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	Curriculum Newsletter Autumn Term 2026
Year Five
Welcome to Year 5!
I am delighted to introduce myself as Miss O’Mara and I am very excited to embark on a wonderful year of learning, growth and new experiences for the students of Year 5. The children have already made a fantastic start to the new school year and it has been wonderful getting to know them and seeing them settle into upper KS2. Below, you will find an overview of the exciting topics and areas of learning we will be exploring throughout this Autumn Term. I hope this gives you a glimpse into what your child will be learning in class and provides some ideas for how you can support and extend their learning at home.


	English – Writing
In Autumn Term 1, our writing will be inspired by Seasons of Splendour, a collection of traditional tales, myths and legends from India.
Our key writing outcomes will include:
· A detailed character description of Savitri.
· A retelling of a myth, with an alternative moral ending. 
· Writing something factual connected to the book, such as information about India, Indian culture and/or traditional storytelling. 
In Autumn Term 2, our writing will be inspired by There's a Boy in the Girls' Bathroom, a realistic fiction novel about a troubled fifth-grade bully who tells huge lies and has no friends until a school counsellor helps him change for the better. 
Our key writing outcomes will include:
· A setting description of Bradley’s school and classroom using descriptive language, the five senses and figurative language to create atmosphere.
· Writing a diary entry from Bradley’s perspective, exploring his thoughts, feelings and experiences throughout the story.
· Writing a persuasive letter arguing why Bradley deserves a second chance, using persuasive language, emotive vocabulary and well-developed reasons.

	English - Spelling
1.Words ending in ‘-tious’ and ‘-ious’ 
2.Words ending in ‘–cious’ 
3. Words ending in /shul’ spelled. ‘-cial’ 
4.Words ending in /shul/ spelled ‘-tial’ 
5.Words ending in /shul/ spelled ‘-cial’ and ‘-tial’ 
6.Challenge words
7.Words ending in ‘-ant’

English-Reading
· Seasons of Splendour (Myths and Legends)
· There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom (Fiction Novel)
· In the Bleak Midwinter (Christmas Poetry)
· Daily Reading – Independent and Guided Reading
	Maths
In Autumn Term 1 and Term 2, we will continue to follow the White Rose Curriculum Scheme and focusing on: 
· Place Value
· Addition and Subtraction
· Multiplication and Division
· Fractions
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	Science - Properties and Changes of Materials
In Autumn Term 1, students will explore how materials have different uses depending on their properties and state (liquid, solid, gas). Properties include hardness, transparency, electrical and thermal conductivity, as well as, attraction to magnets. Students will learn how some materials dissolve in a liquid and form a solution while others are insoluble and form sediment. They will also participate in experiments where mixtures can be separated through filtering, sieving and evaporation. Finally, students will learn that some changes are reversible, but others such as burning wood, rusting and mixing vinegar with bicarbonate of soda are irreversible. 

In Autumn Term 2, students will learn how animals (including humans) grow and develop throughout their lives. Students will explore how young become increasingly independent as they grow and develop. This learning will be taught sensitively alongside Relationships and Health Education.
	Geography (Autumn Term 1)
Students will name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns to understand how some of these aspects have changed over time. Students will also describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes, earthquakes and the water cycle. 
	History (Autumn Term 2)
Students will be introduced to the Battle of Hastings and explore its causes, key events and consequences. Students will understand how the Norman Conquest shaped modern Britain, from governance to culture. Finally, students will visit the British Museum to see the Bayeux Tapestry (a long-embroidered cloth that tells the story of the Norman Conquest). 





	Religious Education
In Autumn Term 1, students will study God’s theophany, or ‘God manifestation’, where God reveals his name to Moses and Moses encounters God in the form of a burning bush. This is called Branch 1, Creation and Covenant.

In Autumn Term 2, students will begin to make links with the language used to describe David in the Old Testament and the language the gospel writers draw upon to show Jesus is the one spoken of in the Old Testament. This is called Branch 2, Prophecy and Promise.





	PSHE/RSE
In Autumn Term 1, our PSHE focus will be Mental Health and Well-being where students will recognise the importance of talking about feelings and seeking support from trusted adults, identify warning signs and know how to seek help and challenge stigma around mental health.
In Autumn Term 2, our PSHE focus will be Personal Safety where students will recognise situations that may put them at risk and know how to stay safe, understand children’s rights and the importance of respecting others, keep personal information and images safe online and develop strategies for staying physically and emotionally safe, including online and road safety.
	Computing
This Autumn Term 1 and Term 2, we will be following the Kapow-Online Safety Scheme where students will be looking at computer systems and networks to explore a range of collaborative tools and learn more about online e-safety. 
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	Physical Education – Friday Afternoon
Autumn Term 1 - Keeping Possession
· Invasion games.
· Understand how to keep possession during a game.
· Passing and moving.
· Understand basic rules to games and how effectively we keep possession during games using long and short passes.

Autumn Term 2 - Attacking & Defending
· Keep the ball whilst under pressure from a defender. 
· Looking at overload games 5v2, 4v3.
· Learning about different positions in a team and what is required when playing those roles. 
	Music – Friday Afternoon
Autumn Term 1; Reading Notation 3
· Time Signatures
· Semibreves
· Semiquavers

Autumn Term 2; Developing Sight Reading Skills 1
· Melodic and Rhythmic Phrases

	Home Learning – Due Fridays
Home Learning is a consolidation of the subjects taught during the week. It is given out weekly on a Friday to be completed for the following Friday. It will be based on areas covered that week.
· Spellings will be tested weekly. 
· Home learning will be a mixture of paper and online work (e.g., EdShed). 

	Important Dates
· PE Kit to be worn on Fridays. 
· Year 5 Class Meeting: Friday September 11th, 2026
· Year 5 Visit to the British Museum Bayeux Tapestry: Monday 19th October, 2026
· Parent Consultation Meetings (from 3:30PM): Tuesday 20th October, 2026
· Grandparents’ Afternoon Tea: Wednesday 21st October @ 2PM, 2026
· Parent Consultation Meetings (from 3:30PM): Thursday 22nd October, 2026






	Our School Behaviour Policy
St. Mary’s is committed to fostering calm, constructive and positive learning environments across the school. 
Below is a reminder of our School-Wide Behaviour Policy [image: ]
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