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At St Mary’s, we follow a text- based literacy strategy

There are many benefits to text-based literacy in primary school, including:

Developing reading comprehension

• Reading a variety of texts can help students develop a better understanding of how language is used and increase their reading 
comprehension skills.

Building background knowledge

• Text sets can help students develop a deeper understanding of a topic and to make connections between texts.

• Enriching writing skills

• Reading a variety of texts can help students learn about syntax, sentence structure, and how to connect ideas, which in turn 
improves their own writing.

Encouraging reading for pleasure

• Reading for pleasure is a lifelong skill that involves reading with enjoyment and choice.

• Creating a language-rich environment

• Teachers can encourage literacy by reading aloud, talking about their favorite books, and engaging students in conversation. 

Shared reading

• Shared reading can be a powerful and engaging way to teach literacy. It can help students learn about meaning, text structure,
and vocabulary, and it can also help them step up to more challenging texts.

• Making meaning together

• Students can use comparisons to integrate information from text with their prior knowledge and with visuals.



We provide a wide range of texts:

Key

Fiction text

Non-fiction text or historical basis 

Writer/character of colour

Poetry or uses a rhyme scheme

Traditional/tale language

Giving learners chances to engage with a wide range of texts provides more opportunities for understanding how language is used in different 
ways. From fiction and non-fiction stories in different genres to plays, poetry and graphic novels, the more time learners spend engaging

with different text types, the more likely they are to find something that sparks their interest in literacy. We also ensure that are text choices 
reflect the multicultural society that we live in so that all children can feel represented in the texts that they are reading. Many texts are also 

strongly linked to the history or geography topic being taught at the time, allowing for a cross-curricular approach to be used.

We aim to create a language-rich environment in ours classrooms, the more likely learners are to develop strong literacy skills (and an 
appreciation thereof) early on.



Reading and writing coverage



Nursery



Reception



Year 1



Whole Class texts
Autumn term



Spring termWhole Class texts



Summer term
Whole Class texts



Year 2



Autumn term
Whole Class texts



Spring termWhole Class texts



Summer term
Whole Class texts



Year 3



Autumn term
Whole Class texts



Spring termWhole Class texts



Summer term
Whole Class texts



Year 4



Whole Class texts
Autumn term



Whole Class texts Spring term



Whole Class texts
Summer term



Year 5



Autumn term
Whole Class texts



Spring termWhole Class texts



Summer term
Whole Class texts



Year 4 writing topics

Our writing topics are tied in to the text we are reading- we use a text-based

literacy strategy.
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Year 6



Autumn term
Whole Class texts



Spring termWhole Class texts



Summer term
Whole Class texts



Reading Week



Reading Week Aims

The aims of Reading Week are to: 

• Encouraging reading for pleasure.

• Encourage children to read for enjoyment and immerse them in creative ideas related to books.

• Developing reading, performance, communication and writing skills.

• To help students develop a love of reading and appreciate a rich and varied literacy heritage.

• To engage parents.

Other aims of Reading Week include:

• Learning about cause and effect

• Increasing vocabulary and awareness of grammar

• Understanding the differences between spoken and written language

• Participating in discussion and considering the opinions of others

• Identifying with and exploring characters through role-play and other drama techniques
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