
History Curriculum 

 

Early Years  - Understanding The World  

Nursery 

Nursery children develop their everyday language linked to time.  

 

Then 

Yesterday 

This morning 

Tonight  

Tomorrow  

The children develop their use of speaking in the past tense through adult modeling and play. 

They use cause and effect toys. 



 

Ran 

Skipped 

Created 

 

Made 

Built 



Nursery children listen to traditional tales and discuss the story sequence. They begin to 

answer how and why questions.  

 

The children retell important events from their day, weekend and school holidays.  

 

In nursery children develop a sense of time and routine through their daily timetable.  

 



 

 

Reception  

 

The children talk about important events that have happened in their past.  



 

 

The children learn about how they have changed since being born. They discuss what they 

could do as babies, toddlers, now and how they will change in future.  



 

The children have created images of themselves and how they have changed.  

 



 

 

Reception children sequence stories to develop their understanding of when things happen.  



 

The children listen to stories about the past. They distinguish between fact and fiction and 

discuss what they have learned.  

 



 

 



 

Chronology in Reception 

 

 



Year One 

What was life like when my Grandparents were young? 

 

In Year One Children will find out about how toys have changed within living memory.  They 

explored real artefacts from the past with a visit from a historian from Beamish Museum. 



 

 

 

1 - Continuity and Change 



The children learn about how the well-being and living conditions of people has changed 

over time. The compare and contrast objects, homes and lifestyle.   

 

 

Grace Darling  

In Year One the children learn about Grace Darling as a significant individual from our local 

area. They discover the causes and consequences of her brave actions.   



 

 

Year One visited St Mary's Lighthouse as part of their learning about Grace Darling.  



 

Year 2 

Coal Mining 

Year Two develop their understanding of local history in Sunderland. The children develop a 

knowledge of how coal mining impacted the local environment and what the well-being and 

rights of miners were like.  

 



 

 



 

 

The children explored a range of artefacts from Sunderland Museum. 



 

 



 

 



 

 

The Great Fire of London 

Year Two find out about how The Great Fire of London impacted the well-being of future 

generations.  



 

 

2 - Chronology 

 

 

3 - Cause and Consequence 



 

4 - Using Sources to construct the past 

 



A non-chronological report.  

 

The Titanic 

During their learning about The Titanic, the children in Year Two, develop an understanding 

of the rights of different groups in the past. They find out about inequality and the need for 

equal rights for all people.  

 



 

 



 

 

Year 3 

The Victorians 

In Year Three, children develop their understanding that history is split into different time 

periods. Children begin to develop more knowledge about British history.  

 



 

 

Continuity and change. 



 

 

The rights of children in Britain improved during Victorian times. 



 

 



 

Dr. Barnardo improved the lives and well-being of children.  

 



 

 

 

Year Three had a visit from 'That History Bloke'. He furthered their understanding of what 

life was like during the Victorian Era.  



Stone Age to Iron Age 

The children gain knowledge of how advancements between time periods impacted the well-

being and lives of people in the past. They learn about the beliefs of Stone Age people and 

make comparisons between then and now.  

 



 

 

The Year Three children deepen their knowledge of chronology by being intoduced to the 

terms BC and AD.  



 

5 - Significance and Interpretation  

 

 

6 - Constructing The Past 



 

A non-chronological report. Children begin to write as historians. 

 

The Romans 

The children build on their knowledge of British History. They learn about how changes made 

during the Roman period have impacted on people today.  



 

 

7 - Wellbeing 

 



 

Children find out about Ancient Roman beliefs.  

 



 

8 - Significance and Interpretation  

 

The Maya 

Year Three children compare and contrast The ancient civilisation of Maya with The Romans, 

who exsisted in Britain at the same time.  



 

 



Year 4 

WW1 

In Year Four children develop a greater understanding of British history. They build on their 

prior knowledge of time periods from Year Three.  

 



 

 



 

 

Children in Year Four focus on the well-being and impact that WWI had on the lives of 

soildiers.  



'That Histroy Bloke' Visited Year Four to support their learning about WWI.  

 

 

 



The Tudors 

The children in Year Four learn the importance of belief during Tudor times. They gain an 

understanding of how religion in Britain changed under the rule of Henry VIII.  

 

 

 



 

 

 



Anglo-Saxons 

The children will develop and understanding of how Britain changed during this historical 

period. They will make comparisons between Anglo Saxon and Roman time, making links to 

their Year three curriculumn.  

 

 

9 - Letter writing 



 

10 - Diary entry 

 

What did The Anglo Saxons believe?  



 

 



 

 



 

Year 5 

The Vikings 

The Children in Year Five build on their prior learning of British history. They learn about 

continuity and change across time periods, placing British history into a context of World 

History when studying chronology.  

 

 



 

11 - Significance and Interpretation 

The children in Year Five learn about how and why the Vikings invaded Lindisfarne. They 

learn that this was a significant event in our local history.  

 

12 - Using Sources 

 

How did environmental factors influence The Vikings?  



 

13 - Constructing The Past 

 

Ancient Civilisations   

Year Five children study Ancient Civilisations with an in-depth study focusing on Ancient 

Egypt.  



 

14 - Chronology 

 

 

15 - Constructing The Past 



Ancient Greece 

Children learn about people's rights in Ancient Greece by finding out about early democracy. 

The children develop their knowledge of different groups of people within Ancient Greece 

and how their beliefs, well-being and rights differed.  

 

 

 



 

Ancient Egypt 

While studying Ancient Egypt the children learn about how the environment of The Nile 

supported the early civilisation. They find out about what life was like for people living in 

Ancient Egypt including their beliefs, well-being and the rights of different groups within the 

society.  

 



 

Year Five use sources and give their own interpretations of them. 

 

 

How did the Nile impact The Ancient Egyptian's well-being and beliefs?  



Local History 

Year 5 took part in a Coals For Goals workshop to find out about local history.  

 

 



 

 

Year 6 

WW2 

Year 6 develop a deep understanding of WWII by focussing on themes which have a 

Worldwide, European and British focus.  



 

 

 



The Atomic Bomb 

An exploration of the impact that The Atomic Bomb had on people's longterm wellbeing and 

the environment.   

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

The Holocaust  

The children, as historians, develop their understanding of how the beliefs of people led to 

them being persecuted. The children discuss the rights and wellbeing of different groups 

throughout their learning.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

Evacuees 

During this enquiry based unit Year 6 find out about the wellbeing of children during WWII. 

They gain a strong understanding of the rights that children had during this time.  
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