
Writing: Non-negotiables for Year 6 

Writing is an essential skill which will benefit every pupil throughout 

their life. It is a critical skill which equips children with the ability to 

communicate in numerous ways. The Writing non-negotiables help build 

children’s essential base platform for the progression in writing.  

 

The following non-negotiables will be taught over the year and are the 

expectations for most children by the end of year 6.   

 

Sentence Level: 

 use passive voice where appropriate 

 use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 

 evidence of sentence structure and layout matched to requirements of text 

type  

 use subordinate clauses to write complex sentences 

 

Paragraphing: 

 use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

 

Punctuation: 

 use semi-colons, colons and dashes to mark the boundary between 

independent clauses 

 use the correct punctuation of bullet points 

 use hyphens to avoid ambiguity 

 

Spelling: 

 spell correctly most of the year 5/6 (attached) 

 

Handwriting: 

 Write using a legible, fluent and personal style 

 

 



 



 

 


