
Dear Parent/Carers,

Welcome to issue 19 of our Newsletter.

We have reached the end of another busy and productive week.

Teaching and learning is now in full flow and this year, Over at St Marys’, our Phonics lead and Year

1 teacher held a phonics workshop for parents and carers. The feedback was very positive and we

appreciate how well you support your child in their educational development.

It was the turn of St Charles to host the annual governors’ afternoon school visit so that they could

see teaching and learning in action. The focus was History and the implementation of the new

Federation-wide History curriculum. The governors were very impressed and thoroughly enjoyed

the experience.

Please check the calendar for dates of future events including class assemblies and parent/carer

workshops.

The ‘Wake Up Wednesday’ flyer which can be located at the end of this newsletter, also provides

very useful information and advice.

Have a lovely weekend,

Best Wishes,

Ms Hampton



Phonics Workshop

Thank you so much to the parents that attended our Phonics Workshop on Wednesday 21st

January. The parents and children both got involved in some phonics activities together.

We practised using sound buttons, learning about digraphs, trigraphs and split digraphs. You

should have taken a pack home to practise the learning again with your child. Please see Miss

Flashman if you need a pack. We hope phonics at home is fun!

Our School Value for this half term is Kindness and the matching

Catholic Social Teaching Principle is Option for the Poor. It is a

core principle emphasizing a preferential love and commitment to

the needs of the poor and vulnerable, seeing their plight as a challenge to the entire community,

not just an individual problem, and calling for systemic change, empowerment, and justice, inspired

by Jesus' own focus on the marginalized.

It involves actively taking up the cause of the poor, advocating for them, sharing resources, and

working for economic systems and societal structures that respect human dignity and ensure

everyone's basic needs are met, making them central to moral action.

Safeguarding information

Safeguarding remains our highest priority, and we continue to work

closely with staff, pupils and families to ensure that all children are

safe, both in school and online.

As part of our commitment to online safety, we are subscribing to

Wake Up Wednesday. Wake up Wednesday is a national campaign

by 'National Online Safety' which has been designed to inform and

help parents understand the dangers and the attraction of different types of online activity. It

covers everything from social media platforms, gaming and online gaming, mobile and iPad

security and much more.

In our Newsletters we will be sharing a weekly resource that provides up-to-date guidance on

current online trends, apps and potential risks. These materials will support you in navigating the

digital world safely and responsibly.

We encourage families to engage with these resources and to work in partnership with us to

promote safe, respectful and responsible online behaviour, in line with our Catholic values of care,

dignity and responsibility.



Online Safety Tips for Families





New diary dates will be provided weekly

We would like to share some important dates for the Autumn Term with you. We will also be

adding some more dates and will share them with you soon, so please keep checking the

Newsletter and the Parents’ Information Board on the front gate.

PE Days

PE Days:

Please remember that children can come to school in their PE kits on PE days. Please refer to our

guidance on school uniform and ensure your child has the correct PE kit. If for any reason they are

not able to come in the correct kit, we require an email or phone call from home to explain the

circumstances.

Unfortunately, we had to change the PE days and swap two year groups: Year 3 and Year 6. Please,

find bellow the final PE days:

Mondays – Year 3 and Year 5

Thursdays – EYFS, Year 1, Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6



Whole School Uniform



Year 3 have been looking at deserts in Geography this week and

half term. We've been finding out about what makes a desert and

the features that deserts can have.



Our current Science unit is “Sound”. This week our “Big Question”

was “How does distance from a sound source affect how loud it

will seem? We carried out an investigation by measuring how the

volume of sound changed as we moved further from the sound

source (a drum ‘bang’).

We used an online sound metre to measure the volume. We discussed how ‘fair’ the test was. Did

the pupil banging the drum always hit the drum with the same force and so create the same

vibrations?

This week, we have begun exploring the work of Charles Dickens

and immersed ourselves in the Victorian era. We have taken a

closer look at the social structures in place at the time and the

advancements that led to unprecedented growth but also stark poverty for many.

Also, in maths, the children have done fantastically well to grasp ratio and scale across multiple

contexts. We are very proud of the hard work being put in by the class and look forward to another

week of high-quality learning.



Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club runs from 8am and will cost £4 per child, per day for children from Reception to Y6.

Before your child/ren attends Breakfast Club, please ensure you book the sessions and make the

required payments first.!

This provision is only available to children from Reception to Year 6.

www.schoolgateway.com

Avenue Youth Project Primary AfterSchool Provision

You can now sign up to the Avenue Youth Project for Afterschool Provision, they also provide a

walking Bus Service.

Akvita Wraparound Care

Aktiva Camps After School Club hosted at the Ark Brunel Hub!

Aktiva has created a safe, fun, and friendly environment for our

children.

Club Information: Aktiva After School Club will run from the end of

the school day until 6:00 PM. The children will be collected from their classes at the end of the

school day and brought over to the Ark Brunel hub by walking bus by 3.40pm where they will be

http://www.schoolgateway.com/


registered into our after-school club. There are 2 sessions available to book - Early session

3.30pm-4.30pm and a full session 3.30pm-6pm

Contact Information: Aktiva’s Ark Brunel contact number: 07776657491 - only available during

service (3.30pm - 6pm). For all queries regrading bookings please email

bookings@aktivacamps.com or call our parent enquiry number on 0203 551 8909.

Booking Aktiva Services:

Single Sessions: Book until 1 PM on the same day for After School Club. This flexibility allows

parents to use our services as needed. Places are subject to availability and strict cutoffs.

Booking and Pricing: Please visit www.aktivacamps.com to register yourself and your

child/children and select the required service.

Star of the Week

Congratulations to all the pupils who have received Star of the Week - Friday 23rdJanuary 2026

Star of the Term:

Reception - Vanessa

Y1 - Isadora

Y2 - Farah

Y3 - Maria

Y4 - Ricardo

Y5 - Poppy

Y6 - Gideon

Star Reader:

Y1 - Melaysia

Y2 - N/A

Y3 - Fraser

Y4 - Matthew

Y5 - N/N

Y6 - Carlos
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