kindly offered weekly sessions of Street Dance as a free after school club



for pupils in Year 5 and Year 6. The sessions will take place on Wednesdays 3.45pm to 4.45pm,

starting on Wednesday 12th March.

There are 15 spaces available so it has to be on the ‘first come, first served’ basis. If your child is

interested in attending, please, contact Ms Herman in the office to sign up.

This is a wonderful opportunity and we would like to extend a Huge Thanks to Paddington Arts and

especially their Deputy Director, Youth Arts Participation and Development Manager and an

amazing performer herself, Eldora Edward. Thank you Paddington Arts!

(Maximum spaces available -15)

Home time

A gentle reminder about home time arrangements.



The works to improve and transform our playgrounds resumed after Christmas break. For the next

two weeks a large part of the EYFS playground will be fenced off whilst the work is going on there.

This means that both Nursery and Reception children will be learning in the EYFS classrooms in

the main building as access to the Nursery building is restricted.

Therefore, we ask that you drop off your children in the mornings at the KS1 gate.

You will be able to pick them up at home time at the brown door next to KS1 gate. To avoid

congestion with Y1, we ask that you pick up Nursery and Reception children at 3.10pm.

We are looking forward to our children enjoying the new exciting equipment and activities once the

playground project is complete.

Expectation of children being collected at the end of each day

We expect all parent/carers to collect their children on time. Once the gates have closed, the

children who have not been collected are brought into the office. If there are exceptional

circumstance which are causing a delay, please contact the office immediately.

We do not have capacity to look after any children who are not picked up after that time.

As you are aware, the office gets very busy and the children cannot be left unsupervised in the

reception area as it might pose the safety risk.

Please, ensure that you have arrangements in place to pick up your children on time.

Aktiva, the company running Wrap-Around Care in the RBKC North Hub in Ark Brunel, does take

one-off bookings, so please feel free to use their services in emergencies.

Please, also ensure that we have up to date written permissions for any person you might ask to

pick your children up from school as we will not be able to release children into the care of anyone

we do not have the permission for.

Uniform

Thank you to the vast majority of our pupils who wear their full school uniform. We have noticed

that quite a few children do not have their ties whilst at school. Please, note that the school tie is

part of our school uniform. Could you, please ensure that your child wears the tie to school every

day,

Pupils should be wearing school shoes when they are not wearing trainers as part of their PE

uniform. Quite a few pupils are wearing colourful trainers, which are not part of the uniform, and we

ask that you kindly check with your child and make sure they wear full school uniform, which

includes black shoes.



Please note that if for any reason your child is not in full school uniform or full PE kit , we expect a

note from parents to explain why this is the case.

Jewellery and Expensive items

As part of our school uniform, the children are allowed to wear small studs. Any long, dangling

earrings might be the cause of accidents and therefore are not allowed.

If children wear necklaces with any religious symbols, please, make sure that your child is aware

that these need to be tucked under the clothing for health and safety reasons.

As you are aware, we advise that children do not bring any expensive items to school, as we

cannot take responsibility for loss or damage. Only children in Y5 and Y6, who have permission to

walk to and from school on their own, can bring phones to school. However, they have to hand

them in at the gate and pick them up from their teachers at the end of the day. During school hours

the phones are stored in the safe.

Pandora bracelets as well as other bracelets and necklaces or “smart” watches are not allowed as

they can create a health and safety hazard. In addition, they are often expensive or hold

sentimental value.

Additionally, as “smart” watches are connected to other devices via the Internet, they are therefore

not allowed at school for safeguarding reasons. This is in line with government and local authority

guidelines and we ask parents to help us ensure that these guidelines are followed.

If you have any questions about any of the information above, please contact the office to make an

appointment with a member of Senior Leadership Team.

Thank you for your support with these important issues.

Attendance

Congratulations to all the pupils who achieved 100% attendance this week!

Our overall attendance is the same as last week is 92.02%. This is extremely low and as a school

community, we need to do much better. Our school target is 96.00%.

If required we will arrange to meet with parents, to draw their attention to their children’s absence.

There is a strong correlation between school attendance and pupil outcomes. Please ensure your

child is at school unless they are ill.

Holiday during term time

The government policy is that holidays during term times are not permitted, therefore the school

cannot authorise any absence due to holidays during term times. If you take your child/ren out of

school for a holiday during term time, they will be referred to the Local Authority if necessary.

Please note this for any plans you are making for the new academic year 2024-25. The Department

for Education expects parents/carers to organise holidays outside of the school term dates. Your

child/ren’s learning will suffer by taking them out of school and it may result in disruptions to the

learning of others. We have already referred some families to the local authority who will issue a

penalty notice.



Contacts

It is a requirement that the school has a minimum of 2 emergency telephone contact numbers for

your child. We need to be able to contact you at all times. Our admin team, endeavour to update

our data systems with your details termly. This is essential for the wellbeing of your children and

we need your help to ensure that you are contactable at all times. If there are any changes for

2024-25, please ensure you contact the school office at the beginning of the new academic year.

Before half term, in year 3 we conducted a Science experiment on

plants. We looked at the different conditions plants need to grow.

Some of our plants did very well and others not so well! It helped us understand what plants need

and how much we need to give them to survive.

Year 4 children had an amazing skillful morning with Into University,

learning some fun skills. They were inspired by the job rolls of the

Research Scientist, Foley Artist and Museum Curator.

Our children werer very engaged and seemed to enjoy the experience.

Year 5's Class Assembly about The Beatitudes and Jesus's New

Law was a resounding success.

The children did really well learning their lines and projecting their

voices while performing. They were all superstars.



The children have had the pleasure of being introduced to the world

of Shakespeare this week; with a keen interest in Macbeth. This will

be our key text for the term where we will be exploring characters,

themes and the theatrical medium.

Our goal is to excite and inspire the class whilst also providing them with the tools to better

understand the original text. I am sure this will instill a better sense of authority and purpose in

their own writing as well as providing a new method of expressing their ideas.

Breakfast Club



Breakfast Club runs from 8am and will cost £4 per child, per day for children from Reception to Y6.

Before your child/ren attends Breakfast Club, please ensure you book the sessions and make the

required payments first.!

This provision is only available to children from Reception to Year 6.

www.schoolgateway.com

Akvita Wraparound Care

Aktiva Camps After School Club hosted at the Ark Brunel Hub!

Aktiva has created a safe, fun, and friendly environment for our

children.

Club Information: Aktiva After School Club will run from the end of

the school day until 6:00 PM. The children will be collected from their classes at the end of the

school day and brought over to the Ark Brunel hub by walking bus by 3.40pm where they will be

registered into our after-school club. There are 2 sessions available to book - Early session

3.30pm-4.30pm and a full session 3.30pm-6pm

Contact Information: Aktiva’s Ark Brunel contact number: 07776657491 - only available during

service (3.30pm - 6pm). For all queries regrading bookings please email

bookings@aktivacamps.com or call our parent enquiry number on 0203 551 8909.

Booking Aktiva Services:

Single Sessions: Book until 1 PM on the same day for After School Club. This flexibility allows

parents to use our services as needed. Places are subject to availability and strict cutoffs.

Booking and Pricing: Please visit www.aktivacamps.com to register yourself and your

child/children and select the required service.

http://www.schoolgateway.com/
mailto:bookings@aktivacamps.com
https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/www.aktivacamps.com


Star of the Term

Congratulations to all the pupils who have received Star of the Week Certificate - Friday 28th

February 2025

Star of the Term:

Nursery - Kannon

Reception - Joshua

Y1- Naomi

Y2 -Zeema

Y3 - Kareema

Y4 - Alessia

Y5 - Nazrawi

Y6 -Victoria

Star Readers

Y1- Kai

Y2 - Victor

Y3 - Alfie

Y4 - Franzen

Y5 - Jericho

Y6 - Stefan



Congratulations to all the Stars of the Week and Star Readers!

We will also be adding new dates and will share them with you soon, so please keep checking the

Newsletter and the Parents’ Information Board on the front gate.

PE Days:

Please remember that children can come to school in their PE kits on PE days. Please refer to our

guidance on school uniform and ensure your child has the correct PE kit. If for any reason they are

not able to come in the correct kit, we require an email or phone call from home to explain the

circumstances.

There will be another small change of PE days after half term. We will only have PE sessions on

Wednesdays and Fridays:

Wednesdays - Years 1 and 2 (change from last term), Nursery and Reception

Fridays - Years 3 and 4; Years 5 and 6 (change from last half term)

Thank you for your patience and support.
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