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We were so pleased to welcome the children back to school and see their happy, smiling faces! They have returned full of energy 

and enthusiasm, ready for a new half term of learning and discovery. We are excited for all the wonderful activities and experiences we have 

planned in our new curriculum topics. 

As we move towards the Phonics Screening Check early next half term, phonics will continue to be a very important focus in our learning. Regular 

practice at school and at home makes a huge difference, so thank you for your continued support in helping your child grow in confidence with their 

reading. 

Looking forward to all that’s to come.                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Miss Flashman  

English 
 

In English this term we are reading the picture 

book The Rainbow Fish. The children are 

already buzzing about this story and the 

special deeper meaning. Later in the term we 

will move onto The Paper Bag Princess, 

targeting character description and letter 

writing skills. 
 

 

Maths 
 

In Year 1 for Maths over the Spring term, we will 

be covering: 

● Multiplication and Division 

● Fractions 

● Measurement  

● Position and Direction 

● Place Value (within 100) 

● Money 

● Time 

Science 

Plants  
In Science, we will be learning about plants. The 

children will explore what plants are, identify the 

basic parts of flowering plants and trees, and begin 

to recognise common garden plants. They will also 

look at different types of seeds and their 

characteristics. 
 

Seasonal Change - Summer 
We will also be learning about seasonal changes, 

focusing on summer. The children will explore the 

signs of summer, observe changes in weather and 

daylight, and look at how plants and animals are 

affected during this season. 

Termly Newsletter Summer 

2026 

Year  1 

 



 

 

RE 
This term we will be covering the following topics: 

 

To the Ends of the Earth: in this branch of the 

curriculum  we study the events after Jesus’ 

resurrection, including the Ascension, Pentecost 

and the conversion of Saul. We will also look at the 

Holy Spirit and the Holy Trinity. 

 

Dialogue and Encounter:  

In Dialogue we learn about what the church 

teaches about the relationship between 

Catholicism and other religions. In Encounter we will 

study a specific religion.  

 

Geography (Summer 1) 
 

Seas and Coasts 

 In Geography, we will be learning about seas 

and coasts. The children will explore the world’s 

oceans and continents, find out about British 

beaches and seas, and compare them with 

coastal areas in other countries. They will also 

develop their map skills by using compass 

directions and carry out simple geographical 

enquiries to learn more about different places.  

History (Summer 2) 
 

Why were Castles Built? 

The children will explore when and where 

castles were built and the reasons behind their 

construction. They will learn about the features 

of castles and what life was like inside them, 

including a closer look at the Tower of London. 

The children will also begin to understand the 

role of monarchs, past and present. 

PE - Gymnastics & Dance  
The children will be developing: 
 

Creativity - Creating games: the children will select 

and use equipment and develop ideas by working 

together. 

In Athletics the children will learn travelling, throwing 

and jumping techniques. 

Music                                                                
The two topics this term are: 

Singing and Playing Skills 2: Follow the Leader and 

Visual symbols (crescendo, decrescendo, pause) 

Playing Rhythm and Pitch: Tuned and untuned 

Percussion   

Computing 
 

In computing Year 1 will be exploring the following 

topics:  

● Programming  

● E-safety  

● Online safety  

 

 

Spanish 
The Four Friends 

In this unit, children listen and respond to the story Los Cuatro Amigos, learning to talk about animals while describing their colours and movements. 

They expand their vocabulary by adding new verbs and build confidence using simple language for classroom interaction. Through engaging with 

the story, they develop language skills and vocabulary, with opportunities to participate through mimes and storytelling, culminating in a final 

performance. 

 

Growing Things 

In this unit, children learn the names of vegetables grown in a garden and how to express their likes and dislikes. They explore the life cycle of a plant 

in Spanish and engage with the story of Jack and the Beanstalk, using it to further develop their language skills. Building on previous learning, they 

expand their vocabulary, particularly nouns, and gain confidence working with simple stories. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Our School Behaviour Policy 

St. Mary’s is committed to fostering calm, constructive, and positive learning environments across the school. Below is a reminder of our school-wide 

behaviour policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


