
 

        With Christ, we live, love, learn and grow. 

10.07.26 

Dear parents and carers,  

Staff Incomings and Outgoings 

In September, we are delighted to welcome back former St Mary's pupil, Grace Rogers, who will be 

joining our Nursery team as a Trainee Teaching Assistant. We wish Grace every success as she begins her 

new role. 

Grace joins us as Jessica Constable leaves St Mary's nursery class to take up a position at a local school. 

We would like to thank Jessica for all of her hard work and commitment during her time with us and wish 

her every success in her new post. 

We would also like to let parents know that our SENDCO, Kate Taylor, will be leaving us during the 

autumn term to take up a new role as Associate SENDCO at the Romero Academy Trust. We congratulate 

Kate on this well-deserved opportunity and thank her for all she has done to support the children and 

families of St Mary's. 

We are currently seeking a replacement and are committed to ensuring the same high-quality support for 

our pupils continues in the future. 

We wish Grace, Jessica and Kate every happiness and success in their new roles.  

Year 1 Stay and Pray 

This week, Mrs Cahalin and the Year 1 class led a beautiful prayer and liturgy session. The children 

did a wonderful job and should be very proud of themselves. Thank you to all of the parents and 

carers who came along to share this special celebration with us. Your support is always greatly 

appreciated. Next week it is the turn of the Reception class.  

 

Fr Marsden and Joseph Visit KS2 

This week, Fr Marsden and Joseph visited our Key Stage 2 classes. Joseph spoke to the children 

about his journey to becoming a priest, explaining what it is like to be a trainee priest, how much 

studying is involved and how much he is enjoying working alongside Fr Marsden. 



The children listened carefully and asked lots of interesting and thoughtful questions. Thank you to 

Fr Marsden and Joseph for taking the time to visit us and share their experiences. 

Year 5 Science Visit to Holy Cross 

Our Year 5 class enjoyed a fantastic morning of science at Holy Cross this week. 

The children took part in a range of exciting activities and had great fun learning through practical 

investigations. Their behaviour was excellent throughout, and they were a real credit to the school. 

A big thank you to Holy Cross for inviting us and providing such an enjoyable experience for our 

pupils.  

Y2 and Y4 Trip to Outdoor Elements 

 

Our Year 2 and Year 4 classes enjoyed a wonderful day at Outdoor Elements near Burnley today. 

The children had great fun taking part in a range of outdoor activities and were a real credit to the 

school throughout the visit. Although the weather was very warm, they managed to keep cool in the 

shade and made the most of a fantastic day outdoors. The coach journey home was a hot one, but 

everyone returned with memories of a great day.  

 

A big thank you to all of the staff and volunteers who planned the visit and accompanied the 

children on the day. Their time, effort and support helped to make the experience such a success.  

 

Y6 Performance - Gigglebox 

 

A huge well done to our Year 6 children on their fantastic end-of-year production. Their acting, 

singing and confidence were outstanding, and they entertained us all with a memorable 

performance. They really enjoyed themselves, as did their audiences. We are incredibly proud of the 

effort and teamwork they showed throughout. 

 

A special thank you to Mrs Banwell for directing her first Year 6 production, to Mrs Blackwell for her 

support as co-director, to Mrs Garrett and her family for managing the sound so professionally, to 

Mrs Houghton for her wonderful set design and props and to Mr Cahalin for the stage lighting. A 

great team effort! 

 

Thank you also to our parents and carers for their continued support. The show was a wonderful 

celebration of our Year 6 children and another special St Mary's memory.  

Year 6 Leavers' Mass & Disco 

We are looking forward to our Year 6 Leavers' Mass, which will take place on Monday evening at 

6pm in the area in front of the woods and behind the Year 5 classroom. The Mass will be celebrated 

by Father Marsden and will provide a special opportunity for our Year 6 children and their families to 

come together as they prepare to leave St Mary's and begin the next stage of their education. 



The children have been preparing readings, the offertory and hymns, and we are sure they will play 

an important role in making the celebration a memorable one. A big thank you to Mr Riley, Sam and 

Owen who are going to be providing the music on the evening.  

We are very grateful to Father Marsden for leading the Mass and for presenting the children with 

their Records of Achievement. We also look forward to welcoming parents, carers and family 

members to join us for this special occasion as we celebrate our Year 6 pupils and all they have 

achieved during their time at St Mary's.  

Evie and William B collaborate on a story, which gives a lesson on being careful with your money! 

A huge well done to Evie, who wrote a fantastic story, and William B, who created the illustrations to 

accompany it. 

Mr Souter, who delivers the Money Matters programme to our Year 5 and Year 6 pupils each year, 

asked Evie and William if they would help him by creating a story with pictures for use in his future 

lessons across the many schools he works with. We are delighted to say that they did a wonderful 

job! 

Their hard work, creativity and 

talent have produced something 

very special; Mr Souter was 

extremely impressed with the 

finished result. 

I have attached their story to this 

newsletter (illustrations shown 

right)  and would encourage 

everyone to take a look. We are 

very proud of both children for 

this fantastic achievement. Well 

done, Evie and William! 

Y6 SATS results  

 

There is a delay in the publication of KS2 test results this year. Results will be published next 

Thursday on 16th July. 

 

Children’s end of Year Reports 

 

The children’s end of year reports were sent out today along with their attendance record to date.  

 

Online Safety newsletter – sent out separately 

 

Our latest Online Safety Newsletter has been sent out separately to parents and carers via Groupcall. 

This month's edition includes information about WhatsApp safety, livestreaming, new Instagram 



parental supervision tools, upcoming changes to social media age restrictions, and advice on helping 

children maintain a healthy balance of screen time over the summer holidays.  

 

It also contains useful guidance for families whose children will be moving to secondary school in 

September. We encourage all parents and carers to take a few minutes to read it. 

 

FOUNDATION GOVERNOR ROLE IN SCHOOL:  

 

In the autumn term, St Mary's Catholic Primary School & Nursery will have a vacancy on its 

governing board for a foundation governor. Are you interested and keen to make sure children at St 

Mary’s get the best possible education? Are you keen to make sure that the school is helping our 

children to become followers of Jesus? Are you keen to ensure our school is offering high quality 

teaching and learning in a safe, happy and Christian environment? If so, you can become a 

foundation governor. You need to be a practising Catholic who can offer energy, experience and 

fresh ideas. You need to have interest, enthusiasm and time but do not need to have any particular 

expertise or special qualifications. Training is offered. School foundation governors are appointed for 

a term of four years. Governors work as a team to support, challenge and decide what's best for the 

school, the pupils and staff. They are responsible for how the school performs and for raising 

standards. Their priorities are to: 

Preserve and develop the religious character of the school 

 Maintain and improve standards 

 Keep children safe 

 Monitor the curriculum 

 Plan the school's future direction 

 Decide the best way to spend the school budget 

 The governing board meets once each term with extra meetings to deal with issues like 

buildings, finance, staffing, standards and effectiveness and school admissions.  

 The expectation is that a governor would commit to two meetings each term (one Full 

Governing Board meeting where all governors come together and one committee meeting 

either: Standards and Effectiveness or Finance, Staffing and Premises). Meetings typically 

start at 6pm and usually last for around 90 minutes.  

 

If you are interested or know somebody who might be, please contact the school office at 

office@chorleystmarys.lancs.sch.uk for an informal chat with headteacher, Patrick Smyth  or contact 

our chair of governors, Matthew Simpson at msimpson@chorleystmarys.lancs.sch.uk . 

 

There is a useful list of FAQs, produced by our Vice-Chair of Governors, Kath Smith, sent out with this 

newsletter.  

 

Dentist – NHS Dentist  
 
One of our parents Ms Taylor wanted us to share this with you:  
 
Hi, I just  wanted to let you know if any families are looking for a NHS dentist for children 
under 18 we have a Saturday clinic running at the dentist I work at - Mydentist , 8 dole lane 

mailto:msimpson@chorleystmarys.lancs.sch.uk


Chorley , Pr72rl . Contact 01257264739.  It’s on Sat 8th August 9am- 2pm  for new children’s 
check up appointments only, on a first-come, first-served basis and then they will be 
registered and have a NHS dentist permanently. We can also put any parents who attend 
with them on our NHS waiting list, thanks!   

Lancashire Libraries Summer Reading Challenge 

This year’s Summer Reading Challenge is Reading Heroes. 

Join the adventure this summer and become a Reading Hero! Help Dr Paige Turner investigate the 

mysterious cases of wrecked robots appearing in libraries. Could there be something sinister behind 

it? Children aged 4 to 12 are invited to take part. By keeping up with their reading over the summer, 

completing fun science activities, and taking on the challenge, they can earn exciting rewards along 

the way. Now in its third year, Reading Heroes features a brand-new story, a new villain, and new 

prizes to enjoy.  For more information, visit: 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/lancs-reading-heroes/ 

 

PTFA Summer Fayre 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported this year's PTFA Summer Fayre. We hope you all 

enjoyed a lovely evening and had the opportunity to spend time together as part of our wonderful 

school community. Together we raised and banked an amazing TOTAL of £2,122.95 

New St Mary’s Instagram account  

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School & Nursery is now on Instagram! It’s rapidly gaining 

followers. Thank you to Mr Cahalin for his work on this.  

Our page gives a wonderful insight into daily life at school, including learning activities, special 

events, celebrations, and the many achievements of our pupils. It’s a great way to stay connected 

and see all the fantastic things happening at St Mary’s. 

Follow us on Instagram at: @stmaryschorley 

Health and Safety 

1. Warton Place. Parents and carers, please do not park cars at the top turning point area of Warton 

Place. If cars are parked there, it reduces the turning area for vehicles, which in turn can be very 

dangerous when small children are walking up the ginnel and then the small path into the infant 

playground.  

2. Please can I remind parents and carers that the staff car park is only for staff and disabled users. 

At busy times for example, the start and end of the school day, if a staff member drives into the car 

park as somebody else is leaving there is no room to pass. This forces the staff to member to have to 

reverse back on to Hornchurch Drive, which is not an ideal manoeuvre when children and other cars 

are nearby.  

PTFA Project Playground 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/lancs-reading-heroes/


 
Fundraising opportunity 
 
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/chorleystmaryscatholicprimaryschoolandnursery/40ZIOU/c2s/uc
0KLOgX/CE072/facebook/ 
 
One of our governors, Mrs Chester has been using and she sent me the following: 
 
 I just wanted to let you know how simple it was to set up the “easy fundraising” app on my phone. 
When I am shopping online now and I am on a participating store, it automatically lets me know that 
it qualifies for cashback to St Mary’s. 
 
And it took less than 30 seconds to link my bank card which means school also benefits when using 
my card in participating stores e.g. when doing the weekly Tesco shop! 
 
It’s also great that you can track both your own donations and the total that’s been raised overall for 
St Mary’s and I look forward to seeing what the school spends these donations on to benefit the 
children. 
 

Foodbank  
 
The Living Waters container is back in the school entrance to collect further donations. A big thank 

you to you all, for your generous support.  

 

Yarrow Schools Alliance – for teacher trainees 

St Mary’s is proud to have been a member of the Yarrow Schools Teaching School Alliance (YSA) for 
over a decade now. Over those years, we have welcomed a number of trainee teachers on 
placement here at school. Many of these teachers have gone on to work in schools in Chorley and 
the local area and have forged successful teaching careers. It is an excellent way into primary 
teaching. There are a number of routes into teaching but those who have taken this particular path 
speak very highly of it.  

The teacher-training programme provided by the YSA is for those who want a career in teaching and 
already have a degree level qualification. The programme lasts for one year and involves two long-
term placements in Chorley area primary schools alongside high quality training and support 
provided by the YSA. At the end of the programme, participants emerge as qualified teachers.  

If you are interested, or you know anyone else who might be, please contact Rob Horne at 
r.horne@st-georges.lancs.sch.uk. Alternatively, you can call me for a brief chat and I can tell you a 
little bit about.  

 

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/chorleystmaryscatholicprimaryschoolandnursery/40ZIOU/c2s/uc0KLOgX/CE072/facebook/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/chorleystmaryscatholicprimaryschoolandnursery/40ZIOU/c2s/uc0KLOgX/CE072/facebook/
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Find out if you are eligible and find out how to apply – follow this link.  

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2 
 
Message from Chorley St Mary’s Beavers, Cubs and Scouts groups  
 

Chorley St. Mary's currently have spaces in their Beaver and Cub sections, and some availability in 

the Scout section. We meet at the Scout Hut on Hodder Avenue, PR7 3PB on Friday evenings during 

term time. Beavers and Cubs meet from 5 30 to 6 45pm, and Scouts from 7 till 8 30pm. We have a 

wide and varied programme and have a lot of fun in our Scouting activities. Please email 

jacqueline.malone@chorleyscouts.org.uk  for more information. 

 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2
mailto:jacqueline.malone@chorleyscouts.org.uk


Baby and Toddler Group 

 

We host a fantastic parent/ 

grandparent, baby and toddler 

group at St Mary’s in the school 

hall on Monday afternoons – it’s a 

very friendly group and the 

children have lots of fun. If you are 

interested, then please do come 

along or if you know anyone who 

you know think might be 

interested please point them in 

our direction. Thank you so much 

to the volunteers who come along 

to run the sessions each week. 

 

– it is a very enjoyable session – 

please spread the word! 

 

 
 
Tax-free childcare 
 
One of our governors shared some information with me a couple of years ago to pass on to parents 
and carers  - here is a reminder, in case your circumstances have changed.: 
 
You can get up to £500 every 3 months (up to £2,000 a year) for each of your children to help with 
the costs of childcare. This goes up to £1,000 every 3 months if a child is disabled (up to £4,000 a 
year). For every £8 you pay into this account, the government will pay in £2 to use to pay your 
provider. 
 
You can get Tax-Free Childcare at the same time as 30 hours free childcare if you’re eligible for both. 
You can use Tax-Free Childcare for: childminders, nurseries and nannies and after school clubs and 
play schemes.  https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare 
 

 

Chorley Schools Sports Partnership (CSSP) Summer Holiday Activities. 

 

Please see the flyers at the end of the newsletter for information about summer holiday activities 

organised by the Chorley Schools Sports Partnership (CSSP). These activities offer a range of 

opportunities for children to stay active and enjoy their time over the summer break. 

Chorley Borough Council Holiday Activities for eligible pupils  

https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAR OF THE WEEK w/e 10.07.26 

 

Class  Name  Star of the week for...   

& Value of the week of human dignity 

  s All children  For a fantastic year in nursery.  

v Millie For caring for her friends 



Nurser

y 

Dojo Ottilie 
 

R s Elijah For sensible attitude when practising our Stay and Pray  dz 

v Oliver  For taking turns with his friends 

Dojo Noah  

Y1 s George B His independent story writing. 

v Maggie Showing that she respects everyone in the playground. 

Dojo Gloria  

Y2 s   

ON TRIP TODAY! 

v   

Dojo   

Y3 s Thomas B For consistently working hard in all lessons all week 

v Zara  For always treating people fairly 

Y4 s   

ON TRIP TODAY! 

v   

Y5 s Ella For a beautiful persuasive brochure in English and always trying her best 

v Finn Compassion towards others and always being ready to help.  

Y6 s Evie and William 

B 

For showing outstanding creativity and teamwork in producing a 

wonderful Money Matters story and accompanying illustrations. Their 

high-quality work has been selected for use across many schools, 

v The whole of 

Year 6 

For the way they celebrated and supported one another during their 

final performance, showing teamwork, encouragement and pride in 

each other's success 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 

 

 

 

CURRENT 
POSITION 

CLASS 
LAST  
WEEK 

CURRENT %   OR  

1st YEAR 3 97.53 97.45 
 

2nd YEAR 4 97.05 97.13  

=3rd    YEAR 1 97.05 97.09  

=3rd  YEAR 5 97.01 97.09  

5th  YEAR 2 96.91 96.92  

6th RECEPTION 95.94 95.99  

7th   YEAR 6 94.82 94.84  

 

 



It is great to see most classes improving again this week – we have four classes over 97% now – and 

with one week to go Year 2 might just sneak in -  well done everyone! 

Two classes got 100% attendance this week  Y4 and Y5. Great effort, those classes. 

At primary school, children who have high attendance (95-100% attendance) in Year 6 are 30% more 

likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to similar pupils who 

miss just 2-4 weeks of school (90-95% attendance). 

 

Lancashire Schools Attendance Data up to 19.06.26  

 

 
 

How does St Mary’s compare? (We have remained at 96.5% but moved up slightly from  77th place 

to 75th, since last update).   

 

 
 

 

 
Some reminders 

 

Earrings and Jewellery - For safety reasons, earrings are not to be worn in school. If  

Hair styles 

We expect pupils to have sensible hair styles. Cuts, dyed hair or styles which in the judgement of the 

school are extreme, are not acceptable. Please keep the school and nursery a fashion- free zone! 

Hair tied-up to prevent head lice infection, please! 

As we all know, head lice do not fly or jump from head of hair to head of hair, they 
just walk! Therefore, to prevent the spread of head lice in school we ask that hair, 
longer than shoulder length, be tied back. Many thanks.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_lt-1hYLPAhXHtxQKHRYHAIUQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartix.com/reminder-clip-art/&psig=AFQjCNFIc_JNbNo6K3zT-eaAZy81YFrzcQ&ust=1473502154531979


Shoes Pupils are expected to wear plain black shoes.  

 

Again, we want school to remain a fashion-free zone. Some sports companies make black trainers for 

children. We ask you not to us these for school. They are trainers and not shoes and of course, the 

children will prefer to wear them! However, once one has them, this puts pressure on the other 

children to ask their parents for them. Many thanks for your co-operation in this matter.  

No boots please! 

Labelling Uniforms 

The children really look smart in their uniforms but so that bits and pieces do not go missing, 

please ensure that all items are labelled clearly with your child’s name. Thank you. If items 

do go missing, we will be putting the lost property box in the newly available space in the 

main entrance.  

 

P Smyth  10.07.26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Chorley Sweet Chilli Parenting Workshops  
 
See below leaflets about Chorley Sweet Chilli parenting workshops – the first one is in June/ July, the 
second in September/ October. I know some of our parents have attended these in the past and 
have found them very useful. See below for details.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM Chorley FC Community Foundation 

 

We've got something a little different happening next Sunday... and we'd love your help to make 
it a day to remember. 



On B, Chorley FC is officially attempting a Guinness World Records™ challenge – The Big 
Socker Challenge and we need as many people as possible to come along, have a laugh and 
cheer everyone on. 

Whether you're taking part or just fancy a fun afternoon out with the family before settling down 
to watch the World Cup Final later that evening, we'd love to see you there. 

📍 Chorley FC, The Grant Store Victory Park Stadium 

🕛 Gates open: 12:00pm 

⚽ Challenge starts: 2:00pm 

🎟️ Entry is completely FREE 

As an extra bonus, the first 500 spectators through the gates will receive a FREE ticket to a 
Chorley FC pre-season friendly! 

Can you help us spread the word? 

The more people who know about the event, the bigger and better the atmosphere will be. If you 
can spare 30 seconds, we'd really appreciate it if you could: 

✅ Share the poster on your social media 

✅ Tell friends and family who'd enjoy coming along 

✅ Invite anyone looking for a free family day out 

Every share genuinely helps. 

It's not every day you get the chance to be part of a Guinness World Records attempt, and we'd 
love to pack out Victory Park to support everyone taking part. 

We hope to see you there! 

Best wishes, 

 
Chorley FC Community Foundation 

P.S. Don't forget – it's free to attend, and if you're one of the first 500 through the gates, you'll 
also pick up a free ticket for a Chorley FC pre-season friendly! 



 



 



 


