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Europeans in the 16th century divided the world into four continents: Africa, 
America, Asia and Europe. Each of the four continents was seen to represent 
its quadrant of the world—Europe in the north, Asia in the east, Africa in the 

south, and America in the west. 
 

 
 
 
 

In 1492, the Catholic Monarchs of Castile and Aragon funded Christopher 
Columbus's plan to sail west to reach the Indies by crossing the Atlantic. 

Columbus discovered a continent uncharted by most Europeans (though it 
had begun to be explored and was temporarily colonized by the Norse some 

500 years earlier). 
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Important Facts 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


