
Geography at St Mary's 

 

At St Mary’s, the curriculum is designed to promote curiosity and fascination of the evolving 

world. We aim to ensure that children have the opportunities to provoke geographical 

important questions and provide them with a rich curriculum which enables them to answers 

these questions.  

At our school, children are encouraged to develop a greater understanding of the world and 

the environment around them. The curriculum, provides children with a rich knowledge 

about places and the human and physical environments around them.  We believe, 

geography should develop children with the essential characteristics to help them think like 

geographers, in an ever changing world. For example: map drawing, geographical writing, 

analysing numerical data and taking part in geographical discussions and debates. We aim 

to ensure our children know the importance of their environment and the individual impact 

they can have on it as this begins with the vital early years curriculum.  

Barack Obama stated: "The study of geography is more than just memorizing places on a 

map. It's about the complexity of our world." 

Geography in Early Years  

 



In early years, the curriculum ensures our children have a hands on experience in the outdoor 

environment. Children use senses to explore natural materials.  In addition to the exploration 

of natural materials, they begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural 

environment and all living things. Through our curriculum, children know that there are 

different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen.  

 

1 - Early years exploring the effects of all seasonal weather. 



 

2 - Early years exploring habitats.  

 

3 - Gently holding worms and talking about where they live and what they need to survive.  



 

4 - Looking at seasonal changes and drawing artwork of observations. 



 

5 - Students learn and understand the interplay of humans and the environment, and the effects of humans on the 
environment.  



 

6 - Using a map to locate Little Red Riding Hood. 



 

7 - Map skills and fieldwork. 



 



 

8 - Display on seasonal changes.  

 



 

9 - Seasonal changes. 

 



 

Key Stage 1 - Locational Knowledge 

 

Within the curriculum units, we use a range of maps, globes and digital maps to locate key 

cities and countries.  As a school, we have identified the key knowledge and skills of each 

blocked topic and these are mapped across the school, ensuring that knowledge builds 

progressively and that children develop skills systematically. The key stage one topics, are 

distinctive to our school. For example in year one, a study of our grounds and map routes to 

Barnes Park. 



 Key stage one topics include: 

• Year 1 - local Study of Saint Mary's grounds and the area and weather and seasons. 

• Year 2 - local study of Sunderland, the United Kingdom London and Zambia. 

Here are some examples of work: 

 

10 - Year  

 

11 - Year  



 

12 - Year 1 

 

13 - Year  



 

14 - Year  

 

15 - Year  



 

16 - Year 2 

 

17 - Year 2 

 



18 - Year 2 

 

19 - Year 2 

 

20 - Year 2 

Key Stage 2 - Locational Knowledge 

 

In key stage two, children deepen their understanding by using geographical complex terms 

to explain concepts and ideas.  As a school, we probe deep discussions and ensure these are 

reflected in children's explanations. They can compare and contract clearly stating key 

similarities and differences between cities/countries. As confident map readers, children can 

use maps to locate key cities/countries and continents.  



Locational knowledge topics: 

Year 3  - climate zones, The Amazon Rainforest and Mexico 

Year 4  - volcanoes, Local study of coasts and settlements 

Year 5  - The Nile, Greece & Athens and a local study of the Wear 

Year 6  - Earthquakes and Mountains/Cumbria 

 

21 - Year 3 



 

22 - Year 4 

 

23 - Year 5 



 

24 - Year 6 

 

25 - Year 6 



 

26 - Year 6 

Key Stage 1 - Human and Physical Characteristics 

Human and physical features are things that you can see all around you. Physical 

features like seas, mountains and rivers are natural. They would be here even if there were 

no people around. Human features like houses, roads and bridges are things that have 

been built by people. Physical geography is the study of the Earth's natural features, such as 

mountains, rivers, deserts and oceans. In physical geography, landforms and how they 

change are studied, as well as climate and its effects. 

In key stage one, we use our local area to probe an understanding of human and physical 

features. Children are made aware of the terminology and use their local area to explore 

these characteristics. Within the curriculum design, learning is built upon a spiral curriculum, 

whereby children can build on their learning each year.  



 

27 - Year 1 

 



28 - Year 1 

 

29 - Year 1 

 

30 - Year 1 



 

31 - Year 2 



 



 



Key Stage 2 - Human and Physical Characteristics 

 

At Saint Mary's, we provide our children the opportunity to explore key human and physical 

features within a topic. Within lessons, we promote the exploration of geographical 

terminology and the opportunities to discuss and find key geographical human and physical 

features. Children have a secure understanding of key geographical terms and can explain 

their thinking confidently. In key stage two, our children can articulate and write clear 

explanations to describe human and physical geography.  



 

32 - Year 3 

 



33 - Year 4 

 

34 - Year 4 



 

35 - Year 4 

 



36 - Year 4 

 

37 - Year 4 



 

38 - Year 5 



 

39 - Year 5 



 

40 - Year 5 



 

41 - Year 5 



 

42 - Year 5 



 

43 - Year 6 



 

44 - Year 6  



 

45 - Year 6 

 



46 - Year 6 

 

47 - Year 6 

Action Team 2025 - 2026 



 

48 - ACTION TEAM MEMBERS 2025 - 2026 



 

49 - Year 6 members of Action Team. 



 

50 - Action Team in Action! 



 



 



 



 



 



 



ACTION TEAM 2025 - 2026 

 

51 - Celebrating 2024 - 2025 Eco flag award with last year's members.  

 

52 - Celebrating 2024 - 2025 Eco flag award with last year's members.  

Action Team in action! 

The Curriculum enables pupils to understand how they can help to sustain and have an 

impact on environmental issues including: global warming, climate change, pollution and 

endangered animals. Through our school's Action Team, we aim to address these issues and 

as a community, tackle them. We aim to promote the importance of caring for our 

environment and instilling this into our school community. 

 

1. Action Team, a group of students and adults responsible for all things Eco-Schools. 

2. Environmental Review, a free-to-download resource which has been designed to 

review learning environments and provide inspiration to Eco-Committees. 

3. Action Plan, a plan for environmental actions in your school, college or nursery. 

4. Curriculum Links, including environmental issues in your school’s learning. 



5. Informing and Involving, including all pupils, staff members and your local 

community in Eco-Schools work. 

6. Monitoring and Evaluation, measuring the impact of the projects in your Action Plan. 

7. Eco-Code, a rallying call that everyone can get behind! 
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