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Candidates Privacy Notice 2026

Information about you, and how the exam boards use it

You have been entered for general and vocational qualifications such as GCSEs, BTECs or Cambridge Nationals with one or more of the awarding bodies listed above. In order to be able to provide examinations and assessments, the awarding bodies needs to collect and use information about you. This notice provides you with a summary of the information that exam boards collect, and what happens to that information. For more details, you can visit each exam board website to find their privacy and data protection policies:
AQA	www.aqa.org.uk
NCFE	www.ncfe.org.uk
OCR 	www.ocr.org.uk
Pearson	www.pearson.com
Eduqas (WJEC)	www.eduqas.co.uk

Who are the exam boards?
Each awarding body is a separate organization that delivers a specific set of qualifications. St Mary’s are able to confirm to you which awarding body is delivering each qualification that you are undertaking, and you will have received a statement confirming which qualifications you have been entered for.
Information about you and where it is obtained from
Each awarding body whose qualifications you enter will need to use a variety of information about you. This includes obvious identification details such as your name, date of birth and your school. It also includes other information such your legal gender and ethnicity. This information is usually provided by your parents when you enroll at the school, and is then passed on to the exam boards when you are entered for examinations.
What happens to information about you?
The awarding bodies use the information about you to deliver the examinations and assessments which you have entered. This includes making a variety of arrangements for you to sit the examinations or assessments, marking, and providing St Mary’s with your results and certificates. The awarding bodies also use some of the information about you for equality monitoring and other statistical analysis. The awarding bodies may share information about your results with other official bodies such as the Department for Education and the examinations regulator (known as Ofqual).
An awarding body may also use information about you to investigate cheating and other examination malpractice, and could share information about malpractice with other awarding bodies.
Your rights
The awarding bodies take the security of your information that they hold very seriously.
The law gives you a number of rights in relation to the information about you that the awarding bodies holds. Those rights are:
· Access – you are entitled to ask each awarding body about the information it holds about you.
· Rectification – you are entitled to ask each awarding body to correct any errors in the information that it holds about you.
· Erasure – in certain circumstances you are entitled to ask each awarding body to erase the information about you that it holds.
· Object to or restrict processing – in certain circumstances you are entitled to ask each awarding body to stop using information about you in certain ways.
· Complaint – you are entitled to complain to the Information Commissioner (the body regulating the use of personal information) about what each awarding body does with information about you.
How long is my information held for?
Each awarding body retains information about you only for as long as it is needed. Some of the information is needed only during the period in which you are undertaking the examination or assessment and is securely destroyed a short while afterwards. Other information about you, such as your name, the subjects you entered and your results, may be held indefinitely. Each awarding body has its own retention policy that sets out exactly what information it retains, how it is retained and how long for.
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