
 

With Christ we live, we love, we learn and we grow 

27.02.26 

Dear parents and carers,  

 

Welcome back after the February half term break. The children were refreshed and ready to go 

again. 

 

OFSTED 

 

We received the new-look OFSTED report card following our inspection in January. We have sent this 

out to you in a separate email.  

 

Y6 London Trip  

 

Our Y6s were in London for Speaker’s Day in the Houses of Parliament earlier this week. On 

Wednesday, they travelled down by train, went to the Science Museum, dined at Pizza Express, took 

in a West End musical, Matilda, and stayed overnight. On Thursday, they had a walking tour of some 

of London’s famous sights before visiting Sir Lindsay Hoyle in Speaker’s House and enjoying a tour of 

the Houses of Parliament, which included watching Sir Lindsay in action in the House of Commons. 

By all accounts, they had a fantastic time and were superbly well behaved.  

 

A big thank you to Mrs Banwell for organising the trip and to Mr Cahalin, Mrs Blackwell, Mrs Bradley 

and our governors Mr Gallery and Mrs St 

John for accompanying the children on 

the visit and ensuring it was so successful. 

Well done to the children, too, and I hope 

they take some amazing memories away 

from the experience.  

 

Mrs Banwell says… 

 

We’ve had a truly wonderful and 

memorable trip to London. It has been an 

absolute pleasure to see the children 

explore the capital city. 



 

All the adults have been incredibly impressed with the children’s behaviour. A highlight of the visit 

was our trip to Parliament, where the children were not only complimented on their conduct by staff 

but also showed great curiosity by asking insightful and thoughtful questions. 

 

A big thank you to the staff and governors that volunteered to come along. 

 

Distribution of Ashes 

 

On Monday, Mrs Grzeczynska, school governor and parish administrator at St Mary’s, came in to 

school to distribute the Ashes to mark the beginning of Lent. She came in on Monday because school 

was closed for the mid-term break on Ash Wednesday. We had a whole school assembly about Lent, 

how it is a period of preparation for Easter. We learned about the things we can do to prepare: pray, 

fast (give something up or maybe do something positive) and give alms. We do a lot of alms giving 

through the Good Shepherd appeal.  

 

Good Shepherd Appeal 2026 

On Monday, we began the annual Nugent Care Good Shepherd Appeal. Thank 
you to all the children and families who either donated cakes, bought cakes, 
created games and activities or supported them and to the children who 
danced at the disco. This week you have raised an amazing £274. This has 
already been banked.  The table below lets you know what happens on each 
day.  
 
We will do this for the next three weeks and in the last week of the half-term before the Easter 
break we will have the Good Shepherd Talent Show.  
 
Thank you and well done, everyone! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

World Book Day, next week  (we are celebrating on) Friday 6th March 2026  

– a message from Miss Hesketh 
 
This year, the National World Book Day theme focuses on fostering a lifelong love of reading through 
the theme ‘Reading for Pleasure’ and aligns with the UK's National Year of Reading 2026. The 
campaign encourages children to choose their own books and ‘Go All In’ by connecting reading with 
their personal passions, hobbies, and interests. 

We will be celebrating our love of books in school on Friday 6th March 2026, the day after National 
World Book Day (Thursday 5th March). We will be having ‘A Cosy World Book Day’ and we will be 
celebrating with a Pyjama Day! We will be focusing on comfort, relaxation, and personal choice to 
foster a genuine love for reading.   

Day  Activity 

Mondays  Cake sale – sell and buy cakes – max 1 per person – 50p each 

Tuesdays Games and activities –guess how many sweets are in a jar/ spot the 
ball/ name the teddy/ lucky dip etc.   

Fridays Disco in the hall – 50p voluntary contribution 



 
Children can wear their favourite pyjamas, onesies, loungewear, jogging bottoms, T-shirts (but still 
with suitable shoes for outdoors). It's not necessary to buy anything special for the day - the children 
can just wear what they would normally wear when relaxing with a book! 
 
Of course, please can we ask that no face paints, crazy hairstyles or outfits other than mentioned 
above are worn. However, if your child wants to wear their normal school uniform, that is perfectly 
okay. 
 
Don't forget that they can also bring their favourite bedtime story. Children can always borrow a 
book from the school library or their class library on the day if needed.  
 
Thanks for your continued support. Best wishes, Miss Hesketh.  
 
Youth Mass 2026 at St Gregory’s, Sunday 8 March 2026  - message from the Leadership Academy 
at Holy Cross 
 
We warmly invite you and your school community to participate in the Youth Mass hosted at 
St Gregory’s Church, Chorley. This gathering provides an opportunity for our schools and parishes to 
come together in faith and unity. The event will take place on Sunday 8 March 2026 in the afternoon 
(Meeting at 15:00 hours), and we hope that many members of our wider community will be able to 
join us for this meaningful occasion. 
 
This year’s Youth Mass will take a different form from previous years. In keeping with the spirit of 
Lent, we are embracing CAFOD’s Lenten challenge to walk 200 km over 40 days, and we aim to 
incorporate this challenge within our celebration of the Youth Mass. 
 
To support this, we will gather at Holy Cross, where parking facilities will be available for all 
participants. From there, we will walk together to St Gregory’s Church via Myles Standish Way. A 
map and schedule of timings will be provided below to assist with planning. 
 
As members of a Catholic community, we are continually called to live out the principles of Catholic 
Social Teaching. Through this shared walk and celebration, we hope to embody the values of charity, 
solidarity, love, and community, strengthening our bonds with one another while supporting those 
in need. 
 
For those who wish to contribute, donations towards CAFOD’s initiative can be made using the link 
provided below. Contributions may also be offered in person on the day of the walk. 
 
Link: https://walk.cafod.org.uk/sign-up#signup 
 
We hope you will be able to join us as we come together in shared purpose, reflection, and 
community spirit. 
 
Chorley Sweet Chilli Parenting Workshops  
 
See below leaflets about Chorley Sweet Chilli parenting workshops – the first one is in June/ July, the 
second in September/ October. I know some of our parents have attended these in the past and 
have found them very useful.  
 

 

https://walk.cafod.org.uk/sign-up#signup


 
 

 

 



 
 
Unavoidable School Closures 
 
We are almost through the winter months now and have escaped heavy snow so far, but in the 
event of a very heavy snowfall and the need to close the school, we will inform you via the GroupCall 
text, announcements on the local radio and via the school website.    
 

Baby and Toddler Group 

 

We host a fantastic parent/ 

grandparent, baby and toddler 

group at St Mary’s in the school hall 

on Monday afternoons – it’s a very 

friendly group and the children have 

lots of fun. If you are interested, 

then please do come along or if you 

know anyone who you know think 

might be interested please point 

them in our direction. Thank you so 

much to the volunteers who come 

along to run the sessions each week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Your Story, Chorley?  - Message from Aimee Broughton, Cultural Education and Engagement 

Officer. Chorley Borough Council 

 

Hello all, 

 

The amazing What’s Your Story, Chorley? event is BACK for 2026! 

Taking place throughout March, What’s Your Story, Chorley? is a month‑long celebration of 

storytelling and the people and places that make Chorley special. 

As part of the programme, we’re excited to launch a children’s comic book competition. 

Please see the attached poster for full details and the comic strip template. In brief, entrants are 

asked to: 

 

 Create their own superhero 

 Tell their story using a five‑frame comic strip (they can use the template provided) 

 

Winning entries will be displayed across Chorley Town Centre during the ComiCon weekend of 

What’s Your Story, Chorley? 



 

To enter, participants can either email their completed comic strip to event@chorley.gov.uk or 

post/drop it off at Chorley Town Hall (Market Street, Chorley, PR7 1DP) by Saturday 28th February. 

We can’t wait to see all the children’s amazing comic book creations! 

 Thank you 

 

Aimee Broughton  Cultural Education and Engagement Officer 

 

Great Books Guide 

Message from our English lead, Miss Hesketh: 

Great Books Guide - Here are 100 books from 2025–26 that we think are great – and so will children.  

Our priority is to get children excited about books, stories and rhymes because if reading is fun, 
children will want to do it. That’s why we’ve put together this guide full of books we think are 
absolutely brilliant, carefully chosen to engage and excite children from 4 to 11. We believe that the 
‘right’ book is always the book a child wants to read – and we hope this guide inspires you to find 
that book. 

Bookfinder: Search thousands of hand-picked book recommendations to find a child’s next favourite 
read – from astonishing adventures to fantastic facts, our Bookfinder tool will help you discover the 
very best kids’ books 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/bookfinder/ 
 

Message from Chorley St Mary’s Beavers, Cubs and Scouts groups  
 

Chorley St. Mary's currently have spaces in their Beaver and Cub sections, and some availability in 

the Scout section. We meet at the Scout Hut on Hodder Avenue, PR7 3PB on Friday evenings during 

term time. Beavers and Cubs meet from 5 30 to 6 45pm, and Scouts from 7 till 8 30pm. We have a 

wide and varied programme and have a lot of fun in our Scouting activities. Please email 

jacqueline.malone@chorleyscouts.org.uk  for more information. 

 

Foodbank  
 
Following on from the fabulous support shown for our Harvest Service, we are reinstating the drop-
off box in the main entrance for donations for the Living Waters - Storehouse food bank. 
You can use this for further donations of tinned/packed goods or other items such as toiletries 
(shampoos/bubble bath) or even gift sets as the Christmas season approaches. Thank you. 
 
Tax-free childcare 
 
One of our governors shared some information with me a couple of years ago to pass on to parents 
and carers  - here is a reminder, in case your circumstances have changed.: 
 
You can get up to £500 every 3 months (up to £2,000 a year) for each of your children to help with 
the costs of childcare. This goes up to £1,000 every 3 months if a child is disabled (up to £4,000 a 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/bookfinder/
mailto:jacqueline.malone@chorleyscouts.org.uk


year). For every £8 you pay into this account, the government will pay in £2 to use to pay your 
provider. 
You can get Tax-Free Childcare at the same time as 30 hours free childcare if you’re eligible for both. 
You can use Tax-Free Childcare for: childminders, nurseries and nannies and after school clubs and 
play schemes.  https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare 
 
Smartphone Free Childhood                            Fact of the Week 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You will notice around school a QR code inviting parents and carers to the St Mary’s Smartphone 
Free childhood Whatsapp group. Here is the link again: 

 
 
You are not alone in wanting to create a 
childhood free from smartphones and 
social media.  
 
Join the St Mary’s Smartphone Free 
Childhood WhatsApp community for tips 
and support because screens can wait  - 
childhood cannot! 

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/ 
 
Smartphone Free Childhood – ‘We’re united for childhood -  Join the growing movement of families 
who believe childhood's too short to scroll away.’ 
Attendance 

 

CURRENT POSITION CLASS CURRENT % 

1st YEAR 3 97.63 

2nd YEAR 4 97.18 

3rd   YEAR 2 96.76 

4th    YEAR 1 96.55 

5th YEAR 5 96.40 

6th RECEPTION 96.18 

7th   YEAR 6 93.93 

 

FACT OF THE WEEK 

Digital distractions may hinder emotional 

resilience and coping skills. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/


Congratulations to Y5 on their 100% attendance this week. 

 

 
 

Find out if you are eligible and find out how to apply – follow this link.  

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2 

 

STAR OF THE WEEK w/e 27.02.26 

 
Class  Name  Star of the week for...   

& Value of the week of harmony 

  

Nursery 

s Oliver B Super counting  and ABC patterns  

v Ottilie  Celebrating others achievements  

Dojo Ruby    

R s Logan  For working hard all week and completing his rainbow challenges.   

v Teddie  For always celebrating others and being a good friend   

Dojo     

Y1 s Maggie  Super writing about Beatrix Potter.  

v Joey  Getting on well with friends.  

Dojo George W    

Y2 s Archie G  For a super effort during multiplication and using arrays.   

v Archie A  For being kind to his friends and celebrating others.   

Dojo Olivia W    

Y3 s Harper K  For her first full marks in a spelling test in Y3  
  

v Isaac M  For always being kind, caring and compassionate of others.  

Y4 s Reuben  Consistent focus and effort in his school worl. Well done, Reuben! 

v Madison    Looking to bring harmony to a game situation.  

Y5 s Ella  Always giving 100% commitment to every task she approaches in 

school. 

v Antoni Always approaching activities with a calm and peaceful demeanout 

Y6 s Hannah  For her amazing arithmetic skills.  

v The whole of 
Year 6  

For showing a wonderful understanding of the Rule of Law 
during our visit to Parliament  

 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/?page=2


 

Some New Year reminders 
 

Earrings and Jewellery - For safety reasons, earrings are not to be worn in school. If  

Hair styles 

We expect pupils to have sensible hair styles. Cuts, dyed hair or styles which in the judgement of the 

school are extreme, are not acceptable. Please keep the school and nursery a fashion- free zone! 

Hair tied-up to prevent head lice infection, please! 

As we all know, head lice do not fly or jump from head of hair to head of hair, they 
just walk! Therefore, to prevent the spread of head lice in school we ask that hair, 
longer than shoulder length, be tied back. Many thanks.  

Shoes Pupils are expected to wear plain black shoes.  

 

Again, we want school to remain a fashion-free zone. Some sports companies make black trainers for 

children. We ask you not to us these for school. They are trainers and not shoes and of course, the 

children will prefer to wear them! However, once one has them, this puts pressure on the other 

children to ask their parents for them. Many thanks for your co-operation in this matter.  

No boots please! 

Labelling Uniforms 

The children really look smart in their uniforms but so that bits and pieces do not go missing, 

please ensure that all items are labelled clearly with your child’s name. Thank you. If items 

do go missing, we will be putting the lost property box in the newly available space in the 

main entrance.  

 

P Smyth 

27.02.26 

 

NHS Dentist for Children  

 

We have been contacted by the NHS to publicise NHS 

dentistry for children. Please see attached leaflet.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj_lt-1hYLPAhXHtxQKHRYHAIUQjRwIBw&url=http://clipartix.com/reminder-clip-art/&psig=AFQjCNFIc_JNbNo6K3zT-eaAZy81YFrzcQ&ust=1473502154531979


Message from 
SVP Chorley 
Buddies 

 

 

 
 

 


