St Mary's Catholic
Primmary School

Newsletter - Friday 23rd October 2026

Message to parents from Mrs Tusting

Welcome to issue 6 of our Newsletter.
Dear Parent/Carer,

As we come to the end of what has been a very busy, exciting and
rewarding half term, | would like to take a moment to reflect on all
the wonderful things that have been happening at St Mary's. It has
certainly been a half term full of learning, discovery, creativity and
celebration!

Our children have enjoyed a fantastic range of educational visits, workshops, class assemblies and
enriching experiences, all of which have brought learning to life and provided valuable opportunities
to develop new skills, explore their interests and grow in confidence. It has been a real joy to see
their enthusiasm, curiosity and the pride they take in their achievements.

One of the highlights of this week was undoubtedly our Grandparents' Afternoon Tea, held on
Wednesday. What a truly special afternoon it was! It was wonderful to welcome so many
grandparents and family members into our school to celebrate the important place they hold in our
children's lives and in our wider school community. Every class contributed to making the
afternoon memorable, preparing delicious treats for our visitors and sharing lovely performances.
We were treated to beautiful singing, instrumental music and some wonderful individual
performances from our talented young musicians. The smiles, applause and happy faces around
the room said it all!

A particularly special mention must go to our Year 6 pupils, who took on the responsibility of
welcoming, serving and looking after our guests with such kindness, maturity and impeccable



manners. They were wonderful ambassadors for St Mary's, demonstrating our school values of
kindness, respect and responsibility in action. We could not have been prouder of them!

| would also like to extend a very special thank you to Ms Alena, our wonderful music teacher,
whose enthusiasm, dedication and encouragement help our children discover, nurture and
celebrate their musical talents. The confidence and joy with which the children performed were a
lovely reflection of her hard work and the opportunities she provides for them.

Of course, none of these wonderful experiences would be possible without our extraordinary staff.
As we reach the end of a particularly demanding half term, | want to express my sincere gratitude
to every member of our St Mary's team. Their hard work, patience, flexibility, kindness and
unwavering commitment to our children are truly appreciated. Day after day, they work tirelessly to
ensure that our pupils feel safe, valued, supported and ready to learn, helping every child to make
progress and achieve their potential. | am immensely grateful for everything they do, often quietly
and behind the scenes, to make St Mary's the caring, inclusive and nurturing school community
that it is.

Finally, thank you to all our parents, carers and families for your continued support, encouragement
and partnership. Working together, we can continue to help our children flourish, both academically
and personally, as we live out our school mission of ‘Learning together in Faith and Love'.

As we begin our well-deserved half-term break, | wish all our children, families and staff a peaceful,
happy and restful holiday. | hope you enjoy some precious time together, making lovely memories
and recharging your batteries.

With warmest wishes and blessings,

Magdalena Tusting
Head of School

Grandparents' Afternoon Tea was a great succes

Our Grandparents’ Afternoon Tea was a great success! Thank you
to all the grandparents who attended and helped make the event
such a lovely occasion.

Catholic Life and Mission of the school

A Time to Give Thanks N . e o DD 4.:"
“This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be LOﬁD

glad in it” — Psalm 118:24 -
As we come to the end of a wonderful and busy half term, this
beautiful verse reminds us that every day is a precious gift from




God, filled with opportunities to experience His love, share kindness and bring joy to others.
Throughout this half term, we have seen so many lovely examples of our children living out their
faith through their actions — showing compassion, helping one another, celebrating each other's
achievements and bringing happiness to those around them. Our Grandparents' Afternoon Tea was
a particularly beautiful reminder of the importance of family, gratitude and the love that connects
generations.

As we begin our half-term break, we encourage all our families to take a little time to pause, give
thanks for the blessings in their lives and enjoy the simple joys of being together. Whether through
a kind word, a helping hand, a shared meal or a quiet moment of prayer, we can all find ways to
reflect God's love in our everyday lives.

May this half term bring you moments of peace, laughter, togetherness and renewed strength. May
God bless and watch over all our St Mary's families.

Special Feast in the Catholic Liturgical Calendar in autumn:

November Feasts

November 1: All Saints' Day (a major solemnity honouring all in heaven).
November 2: All Souls' Day (commemorating the faithful departed).
November 22: Solemnity of Christ the King

Our School Value for this half term is Responsibility and the
matching Catholic Social Teaching Principle is Stewardship -
Caring for our Common Home.

We will be exploring thinking about how each and every one of us can show responsibility in caring
for and protecting our planet.

As we prepare to celebrate Harvest at St Mary's, we are reminded of
the importance of giving thanks for all that we have and of sharing
with those in our community who may be experiencing difficult

=, FOOD

DONATION
Thanks!

We would be very grateful if families could support our Harvest
Collection by sending in a donation of non-perishable food. Suitable items might include tinned

times.

food, pasta, rice, cereals, tea, coffee, biscuits and other long-life products.

Eco-Movers: Mission Earth — Cool Ways to Move!

Pupils are invited to take part in Kensington and Chelsea Council’s Sustainable Travel Competition!
Create a sculpture, artwork or collage using clean, safe recycled materials to celebrate sustainable
travel and inspire a greener future.

Please see the competition poster and terms and conditions for details. Entries must be submitted
by S5pm on Friday 23 October 2026.



Eco-movers:
mission Earth!
Cool ways to move!

Schools’ sustainability artwork competition

Can you create a sculpture, artwork or collage that shows
how we can travel in ways that help the planet?

The competition

% Use clean, safo recycled materials®

s Show us how your idea helps the planet

< Tellus how it helps peaple to be active
Who can enter

Open to all Primary and Secondary s¢hodl students.

Attendance and Punctuality

We greatly appreciate your support in helping your child attend
school regularly and arrive on time, ready to learn, enjoy the day and
make the most of every opportunity.

Please take a moment to refer to our recent attendance letter, which shares our school’s
expectations and further information.

Weekly Attendance Leader Celebrating Our Attendance S

Student Group Attendance Winners f
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We Love to Read



Dear Parents and Carers,

To continue supporting your child in developing the love of reading o G-

during the Year of Reading 2026, we invite you all to choose a book, WE LOVE ' i
magazine, newspaper, comic or anything else you enjoy reading, .
find an unusual place to read it, and share a photo with us! Perhaps
you could read on a swing, a slide or a trampoline, under a table, on
the branch of a tree, while waiting in a queue, on a train, in the park
— or somewhere even more imaginative!

For safeguarding purposes, when taking photographs of children, please avoid showing your child's
face clearly from the front. Photographs taken from behind, from the side, or creatively showing
the book and reading location without identifying your child would be perfect.

Please send your photographs to info@st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk.

We can't wait to see all the wonderfully unusual places you choose and hope that this challenge
encourages everyone — children and adults alike — to discover (or rediscover!) the joy of reading.
Where will your book take you?

The Kensington & Chelsea Immunisation Team wanted to share some useful resources recently
published by the British Islamic Medical Association (BIMA) which may help support our
engagement with your, parents, carers, and community groups during this year's flu programme.

Key Messages from BIMA

¢ Flu vaccination helps protect children, families, and vulnerable members of the community,
helping to reduce serious illness and hospital admissions.

¢ The children's nasal flu vaccine contains porcine gelatine.

¢ An injectable flu vaccine that does not contain porcine-derived ingredients is available as an
alternative for those who do not wish to receive the nasal spray.

¢ Parents should indicate their vaccine preference when completing the consent form.

¢ BIMA recognises that Islamic scholarly opinions may differ on the permissibility of porcine-
derived ingredients and encourages families to seek advice from a trusted scholar if
appropriate.

¢ The guidance highlights the importance of protecting others and supporting the health of
vulnerable people, which can be a useful approach when discussing vaccination with families
who may have questions or concerns.

Why This Is Helpful


mailto:info@st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk

BIMA is a trusted organisation of Muslim healthcare professionals and provides a respected
clinical and faith-informed perspective. These resources complement our existing vaccination
materials by reinforcing key messages around vaccine choice, consent and access to the School-

Aged Immunisation Service.

BIMA Flu Vaccination Guidance:
View BIMA Flu Vaccination Guidance

FLU VACCINATION
GUIDANCE
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https://britishima.org/advice/flu/

“Come and have a look at our wonderful Early Years provision

St Mary’s Primary School

Ofg{é'a OPEN DAYS

Good .
LU Nursery and Reception places

for 2027

Join us for a tour and talk
Wednesday 41 November 5pm
or

Thursday 5" November 2.15am

To book a place, please scan the QR code to visit our website

o
www.st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk 'k "
“Leaders have high expectations for every pupil’s rﬁr‘%h
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Open Morning for Nursery and Reception 2027

Our first Open Morning for Nursery and Reception 2027, will take place on Wednesday 4th
November at Spm and Thursday 5th November at 9.15am.




After School Clubs!

Autumn Term 1 - After School Clubs

Please ensure that you book and make payment through the Arbor system. Once this has been
completed, please provide the office with the completed After School Club Consent Form.

Monday - Dance and Gymnastics for all

Tuesday - Multisport for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
Wednesday - Football for Reception, Year 1 and Year
Thursday - Football for K52

Friday - Art for all classes.

Basketbhall for K52

Safeguarding Information

Working Together to Keep Children Safe Online

Keeping our children safe online remains an important priority at St
Mary's. In school, we have robust filtering and monitoring systems
in place to help protect children from inappropriate online content,

and we regularly teach pupils how to use technology safely and

responsibly. Every computing topic begins with an online safety lesson, and we recently welcomed
the Breck Foundation, who delivered valuable, age-appropriate online safety workshops across the
school.

We know that children increasingly access the online world beyond school, and we greatly value
our partnership with parents in helping them navigate it safely. We encourage families to make use
of parental controls, regularly check the apps, games and websites their children are accessing,
and, most importantly, keep conversations about online safety open and positive.

By working together, sharing concerns and helping children understand both the opportunities and
risks of the digital world, we can support them in becoming confident, responsible and safe online
users.



Thank you for your continued support in keeping all our children safe.

This week we continue with: What parents and staff need to know about: What Parents & Educators
Need to Know about Discord

Please click on the link below to read the #WakeupWednesday guide on What Parents & Educators
Need to Know about Safety Online:
Click here

Google Family Link

For children with Android devices, Google Family Link is a great way for parents to set restrictions.
Internet Matters have released a brand-new YouTube video showing how to set up Google Family
Link to customise content and screen time restrictions.

Click to Set Up Google Family Link
We encourage families to engage with these resources and to work in partnership with us to
promote safe, respectful and responsible online behaviour, in line with our Catholic values of care,

dignity and responsibility.



https://st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk/safeguarding/10-steps-to-protect-your-child-online
https://us.list-manage.com/364rsgakzOS?e=c8daf85d52&c2id=6866df0c1a4a18103d8a56c3210f3b2a

New diary dates will be provided weekly

We would like to share some important dates for the Autumn Term with you. We will also be
adding some more dates and will share them with you soon, so please keep checking the
Newsletter and the Parents’ Information Board on the front gate.

Important dates:

Half term holiday: Monday 241 October to Friday 30 October.

November 2025

Monday 2re Movember

Staff INSET Day - school closed for children

Tuesday 32 Movember

Back to school after half term

Monday 7 Movember

Year 3 History Trip to Gunnersbury Park

Thursday 12 Movember

Year 3 Class Assembly

Thursday 191 November

Federation Holy Mass - The Year of 5t Franciz at
10.30am in Qur Lady of the holy Souls church

Thursday 24™ November

Year & Class Assembly

Thursday 3@ December

Whole School Advent Mass 2.30am in church

Wedneasday §M December

EYFS Mativity Play 2.00pm in the school hall

Thursday 100 December

Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas lunch

Tuasday 15" Decaember

K351 Nativity Play 2.00pm in the school hall

Wednesday 16 Decaember

K52 Christmas Carel Concert 2.00pm in church

The School Day at St Mary's

Timetable




8.45 8.45 8.45 8.45
9.00 9.00 2.00 9.00
%.00 9.00 2.00 9.00
10.00 10.15 10.15 10.30 LKS2
10.45 UKS2
10.15 10.30 10.30 10.45 LKS2
11.00 UKS2
11.45 11.45 12.00 12.30
12.15 12.45 1.00 1.30
3.15 3.15 3.20 3.30
3.30 3.30 3.40 3.40

Routine

Nursery and Reception children enter and leave the school through the Nursery Gate.

Year 1 children should enter and the school through the KS1 gate (to the right of the brown door).
They leave via the brown door.

Year 2 children should enter and leave the school through the KS1 gate (to the right of the brown
door).

Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 children enter through the KS2 gate (to the left of the main school door).

Tears 3 and 4 children leave the school at home time through the back gate behind the pitch.
Year 5 and 6 children leave the school at home time through KS2 gate.

Assembly Times:

Mondays 9.05am to 9.30am: KS2 Assembly
Thursdays 9.05am to 9.30am: Class Assemblies
Fridays 9.05am to 9.45am: Star of the Week Assembly




PE KIT

PE Days:

Please remember that children can come to school in their PE kits on PE days. Please refer to our
guidance on school uniform and ensure your child has the correct PE kit. If for any reason they are
not able to come in the correct kit, we require an email or phone call from home to explain the
circumstances.

Thursdays — EYFS, Year 1 & 2, Year 3 and Year 5

Fridays - Year 4 and Year 6

Please, note we had to swap Y3 and Y4 PE days. Year 3 children will now have PE on Thursdays.
Please, ensure the Y3 pupils wear their PE kits on Thursdays from next week and Year 4 pupils on
Fridays.

Whole School Uniform

Hursary Unifcrm Wwhaole Schaol Uniform I




Nursery

Sweatshirt - Crew neck
Sweatshirt = Créew neck
T-5hirt

Infant Bockpock
Whole Schoeol

Eritteed Fusrripssrs

Enitted Cord bgeon

Bl

Hooded Sweatshirt

Jogpants

T-Shirt

Reversible Jocker

Infant Backpack - Reception to
Woar 2

Junior Bockpock = Year 5 = &
Only

Gym Bog - Reception = Year &
Tig

Embroidered - With School Badge

Embroidered - With School Bodge

Embroiderad - With School Badge

Embroidered - With School Bodge

Embrdicianted - With School

Badge

Embroidenea
Bodge

with School
Embroidensd - with School
Badge

Embroidened - With School

Badge

Plcaim

Embroidenesd = With School
HBadge

Embroidensd — With School
Bodge

Embroidered - with School
Bodga

Embroidered = With School
Bcacigpe

Embroldered = With School
Borcige

Plain

Cotton/Polyester

Cotton/Pohyester

100% Cotton

Polyester

Frmichk

Colour meafchaed

Pharne and internal zipped pockets

Burtans. Couirtelle

CottonsPohqester

Teflon coated Polysater

2 pockers. Elasticoted waisthand. Cottan /Polyasiern

100% Cotton

Conceaked hood, Reflective tape, Pobpes er

Pabyester

Polyester

Rucksock style. Zipped pocket. Mame disploy pocket. Pobyester

Broad Stripe design, Pobyester

Clig on alss ovallabls




Star of the Term for Friday 23rd October 2026

EYFS - Noah

Y1/2 - Lamek

Y3 - Albie

Y4 -Azahrye

Y5 - Azrayah-Mae
Y6 - Whole Class

Star Readers
Y1/2 - Ivy
Y3 - Aniyah
Y4 - Zema
Y5 - Jayden
Y6 - Nevaeh

Look what we have been doing - EYFS and Key Stage 1
This half term Nursery and Reception have been focussing ontheir EARLY YEARS

foundational skills, this includes looking at patterns and letter
formation with our programme LetterJoin.

We are very proud of all the progress made in EYFS and look forward to learning though play even
more in the next term.

Grandparents’ Tea Party was an absolute triumph! It was a truly
wonderful experience filled with bright smiles, happy chatter, and a Y1 & Y2
lot of delicious treats.

Year 1 and 2 students had a fantastic time exploring Art and creativity through pendulum art this
week. They loved watching the swinging motions create beautiful, unique patterns and had a
wonderful time getting messy making their masterpieces!



Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club runs from 7.45am from Monday to Friday child, for children from Reception to Yé6.
Before your child/ren attends Breakfast Club, please ensure you register your child on Arbor.

If you have any issues with registering_your child, please contact the school office.

Avenue Youth Project Primary AfterSchool Provision

You can now sign up to the Avenue Youth Project for Afterschool Provision, they also provide a
walking Bus Service.



ROUTE DETAILS
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Akvita Wraparound Care

Aktiva Camps After School Club hosted at the Ark Brunel Hub!
Aktiva has created a safe, fun, and friendly environment for our
children. .
aktiva’
Club Information: Aktiva After School Club will run from the end of

the school day until 6:00 PM. The children will be collected from their classes at the end of the
school day and brought over to the Ark Brunel hub by walking bus by 3.40pm where they will be
registered into our after-school club. There are 2 sessions available to book - Early session
3.30pm-4.30pm and a full session 3.30pm-6pm

Contact Information: Aktiva’s Ark Brunel contact number: 07776657491 - only available during
service (3.30pm - 6pm). For all queries regrading bookings please email
bookings@aktivacamps.com or call our parent enquiry number on 0203 551 8909.

Booking Aktiva Services:
Single Sessions: Book until 1 PM on the same day for After School Club. This flexibility allows
parents to use our services as needed. Places are subject to availability and strict cutoffs.

Booking and Pricing: Please visit www.aktivacamps.com to register yourself and your
child/children and select the required service.

Monday 2nd November is Staff Training Day and the school will be closed to children.
Schools resumes on Tuesday 3rd November.

Term Dates 2026- 2027


mailto:bookings@aktivacamps.com
https://ukc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/www.aktivacamps.com

Term Dates 2024 — 2027

Autumn Term - 2026 |

First Half Term

Staff Training -Tuesday 1°" September - Inset Day (ne pupils)
Staff Training -Wednesday 2™ September - Inset Day (no pupils)
First Day of School - Thursday 3™ September

Last Day of School - Friday 23rd October

Half Term - Monday 26™ - Friday 30" October

Second Half Term

Staff Training- Monday 2™ November- Inset Day (no pupils)
First Day of School - Tuesday 3™ Movember

Last Day of School - Friday 18" December - School Closes at 1.30pm
Christmas Heliday - Monday 21°' December 2026 - Friday 1*' January 2027

Spring Term - 2027

First Half Term
Staff Training - Monday 4™ January- Inset Day (no pupils)
First bay of School-Tuesday 5™ Tanuary

Last Day of School - Friday 12 Februarmy

Half Term - Monday 15" - Friday 19" February

Second Half Term

First Day of School - Monday 22™ February

Last Day of School - Thursday 26" March - School Closes at 1.30pm

Easter Holiday - Monday 29" March - Friday 9" April

Summer Term - 2027

First Half Term

First Day of School - Monday 12" April

Last Day of School - Thursday 27 May

Staff Training - Friday 28™ May - Inset Day (no pupils)

Bank Heliday - Monday 3™ May (no pupils)

Half Term - Monday 315 May- Friday 4™ June

Second Half Term

First Day of School - Monday 7™ June

Last Day of School - Wednesday 21* July - School Closes at 1.30pm

FACEBOOK

INSTAGRAM

TWITTER

St Mary's Catholic Primary School

Email: info@st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk

Website: https:/www.st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk/
Location: East Row, London W10 5AW, UK
Phone: 020 8969 0321



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086427685360
https://www.instagram.com/st_marycpsw10/
https://twitter.com/St_MaryCPSW10
mailto:info@st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk
https://www.st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk/
https://maps.google.com/?q=E+Row,+London+W10+5AW,+UK&ftid=0x48761018207b1ac9:0xfdbbe6cd7a538d7d
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Charles is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters




