
 

        With Christ, we live, love, learn and grow. 

26.06.26 

Dear parents and carers,  

 

SS Peter and Paul Mass – Important Update 

 

The planned SS Peter and Paul Mass at St Mary’s Church on Monday has been cancelled due to Fr 

Marsden being unavailable. Children in Years 2 to 6 should come to school as normal and not go to 

Church, arriving in time at school for registration at 8:50am. 

 

Although we are unable to meet at church, we will still mark this important feast day together as a 

school community. A special prayer and liturgy will take place during our morning assembly, giving 

pupils the opportunity to reflect and celebrate meaningfully. 

Health & Safety – Car Park Path 

A few years ago, as part of our ongoing risk assessments with an adviser, we determined that 

children and families should not use the car park path when arriving at or leaving school. This is due 

to the unacceptable risk created by children and vehicles mixing within the car park area. 

We therefore ask all parents, carers and pupils to use the ginnel that runs parallel to the car park, 

entering and exiting via the Warton Place entrance at the start and end of the school day.  

School gates are locked 10-15 minutes after the school closing time of 3.20pm, so of course, After 

School Club users may use the car park path, but we ask parents and carers to be vigilant of car users 

and ensure that children are well-supervised.  

It was recently brought to our attention that access along the ginnel had become difficult due to 

thorny branches overhanging the path. We have contacted the council to arrange for these bushes 

to be properly cut back. In the meantime, we have removed the overhanging thorny branches to 

improve access. We have also cleared some of the nettles protruding from beneath the hedge along 

Hornchurch Drive. My apologies for the problems that may have caused.  

 

 



Extreme Heat 

The children have coped incredibly well during this week’s extreme heat. As you can imagine, the 

high temperatures have made conditions in school uncomfortable, but the children have been a real 

credit to you and to the school. 

They have found ways to keep cool, making good use of shaded areas during playtimes and 

lunchtimes, including the wooded area and gazebos. At lunchtime, Mr Hodge and Mrs Houghton 

were on hand with a refreshing blast of cold-water spray, which was very much appreciated! 

Meanwhile, our Nursery children enjoyed a water fight—much to the delight of the children and 

with Miss Bowler receiving a particularly good soaking. Year 3s enjoyed cooling foot spas! Mrs 

Wilson also kindly provided ice lollies, which helped everyone cool down. 

With a return to more typical summer weather expected next week, children should return to 

wearing their ties and bring jumpers or fleeces as needed. 

Nursery Visit  

On Tuesday morning, our Nursery children were treated to a very special visit from a local farmer 

and some of her young animals. The children met a beautiful young calf, three lambs, some playful 

young goats and some lovely rabbits. 

The farmer commented that our Nursery class was one of the most engaged, enthusiastic and well-

behaved groups she has ever worked with, which was great to hear. 

Fortunately, a good area of shade was found to keep both the children and the animals comfortable 

despite the warm weather. It was a fantastic opportunity for the children to learn more about farm 

animals through hands-on experience, and one they will remember.  

Year 6 Retreat Day at St Joseph’s Chorley 

 

On Thursday, our Year 6 class attended a retreat day at St Joseph’s in Chorley, joining other Year 6 

pupils from Catholic schools across the area. It was a special and inspiring day for all. 

 

The children were led in prayer by the charismatic Fr Frankie and also heard a powerful and 

inspirational talk from Chris Lubbe, a former bodyguard to Nelson Mandela. Chris shared his 

experiences and spoke movingly about courage, standing up for what is right, and the importance of 

forgiveness. 

 

Evie, along with others in Year 6 later wrote to the Headteacher of St Joseph’s to express how 

inspired she felt by Chris’s story, particularly his message about bravery and the power of 

forgiveness. The day concluded with Mass at St Joseph’s Church, bringing everyone together in 

celebration and reflection. 

 

A big thank you to Mrs Douglas, Headteacher of St Joseph’s, for organising such a meaningful event 

and for inviting us to be part of it. 



Reception Induction Afternoon 

 

Thank you to the parents and carers of our September intake for attending the induction afternoon 

earlier this week. It was a pleasure to welcome you into school and to share important information 

to help ensure your child makes a smooth and happy start to life in Reception. 

 

We are very grateful for your time and support, especially on such a warm afternoon, and we look 

forward to working closely with you in the months ahead. 

 

Reading News 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 

 

We are hosting a Scholastic Book Fair in school next week on Monday and Tuesday, taking place in 

the Year 6 classroom.  This is a good opportunity to pick up some engaging summer reading books 

for the children and to encourage a love of reading at home. The school also benefits from a small 

commission on sales, which enables us to purchase additional books for our school library, further 

supporting reading across the school. 

Lancashire Libraries Summer Reading Challenge 

This year’s Summer Reading Challenge is Reading Heroes. 

Join the adventure this summer and become a Reading Hero! Help Dr Paige Turner investigate the 

mysterious cases of wrecked robots appearing in libraries. Could there be something sinister behind 

it? Children aged 4 to 12 are invited to take part. By keeping up with their reading over the summer, 

completing fun science activities, and taking on the challenge, they can earn exciting rewards along 

the way. Now in its third year, Reading Heroes features a brand-new story, a new villain, and new 

prizes to enjoy.  For more information, visit: 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/lancs-reading-heroes/ 

Year 2 Explorers Workshop 

 

Next Tuesday, our Year 2 children will take part in an Explorers Workshop in the school hall, 

delivered by Heritage Learning. This exciting session will support the children in their learning about 

famous explorers, bringing the topic to life through engaging and interactive activities.  

 

Year 3 Visit with Chorley Cluster to Liverpool Cathedral 

 

Mr Hodge has organised a special opportunity for schools across the Chorley cluster to visit Liverpool 

Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King this half term, with visits planned across three days. 

Unfortunately, due to the recent extreme heat, three schools were unable to attend their scheduled 

visit today. However, it is St Mary’s turn to visit next Tuesday. 

 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/lancs-reading-heroes/


We are sure our Year 3 children will have a fantastic day, enjoying a guided tour of the cathedral and 

learning about its significance and history. Many thanks to Mr Hodge for organising this special 

opportunity for our pupils. 

 

Year 4 Good Shepherd Mass 

 

On Tuesday afternoon, Mr Cahalin will be taking his Year 4 class to St Mary’s Church in Leyland to 

attend a special Mass with other Archdiocesan schools, celebrating this year’s Good Shepherd 

fundraising. 

 

During the Mass, St Mary’s will present a cheque representing the money raised in school during 

Lent. This is a wonderful opportunity for our children to come together in celebration and to reflect 

on the generosity shown by our school community. 

 

Thank you to everyone again for their support of this cause. 

 

Holy Cross Y6 New Intake Night 

 

Our Year 6 pupils who will be moving on to Holy Cross in September will be attending their Year 6 

Intake Evening on Tuesday. This is to help a smooth transition to high school, giving the children the 

opportunity to become more familiar with their new environment and meet staff and other pupils. 

We hope they have a very enjoyable evening. 

 

Nursery Graduation 

 

We are looking forward to our rearranged Nursery Graduation event, which will take place next 

Wednesday at 2:30pm in the school hall. This will be a lovely opportunity to celebrate the children’s 

successful year in Nursery, and there may even be a song or two to entertain us! 

 

My apologies to any parents, carers and family members who are no longer able to attend due to 

the rearranged date. I am sorry for your disappointment but hope you understand the decision 

taken to postpone the event this week and thank you for your continued support. 

 

Moving-Up Morning 

 

We have a busy and exciting morning planned for next Thursday. Our Year 6 pupils will be visiting 

their new high schools for the day, helping them to take the next step in their school journey with 

confidence. 

 

Back at St Mary’s, the rest of the children will spend time in their new classrooms, getting to know 

their new teachers and becoming familiar with their learning environment for September. We will 

also be welcoming our new Nursery starters for a session in school. 

 

For your information, all teachers will be remaining in their current year groups in September, which 

will help to ensure a smooth transition for all children. 



 

Nursery Miss Bowler 

Reception Mrs Ainscough/ Mrs Cassidy 

Y1  Mrs Cahalin/ Mrs Fitzsimmons 

Y2  Miss Hesketh 

Y3  Mr Hodge 

Y4 Mr Cahalin 

Y5 Mrs Critchley (until Mrs Nicklin’s return) 
/ Mrs Cassidy 

Y6 Mrs Banwell 

 

Sporting News – Y1/ 2 Quad Kids 

 

Mr Hodge will be taking our Year 1 and Year 2 Quad Kids athletics team to compete against pupils 

from other Chorley schools in the CSSP Quad Kids Athletics Competition next Friday. 

 

The children will take part in a range of exciting events, including the long-distance run, sprint, 

howler throw and long jump. It promises to be a fantastic opportunity for them to show their skills, 

enjoy some friendly competition and represent St Mary’s with PRIDE. We wish them the very best of 

luck! 

 

PTFA Summer Fayre  Non-Uniform Day & Summer Fayre 

 

We will be holding a non-uniform day to support our upcoming Summer Fayre. Children are invited 

to come to school in their own clothes and bring a donation of bottles (for example, drinks, toiletries 

or similar items) for our bottle tombola. 

 

A special thank you to Mrs Root for planning the event, and to all of our volunteer helpers for their 

time and support in making this happen. 

 

Please note that the Summer Fayre will take place at the earlier time of 3:45pm to 5:45pm. We hope 

you will be able to join us for what promises to be an enjoyable afternoon for the whole school 

community. Thank you, as always, for your generosity and support. 

 

New St Mary’s Instagram account  

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School & Nursery is now on Instagram! It’s rapidly gaining 

followers. Thank you to Mr Cahalin for his work on this.  

Our page gives a wonderful insight into daily life at school, including learning activities, special 

events, celebrations, and the many achievements of our pupils. It’s a great way to stay connected 

and see all the fantastic things happening at St Mary’s. 

Follow us on Instagram at: @stmaryschorley 

Health and Safety 

Some other health and safety notices  



1. Warton Place. Parents and carers, please do not park cars at the top turning point area of Warton 

Place. If cars are parked there, it reduces the turning area for vehicles, which in turn can be very 

dangerous when small children are walking up the ginnel and then the small path into the infant 

playground.  

2. Please can I remind parents and carers that the staff car park is only for staff and disabled users. 

At busy times for example, the start and end of the school day, if a staff member drives into the car 

park as somebody else is leaving there is no room to pass. This forces the staff to member to have to 

reverse back on to Hornchurch Drive, which is not an ideal manoeuvre when children and other cars 

are nearby.  

PTFA Project Playground 

 
Fundraising opportunity 
 
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/chorleystmaryscatholicprimaryschoolandnursery/40ZIOU/c2s/uc
0KLOgX/CE072/facebook/ 
 
One of our governors, Mrs Chester has been using and she sent me the following: 
 
 I just wanted to let you know how simple it was to set up the “easy fundraising” app on my phone. 
When I am shopping online now and I am on a participating store, it automatically lets me know that 
it qualifies for cashback to St Mary’s. 
 
And it took less than 30 seconds to link my bank card which means school also benefits when using 
my card in participating stores e.g. when doing the weekly Tesco shop! 
 
It’s also great that you can track both your own donations and the total that’s been raised overall for 
St Mary’s and I look forward to seeing what the school spends these donations on to benefit the 
children. 
 

Foodbank  
 
The Living Waters container is back in the school entrance to collect further donations. A big thank 

you to you all, for your generous support.  

 

Yarrow Schools Alliance – for teacher trainees 

St Mary’s is proud to have been a member of the Yarrow Schools Teaching School Alliance (YSA) for 
over a decade now. Over those years, we have welcomed a number of trainee teachers on 
placement here at school. Many of these teachers have gone on to work in schools in Chorley and 
the local area and have forged successful teaching careers. It is an excellent way into primary 
teaching. There are a number of routes into teaching but those who have taken this particular path 
speak very highly of it.  

The teacher-training programme provided by the YSA is for those who want a career in teaching and 
already have a degree level qualification. The programme lasts for one year and involves two long-
term placements in Chorley area primary schools alongside high quality training and support 
provided by the YSA. At the end of the programme, participants emerge as qualified teachers.  

https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/chorleystmaryscatholicprimaryschoolandnursery/40ZIOU/c2s/uc0KLOgX/CE072/facebook/
https://join.easyfundraising.org.uk/chorleystmaryscatholicprimaryschoolandnursery/40ZIOU/c2s/uc0KLOgX/CE072/facebook/


If you are interested, or you know anyone else who might be, please contact Rob Horne at 
r.horne@st-georges.lancs.sch.uk. Alternatively, you can call me for a brief chat and I can tell you a 
little bit about.  

 

 

 
 

Find out if you are eligible and find out how to apply – follow this link.  

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2 
 
Message from Chorley St Mary’s Beavers, Cubs and Scouts groups  
 

Chorley St. Mary's currently have spaces in their Beaver and Cub sections, and some availability in 

the Scout section. We meet at the Scout Hut on Hodder Avenue, PR7 3PB on Friday evenings during 

term time. Beavers and Cubs meet from 5 30 to 6 45pm, and Scouts from 7 till 8 30pm. We have a 

wide and varied programme and have a lot of fun in our Scouting activities. Please email 

jacqueline.malone@chorleyscouts.org.uk  for more information. 

 

mailto:r.horne@st-georges.lancs.sch.uk
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2
mailto:jacqueline.malone@chorleyscouts.org.uk


Baby and Toddler Group 

 

We host a fantastic parent/ 

grandparent, baby and toddler 

group at St Mary’s in the school 

hall on Monday afternoons – it’s a 

very friendly group and the 

children have lots of fun. If you are 

interested, then please do come 

along or if you know anyone who 

you know think might be 

interested please point them in 

our direction. Thank you so much 

to the volunteers who come along 

to run the sessions each week. 

 

– it is a very enjoyable session – 

please spread the word! 

 

 
 
 
Tax-free childcare 
 
One of our governors shared some information with me a couple of years ago to pass on to parents 
and carers  - here is a reminder, in case your circumstances have changed.: 
 
You can get up to £500 every 3 months (up to £2,000 a year) for each of your children to help with 
the costs of childcare. This goes up to £1,000 every 3 months if a child is disabled (up to £4,000 a 
year). For every £8 you pay into this account, the government will pay in £2 to use to pay your 
provider. 
 
You can get Tax-Free Childcare at the same time as 30 hours free childcare if you’re eligible for both. 
You can use Tax-Free Childcare for: childminders, nurseries and nannies and after school clubs and 
play schemes.  https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare 
 

 

Chorley Schools Sports Partnership (CSSP) Summer Holiday Activities. 

Please see the flyers at the end of the newsletter for information about summer holiday activities 

organised by the Chorley Schools Sports Partnership (CSSP). These activities offer a range of 

opportunities for children to stay active and enjoy their time over the summer break. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare


STAR OF THE WEEK w/e 26.06.26 

 

Class  Name  Star of the week for...   

& Value of the week of human dignity 

  

Nurser

y 

s Aria T Super work improving her formation of letters and blending skills  

v Nova Sharing her water pistols with others. 

Dojo Nova  

R s Lily For making a fantastic collage bus from our class story ‘The Hundred 

Decker Bus’ 

v Noah  For being kind and caring to a friend when they were hurt.  

Dojo Indie and Elodie  

Y1 s The whole class Putting their newly formed cursive letters into their handwriting in their 

work this week. 

v Lilly Showing concern for the feelings of others. 

Dojo George B & 

Oscar 

 

Y2 s Eleanor  For always giving 100% effort in all she does and for her wonderful 

efforts during creative writing.  

v Katie For always showing care and compassion towards her peers.  

Dojo Brooklyn   

Y3 s Theo H For improving his learn Its score five times in a row. 

v Sophia W Always shows compassion to others. 

Y4 s Willow For great work in RE including work on iconography 

v Keira Being a kind compassionate friend  

Y5 s Niamh For an incredibly creative and exciting myth, which reads as if a 

published author has written it! 

v Mickey Displaying self-esteem, believing that he can achieve highly and a huge 

improvement to his attitude towards learning 

Y6 s Patch  For taking pride in his work when writing up memories and for also 

helping others with theirs. 

v All of Year 6  The entire class for living out the value of faithfulness on our retreat day 



 
Smartphone Free Childhood                            Fact of the Week 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You will notice around school a QR code inviting parents and carers to the St Mary’s Smartphone 
Free childhood Whatsapp group. Here is the link again: 

 
 
You are not alone in wanting to create a 
childhood free from smartphones and 
social media.  
 
Join the St Mary’s Smartphone Free 
Childhood WhatsApp community for tips 
and support because screens can wait  - 
childhood cannot! 

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/ 
 
Smartphone Free Childhood – ‘We’re united for childhood -  Join the growing movement of families 
who believe childhood's too short to scroll away.’ 
 

 

Attendance 

 

CURRENT POSITION CLASS CURRENT %   OR  

1st YEAR 3 97.53  

2nd YEAR 4 96.98  

3rd   YEAR 1 96.97  

4th    YEAR 2 96.95  

5th  YEAR 5 96.93  

6th RECEPTION 95.85  

7th   YEAR 6 94.74  

 

It is great to see most classes improving again this week – well done everyone! 

FACT OF THE WEEK 

Excessive screen time reduces time spent 

on homework, reading, and creative play. 

 

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/


No 100% attendance this week – but look how close the race for second place is – Years 1,2,4 

and 5 are separated by only 0.05%! 

 

At primary school, children who have high attendance (95-100% attendance) in Year 6 are 30% more 

likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to similar pupils who 

miss just 2-4 weeks of school (90-95% attendance). 

 

Lancashire Schools Attendance Data up to 05.06.26  

 

 

 

How does St Mary’s compare? (We have remained at 96.5% and in 77th place, since last update).   

 

 

 
Some reminders 

 

Earrings and Jewellery - For safety reasons, earrings are not to be worn in school. If  

Hair styles 

We expect pupils to have sensible hair styles. Cuts, dyed hair or styles which in the judgement of the 

school are extreme, are not acceptable. Please keep the school and nursery a fashion- free zone! 

Hair tied-up to prevent head lice infection, please! 

As we all know, head lice do not fly or jump from head of hair to head of hair, they 
just walk! Therefore, to prevent the spread of head lice in school we ask that hair, 
longer than shoulder length, be tied back. Many thanks.  

Shoes Pupils are expected to wear plain black shoes.  

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_lt-1hYLPAhXHtxQKHRYHAIUQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartix.com/reminder-clip-art/&psig=AFQjCNFIc_JNbNo6K3zT-eaAZy81YFrzcQ&ust=1473502154531979


Again, we want school to remain a fashion-free zone. Some sports companies make black trainers for 

children. We ask you not to us these for school. They are trainers and not shoes and of course, the 

children will prefer to wear them! However, once one has them, this puts pressure on the other 

children to ask their parents for them. Many thanks for your co-operation in this matter.  

No boots please! 

Labelling Uniforms 

The children really look smart in their uniforms but so that bits and pieces do not go missing, 

please ensure that all items are labelled clearly with your child’s name. Thank you. If items 

do go missing, we will be putting the lost property box in the newly available space in the 

main entrance.  

 

P Smyth  26.06.26 

 

NHS Dentist for Children  

 

We have been contacted by the NHS to publicise NHS 

dentistry for children. Please see attached leaflet.  

 

Message from SVP Chorley Buddies 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Chorley Sweet Chilli Parenting Workshops  
 
See below leaflets about Chorley Sweet Chilli parenting workshops – the first one is in June/ July, the 
second in September/ October. I know some of our parents have attended these in the past and 
have found them very useful. See below for details.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 


