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St Mary's Catholic

Primmary School

Newsletter - Friday 02nd October 2026

Message to parents from Ms Hampton
Welcome to issue 4 of our Newsletter.

Dear Parent/Carer,

| hope you have had a good week.

Our ongoing activities and events, scheduled throughout the month
of October linked to Harvest time, Black History and the Rosary, are

keeping your children very busy.

This time of year also allows our community to revisit the theology

around the Common Good through our charitable works so our
children have an understanding of why they are called to serve others. You will be aware that we
support many charities including ‘Macmillan Cancer Support’, ‘CAFOD’, ‘Save the Children UK' and
as always, we thank you for your ongoing kindness and generosity.

Harvest is the season for giving thanks and this year, we will be hosting our second annual
afternoon tea event for our Grandparents’ and Grand aunts and Grand uncles. We know that many
of our grandparents, grand aunts and uncles provide incredible support to many pupils in our
schools and this event gives our children a chance to say thank you. A separate letter will be sent
out next week. Numbers are limited so please sign up early.

| am also delighted to hear that many of our children will meet regularly during the month of
October to pray the Rosary in honour of Our Lady and also to pray for people across the world who
are currently experiencing trauma, isolation and tragedy.

You may remember that the Year of St Francis of Assisi was proclaimed by Pope Leo XIV from
January 10, 2026, to January 10, 2027—to encourage us to reflect on the saint's life of humility,



peace, and care for the poor and creation. The children have been involved in different projects and
in November, both schools in the Federation, St Charles and St Mary’s, will attend a joint Mass
together at Our Lady of The Holy Souls Church, as a mark of thanks and celebration. We will share
more information nearer the time.

Thank you for your continued support and kindness,

Wishing you a very happy and restful weekend.

Ms Hampton

Catholic Life and Mission of the school

‘Practise these things, and the God of peace will be with you!
Brothers and Sisters: Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything
worthy of praise: think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen
in me — practise these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

From the Letter of St Paul to the Philippians 4:6-9

| chose you out of the world, says the Lord,
that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide.

John 15:16

You déd not choose me, but | chose you and
appolnted you b0 G0 and eas Frult — Frsit
Ehat wiil lase. Then the Fatner will give
You wWiiBEEWET Wou adk [n iy e e

Special Feast in the Catholic Liturgical Calendar in autumn:

October Feasts

October 1: St. Thérese of Lisieux, the "Little Flower" and Doctor of the Church.
October 2: Feast of the Guardian Angels.

October 4: St. Francis of Assisi, patron saint of animals and the environment.

October 7: Our Lady of the Rosary (marking October as the month of the Holy Rosary).
October 31: All Hallows' Eve, kicking off the transition to November.

November Feasts

November 1: All Saints' Day (a major solemnity honouring all in heaven).

November 2: All Souls' Day (commemorating the faithful departed).

November 22: Solemnity of Christ the King

Our School Value for this half term is Responsibility and the matching Catholic Social Teaching
Principle is Stewardship — Caring for our Common Home.



We will be exploring thinking about how each and every one of us
can show responsibility in caring for and protecting our planet.

Updated - ICT, Photography and Online Safety Permissions form

Dear Parents and Carers, please ensure that you return the updated permission form for each one
of your children as soon as possible.

Thank you for your cooperation

@

St Mary's Catholic Primary School

E-Safety. Photography and Digital Images Agreement
Child's name: Class

and digital technology

As the parent or legal guardion of the abaove pupil. | give permission for my child 1o access
and use the Internet. email (K52) and other digital and ICT facilities provided by the school as
part of their leaming.

| understand that, although the school takes reasonable steps to keep puplls sofe online. it
cannot guarantee that all material available on the Intermnet s appropriate or that every risk

The school will take reasonable precautions to protect pupils, including the use of appropriate
fitering and monitoring systems. restricted-access email ond digltal services. oppropriate
teaching aond supervision, and the teaching of online safety

| understand that the school may monitor my child’s use of school devices, systerms and
Intemet services, including the websites and ornline services they access, in accordance with
the school's fitering. monitoring. safeguarding ond data protection arangements.

I will support the schocl by promoting safe and responsible use of the Internet and digital

technclogy at home and will inform the school if | have any concems about my child's online
safety.

| give permission for my child to use the Internet and digital technology at school. I:I

| do not give permission for my child to use the Internet and digital technology at
school.

Part 2 - Use of Images (photographs, video, digifal and physical]

| agree to the school taking photographs and/or making video recordings of my child for
appropriate educational, school, publicity and communication purposes as described
elo.

Photographs and videos may be used:

as part of leaming ond educational activities e.g. in children’s workbooks:

in classroom and school displarys:

in school presentations and assemblies;

to celebrate pupils’ achievements e.g. in the School's newsletters. on the school
website, in the school prospecius and promoetional posters shown externally:

on the §t Chares Catholic Primary School website;

on the schocl's official secial media accounts, including Facebook and Instagram:
in external media, local newspapers and local authority campaigns

in Class and School photes sold to ofher parents/carers

Attendance and Punctuality

We greatly appreciate your support in helping your child attend school regularly and arrive on time,
ready to learn, enjoy the day and make the most of every opportunity.

Please take a moment to refer to our recent attendance letter, which shares our school’s
expectations and further information.
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Dear Parents/Carers,
Attendance and Punctuality at 5t Mary's Catholic Primary School

A5 we begin the new academic year, we would like to highlght the importance of excellent sttendance and punctuality, and the significant
Impact they have on your child's achievement, progress and future opportunities.

At St Mary's Catholic Primary School, we want every child to achieve their full potential, Excellent teaching, hard work and support at home all
play an important role. However, there is a simple starting point:

“We cannot teach your child if they are not here.”
A Dty of Absence Quickly Adds Up

It can be easy to think that an cocaskonal day away from school will make little difference. However, when absences are repeated throughout
the yaar, a significant amount of education can be bost,

« 1 day missed every week = 38 days missed, almost 8 weeks of school
« 1 day missed every fortnight = 13 days missed, almost 4 weeks of school

= argund 1 day missed each month = 10 days missed, approximately 2 weelks of schoaol
« 5 days missed during the year = 1 full week of school missed

This iz why 90% attendance i not considered good attendance. Although 0% may sound pasitive, it means that approximately four weelks of
school have been missed in a single academic year.

Every missed day means more than simply having work to catch up on. Your child may miss new learming, teather explanations, opportunities
to practise key skills and important feedback. The mode school a chikd misses, the more difficult it can be to close these gaps in learning, Our
school performance data from the Last acadermic year shows that children with strong attendance achisve better outcomes.

Mesdical Evidence and Appointments

In the majority of cages, when you inform us that your child is too ill to attend schoal, your natification will be sufficient. We will only request
medical evidence to support and authorise an absence when we are concerned about levels of absence or have genuine and reasonable

doubits regarding the auth f the il We your if our staff request evidence.

‘We would also like to remind parents and carers that, wherever possible, medical appointments should be arranged outside of the school day
to minimise disruption to learning. i your child must attend a medi i during school s please ersure that they miss the least
amaunt of lzarning time possible.

Punctuality Matters Too

The school gates open at B:45am and the register is taken at 9:00am. We ask parents and carers to ensure that pupils arrive in good time so
that they are ready to begin the school day promptly and positively. Our Free Breakfast Club is offered from 7.45am every day. You need to
register your child for this in advance using Arbar, Please speak to the schocl office if you requine any

Parent Quote You hawe made my mornings £o much easier I don't need to think of what to

make for breakfast I just bring my children to school breakfast club. Thankyeul

Thank you for your support and perath helping us maintain high standards of attendance and punctuality at 5t Mary's
Catholic Primary School,

Yours Sincerely,
IMiiss Browne [Assistant Head / Attendance Lead), Mrs Cummings and Ms Hampton [Attendance team)




Celebrating Our Attendance Success

Attendance Weekly Leader

Nursery 100% Aﬂendunce Winnels |
" this week:

Y5 97.93%
Y4 97.22%
Y6 96.36% Nursery
Y1/2 92.44%

pecepton oo With 1007 attendance

Black History Month of October
This Black History Month, we celebrate the stories, achievements, and contributions of Black
communities.
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We Love to Read

Dear Parents and Carers,

ae 3 g
To continue supporting your child in developing the love of reading A :

during the Year of Reading 2026, we invite you all to choose a book, WE LOVE 0
magazine, newspaper, comic or anything else you enjoy reading, o )
find an unusual place to read it, and share a photo with us! Perhaps & _';- : : . ‘/f'-

you could read on a swing, a slide or a trampoline, under a table, on
the branch of a tree, while waiting in a queue, on a train, in the park
— or somewhere even more imaginative!

For safeguarding purposes, when taking photographs of children, please avoid showing your child's
face clearly from the front. Photographs taken from behind, from the side, or creatively showing
the book and reading location without identifying your child would be perfect.

Please send your photographs to info@st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk.
We can't wait to see all the wonderfully unusual places you choose and hope that this challenge

encourages everyone — children and adults alike — to discover (or rediscover!) the joy of reading.
Where will your book take you?



mailto:info@st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk

“Come and have a look at our wonderful Early Years provision

St Mary’s Primary School

Ofg{é'a OPEN DAYS

Good .
LU Nursery and Reception places

for 2027

Join us for a tour and talk
Wednesday 41 November 5pm
or

Thursday 5" November 2.15am

To book a place, please scan the QR code to visit our website

o
www.st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk 'k "
“Leaders have high expectations for every pupil’s rﬁr‘%h
academic achievement and behaviour” Ofsted 2022 ﬁ
I
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Open Morning for Nursery and Reception 2027

Our first Open Morning for Nursery and Reception 2027, will take place on Wednesday 4th
November at Spm and Thursday 5th November at 9.15am.




After School Clubs!

Autumn Term 1 - After School Clubs

Please ensure that you book and make payment through the Arbor system. Once this has been
completed, please provide the office with the completed After School Club Consent Form.

Monday - Dance and Gymnastics for all

Tuesday - Multisport for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
Wednesday - Football for Reception, Year 1 and Year
Thursday - Football for K52

Friday - Art for all classes.

Baskethball for KS2
F o
Safeguarding Information
Safeguarding remains our highest priority, and we continue to work ~ “ st B
closely with staff, pupils and families to ensure that all children are
safe, both in school and online. "'..'."'i'~"'- Vs
P".\"nu_- = ,_Qﬂ
SIS
As part of our commitment to online safety, we are subscribing to oIRLe 0

Wake Up Wednesday. Wake up Wednesday is a national campaign

by 'National Online Safety' which has been designed to inform and

help parents understand the dangers and the attraction of different

types of online activity. It covers everything from social media platforms, gaming and online
gaming, mobile and iPad security and much more.

aFiWakel péed nessdoy

Safeguarding remains our highest priority, and we continue to work closely with staff, pupils and
families to ensure that all children are safe, both in school and online.

As shared in the previous Newsletters, part of our commitment to online safety, we are subscribing
to Wake Up Wednesday.




This week we look at: What parents and staff need to know about: What Parents & Educators Need
to Know about What's Real Online
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Please click on the link below to read the #WakeupWednesday guide on What Parents & Educators
Need to Know about Safety Online:



Click this link

For more information on how to keep you child safe online, please click on the link to our website
page.

Click here

New Parental Control Videos

Internet Matters have uploaded 3 new short videos onto YouTube, each focussing on parental
controls for YouTube, Roblox and TikTok, the links are:

- YouTube parental controls top features.

- The top 3 parental controls to use on Roblox.

- The top 3 parental controls to use on TikTok.

Google Family Link

For children with Android devices, Google Family Link is a great way for parents to set restrictions.
Internet Matters have released a brand-new YouTube video showing how to set up Google Family
Link to customise content and screen time restrictions.

Click to Set Up Google Family Link

We encourage families to engage with these resources and to work in partnership with us to
promote safe, respectful and responsible online behaviour, in line with our Catholic values of care,
dignity and responsibility.

We would like to share some important dates for the Autumn Term with you. We will also be
adding some more dates and will share them with you soon, so please keep checking the
Newsletter and the Parents’ Information Board on the front gate.

Weekly Attendance

iapylDates. . D

New diary dates will be provided weekly

We would like to share some important dates for the remainder of the Autumn Term 1 with you.


https://st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk/wakeupwednesday
https://st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk/safeguarding/10-steps-to-protect-your-child-online
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=416eb83262&e=c8daf85d52
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=4ae9bff155&e=c8daf85d52
https://esafety-adviser.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cbd59b76f0e1ad9db768db345&id=fd0c3824a9&e=c8daf85d52
https://us.list-manage.com/364rsgakzOS?e=c8daf85d52&c2id=6866df0c1a4a18103d8a56c3210f3b2a

Important dates:

October 2025

Black History Month

Monday 1917 October

Year 3 vizit to the Science Museum

Monday 190 October

Year 5 visit to see Bayeux Tapestry at British Museum

Tuesday 20 October

Parent Consultation Meetings 3.45pm to 4.00pm

Wednesday 215 October

Parent Consultation Meetings 3.45pm to 4.00pm

Thursday 22n? October

Whole School Votive Mass for Holy Souls §.30am

Thursday 22nd October

Grandparents’ Afterncon Tea and Concert 2.00 pm

Half term holiday: Monday 24th October to Friday 30t October.

November 2025

Monday 2re Movember

Staff INSET Day - school closed for children

Tuesday F2 Movember

Back to school after half term

Monday ' November

Year 3 History Trip to Gunnersbury Park

Thursday 19M November

Federation Holy Mass - The Year of 5t Francis at
10.30am in Qur Lady of the holy Souls church

The School Day at St Mary's

Timetable

8.45 8.45 8.45 8.45
9.00 9.00 2.00 9.00
9.00 9.00 2.00 9.00
10.00 10.15 10.15 10.30 LKS2
10.45 UKS2
10.15 10.30 10.30 10.45 LKS2
11.00 UKS2
11.45 11.45 12.00 12.30
12.15 12.45 1.00 1.30
3.15 3.15 3.20 3.30
3.30 3.30 3.40 3.40

Routine

Nursery and Reception children enter and leave the school through the Nursery Gate.
Year 1 children should enter and the school through the KS1 gate (to the right of the brown door).

They leave via the brown door.

Year 2 children should enter and leave the school through the KS1 gate (to the right of the brown

door).

Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 children enter through the KS2 gate (to the left of the main school door).
Tears 3 and 4 children leave the school at home time through the back gate behind the pitch.

Year 5 and 6 children leave the school at home time through KS2 gate.

Assembly Times:




Tuesdays 9.05am to 9.30am: KS2 Assembly

Wednesdays 2.45pm to 3.05pm: FS/KS1 Assembly (every two weeks)
Thursdays 9.05am to 9.30am: Class Assemblies

Thursdays 2.45pm to 3.15pm: Hymn Practice

Fridays 9.05am to 9.45am: Star of the Week Assembly

PE KIT

PE Days:

Please remember that children can come to school in their PE kits on PE days. Please refer to our
guidance on school uniform and ensure your child has the correct PE kit. If for any reason they are
not able to come in the correct kit, we require an email or phone call from home to explain the
circumstances.

Thursdays — EYFS, Year 1 & 2, Year 3 and Year 5
Fridays - Year 4 and Year 6

Please, note we had to swap Y3 and Y4 PE days. Year 3 children will now have PE on Thursdays.
Please, ensure the Y3 pupils wear their PE kits on Thursdays from next week and Year 4 pupils on

Fridays.

We apologise for any inconvenience and thank you for you support with this change.

Whole School Uniform



Whole School Uniform

Hursery Wniform

Nursery

T-Shirt Embroidered - With School Bodge 100% Cotton

Whole School




Star of the Term for Friday 02nd October 2026

EYFS - Micaela
Y1/2 - Vanessa
Y3 - Pippa

Y4 - Kadie

Y5 - Delilah

Y6 - Elly & Nevaeh

Star Readers
Y1/2 - Sienna
Y3 - Albie

Y4 - Luna

Y5 - Harry
Y6 - Alessia

Look what we have been doing - Key Stage 2

It has been a busy and exciting few weeks in Year 3! ve r 3

We have been basing our English learning around Gorilla by Anthony
Browne. The children have produced some beautiful character descriptions of Hannah, thinking
carefully about precise vocabulary, expanded noun phrases and how to bring a character to life.



We are now building towards writing our own exciting narratives in the third person, using
everything we have learnt. In Science, We took the learning outside and explored forces,
investigating pushes and pulls and seeing these forces in action. The children enjoyed getting
hands-on and thinking scientifically about how and why objects move. We are so impressed with
the enthusiasm and creativity the children have shown in their learning!

In Science, Year 4 have been learning about States of Matter. Over

the last two weeks, we have carried out various enquiries in vear 4

relation to how solids, liquids and gases change state and we have
also learned how the particles in solids, liquids and gases behave.

In the pictures below, in their table groups the children are showing how particles in solids, liquids
and gases behave.

This week, Year 5 has placed a strong emphasis on Online Safety.

Following their engaging Break Foundation workshop, pupils have vear 5

been learning how to use search engines safely and effectively.

They have applied these new skills to their Geography research, investigating mountains and hills
across the United Kingdom and developing their ability to find useful and reliable information
online.




The class took part in an IntoUniversity week-long workshop where
they explored the theme of Environmental Science. The children ear 6
delved deeper into the areas of sustainability, climate change,

activism and the benefits of renewable energy sources. There was a wonderful trip to Kew Gardens
where children learned about horticulture and the pollination process.

They also had sessions on the various routes they could take at University and the options
available depending on their interests. The children completed the week with the unique experience
of visiting Oxford University to showcase their special performances. We are proud to say that the

class represented themselves and the school beautifully all week.

Breakfast Club



Breakfast Club runs from 7.45am from Monday to Friday child, for children from Reception to Yé6.
Before your child/ren attends Breakfast Club, please ensure you register your child on Arbor.

If you have any issues with registering_your child, please contact the school office.

Avenue Youth Project Primary AfterSchool Provision

You can now sign up to the Avenue Youth Project for Afterschool Provision, they also provide a
walking Bus Service.

ROUTE DETAILS
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Akvita Wraparound Care

Aktiva Camps After School Club hosted at the Ark Brunel Hub!

Aktiva has created a safe, fun, and friendly environment for our
children.

aktiva’
Club Information: Aktiva After School Club will run from the end of

the school day until 6:00 PM. The children will be collected from their classes at the end of the
school day and brought over to the Ark Brunel hub by walking bus by 3.40pm where they will be
registered into our after-school club. There are 2 sessions available to book - Early session
3.30pm-4.30pm and a full session 3.30pm-6pm

Contact Information: Aktiva's Ark Brunel contact number: 07776657491 - only available during
service (3.30pm - 6pm). For all queries regrading bookings please email
bookings@aktivacamps.com or call our parent enquiry number on 0203 551 8909.

Booking Aktiva Services:

Single Sessions: Book until 1 PM on the same day for After School Club. This flexibility allows
parents to use our services as needed. Places are subject to availability and strict cutoffs.

Booking and Pricing: Please visit www.aktivacamps.com to register yourself and your
child/children and select the required service.

Monday 2nd November is Staff Training Day and the school will be closed to children.


mailto:bookings@aktivacamps.com
https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/www.aktivacamps.com

Schools resumes on Tuesday 3rd November.

Term Dates 20252026

Term Dates 2024 — 2027
Autumn Term - 2026 |

First Half Term

Staff Training -Tuesday 1°" September - Inset Day (ne pupils)
Staff Training -Wednesday 2™ September - Inset Day (no pupils)
First bay of School - Thursday 3™ September

Last Day of School - Friday 23rd October

Half Term - Monday 26" - Friday 30™ October

Second Half Term

Staff Training- Monday 2™ November- Inset Day (no pupils)
First Day of School - Tuesday 3™ November

Last Day of School - Friday 18™ December - School Closes at 1.30pm
Christmas Holiday - Monday 21*' December 2026 - Friday 1*' January 2027

Spring Term - 2027

First Half Term

Staff Training - Monday 4™ JTanuary- Inset Day (no pupils)

First Day of School-Tuesday 5™ Tanuary

Last Day of School - Friday 12™ February

Half Term - Monday 15" - Friday 19" February

Second Half Term

First Day of School - Monday 22™ February

Last Day of School - Thursday 256™ March - 5chool Closes at 1.30pm
Easter Heliday - Monday 29" March - Friday 9" April

Summer Term - 2027

First Half Term

First Day of School - Monday 12 April

Last Day of School - Thursday 27 May

Staff Training - Friday 28" May - Inset Day (no pupils)

Bank Heliday - Menday 3™ May (no pupils)

Half Term - Monday 31%" May- Friday 4" June

Second Half Term

First Day of School - Monday 7' June

Last Day of School - Wednesday 21%' July - School Closes at 1.30pm

FACEBOOK

INSTAGRAM

TWITTER

St Mary's Catholic Primary School

Email: info@st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk

Website: https:/www.st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk/
Location: East Row, London W10 5AW, UK
Phone: 020 8969 0321



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086427685360
https://www.instagram.com/st_marycpsw10/
https://twitter.com/St_MaryCPSW10
mailto:info@st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk
https://www.st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk/
https://maps.google.com/?q=E+Row,+London+W10+5AW,+UK&ftid=0x48761018207b1ac9:0xfdbbe6cd7a538d7d
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