Autumn Term (1) A0d5

Recep’cton Curriculum Letter
Mrs L A'mscough & Mrs N CassLdg

Dear Parents/Carers,

A very warm welcome to the start of a new academic year and what an exciting time it sl We hope you all enjoged the summer
break together with your family It has been so lovely to welcome the children into school following the summer holidays and we
Look forward to getting to know all the children in Recep’cton class over the next few weeks. Theg all looked so grown up in their

uniforms and have all enjoyed their first day in school. Please feel free to ask anything - no question is a silly onel

Each ha[f term you will receive a curriculum letter out['m'mg what your child will be Learn'mg over the next few weeks. We aim to
include as much information as possible so that you are fully informed so when your little one says “I've done nothing today”... you

have some ideas of the sorts of things they might have been up to ©

" Once There Were Top'LC
GIANTS

Our topic in Reception for this half term is "What makes me special’ In our Science we will be learning o s

about ourselves and in our H'Lstorg we will be Lookmg at our famLLLes and how we have changed since FRIENDSHIP
N

. BENCH_-
-

we were babies.

English
In our English our main texts are The Friendship Bench by Wendy Meddour and Amazing by Steve

Antony. Other fiction texts we will explore are Hello, Friend! by Rebecca Cobb What Happened to You?
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By James Catchpole, Mama Zooms by Jane Cowen-Fletcher, Superpower Like Mine by Dr Ranju, Susan Laughs by Jeanne Willis.

Some non-fiction texts we will explore are We All Have Different Families by Melissa Higgins Happy in Our Skin by Fran Manushkin
. My Hair by Hannah Lee, Who are you? by Smritrt Halls It's OK to be Different by Todd Parr.

We will be focussing on the following:

Holding a pencil with a comfortable grip,

Writing our name with correct letter formation

Knowing the correct orientation of letters and words,

Spelling VC words eg. an, as, at, if, in, is, it, of, on, up, am,
Beginning to spell simple CVC words eg. dad, mum, cat, can, dog
Beginning to write a simple caption eg. I am..

Knowing that a caption is made up of words.

Author of the Half Term

Our Author for Autumn Term is Jill Murphyl We will be reading lots of stories by Jill Murphy and

Learn'mg one bg heart.

We hope you f'md the above Lnforma’c'ton usefu[ Jcoge’cher with the curriculum overview attached to give

you a flavour of what exciting new learning your child is taking part in. In early years, lots of planning is done from the children’s

interests therefore activities may change and develop in different ways throughout the half term.

Rellglous Education

Our Religious Education branch this half term is Creation and Covenant. In this branch, children will encounter the God who creates

o

and calls a people.




A few notices:

B We have a fan‘cas‘ch EYFS team across the Nurserg and Recep’cLon class at St Margs. In the Recep’cLon class there are four

adults this year - Mrs Ainscough & Mrs Cassidy as the class teachers and the wonderful Mrs Swarbrick and Mrs Joyce as
support assistants. Mrs Ainscough will be the Class teacher Monday - Thursday and Mrs Cassidy will be the Class teacher on
Friday.

All teachers have release time during the week for PPA (planning preparation & assessment). Mrs Owsianska will be covering
Mrs Ainscough’'s PPA time on a Thursday afternoon. Throughout the week we have small ‘key worker’ group time with either
Mrs Ainscough, Mrs Cassidy or Mrs Swarbrick to sing songs/read stories/ opportunities for speaking and Llistening and ‘Show and
tell’ anLudLng Look'mg at ‘mach' moments from home.

The children will do P.E. every Friday afternoon, Please can you make sure your child comes to school in their PE kit

every FrLdag.

Evergdag your child has access to a drink of milk in the afternoon. Please can you ensure that your child br'mgs in a water
bottle filled with water every day for them to access in the classroom.

We offer toast as an additional morning snack. The school office will send information out as to when this will be starting

and you will pay for this termly if you so wish.

Curriculum Meeting

On Mondag Adnd Sep’cember 2045 at 5.30pm we will be hoLdLng a curriculum mee’cmg. This mee’c'mg will gLve you more
information about the, EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) curriculum and what your child will be learning. We will also give ideas

about how you can support your child’s [earnmg at home.

Photograph
To support us in settling into our new classroom please can you please provide the following photograph via Tapestry:

* A photograph of your child with their immediate family te. parents & siblings - people that live in their

house.




Tapestry. Magic moments & parental involvement

At St Mary's we value parental involvement and particularly in the Early Years we regard this as a paramount ingredient to the
successful outcome of your child’s growth and development. We are looking forward to our much loved stay and play sessions and
inviting you into our class. These are a great opportunity for you to be involved with your child’s learning. Look out for an
additional letter/class dojo message with the date and time of our first stay and play which will be a breakfast session.

(photographs and videos) will be recorded in the online journal or in the class floor book.

* || Reception use an online learning journal to record your child’s development and achievements. All observations made

TAPESTRY L

ONLINE LERRNING \
JOURNAL

You should have received a letter about Tapestry (which was sent home at induction in the summer term). Once we have received
the agreement back from you we can add your email address. You will then be sent an activation email for you to use to access
your child’s Leam‘mg journey. We upda’ce the Leam‘mg journa[ regu[ar[g so that you can have reguLar feedback on what your child
has been doing in school. You will be able to see what observations have been made each day and add your own stories of your

child’s L'Lfe outside of school.

Please let us know if you have not yet done this or are having difficulties as we will try and help as much as possible to get you
online. As well as viewing our observations we would warm[g welcome yours from home. Please fee[ free to up[oad ch’cures with a
description of what you child has done over the weekend and in the evenings. The adults in Reception class will then be able to
comment on them. We will also use these as speakmg and LLstenLng opportunLtLes to share in class.

Magic moments are another way in which you can contribute to your child’s learning journey. They are to be completed by an adult
when you see your child do something that perhaps you haven't seen before or make you go ‘wow' or smile. Please entitle your
tapestry upload with ‘magic moment’.

Class Do]o

Class dojo is a fantastic way of seeing your child’s achievements each day and it can also be a useful tool to communicate to us

about ang’chmg that magbe on your mind.

\/’




We will be uploading notifications and messages via here a lot so please make sure you access it daily. An activation email has
been sent out already. Please let us know if you are struggling to access. Please note that we can't always read dojo messages during

the school day so any urgent messages need to be given to the school office.

Outdoor Provision

Each day the children have access to outdoor provision which can get a little messy and wet. It is
important that your child has a waterproof coat and wellies (which are to be left outside the Reception
classroom) as we enjoy playing outside - whatever the weatherl Please can we ask you to bring a pair
¥ of wellington boots to school as soon as possible. Please can you ensure that your child’s belongings
§° are clearly labelled with their name. We also ask that your child has a waterproof/puddle suit in school
“so they can take part in our Togged up Tuesdays' and Forest Fridays.

S’cag and Plag
Our first Stay and Play of the year will be held on Wednesday |O% September R0a5. It will be a ‘breakfast’ stay and play from

8.30am until 430am. You will get to spend the time in your child’s new classroom and join in with some of their daily activities.

The children aLWCLys enjog show'mg their grown-ups around.

We look forward to worktng with you over the next year and gettmg to know your child and their wonderfu[ famLLg a[or\g the way.

\Ehb

Yours Sincerely
Mrs Lisa A'mscough & Mrs Nicola CassLdg

Class Teachers




Personal. Social & Emotional
Deve[opmen’c (PSED)

In our PSED, we will be talking about:
Sharing

Classroom routines
Classroom rules/expectations
Working together

Starting school

Feelings - Happy/Sad

KCH vocabuLarg: happg, sad, share, turn takmg

ruLes

Autumn Ferm |

What Makes me Specta[?

N 7

Physical Development Gross Motor
(PD)

In PE we will be learning to:
Jump for a distance and land
appropriately.

Hop on both feet.

Underarm throw for distance

Overarm throw for a distance
Catch with increasing accuracy
Climb with confidence under, over and

through climbing equipment.

Mathematics

PupLLs will:

Identify when a set can be subitised
and when counting is needed

Subitise different arrangements, both
unstructured and structured. including
using the Hungartar\ number frctme
Make different arrangements of
numbers within 5 and talk about what
they can see, to develop their
conceptual subtitising skills

Spot smaller numbers 'htd'mg' tnside
larger numbers

Connect quantities and numbers to
finger patterns and explore different
ways of representing numbers on their
flngers

Hear and join in with the counting
sequence, and connect this to the
‘staircase’ pattern of the counting
numbers, seeing that each number is
made of one more than the previous
number

Develop counting skills and knowledge,
including: that the last number in the
count tells us how many (cardinality)
to be accurate in counting, each thing
must be counted once and once only
and In any order; the need for [
correspondence; understanding that
ar\gfhmg can be counted, an[udmg
actions and sounds

Compare sets of objects by matching

Begin to develop the language of ‘whole’

when talking about objects which have
parts

o R R 2R

Literacy
Understand concepts about print O direction of print (L - R / top-

bottom/ left pg. before right) O name parts of the book (front / back /
page) O know difference between word/letter O follow [-|

Begin to be aware that sentences starts with a capital letter and end
with a full stop

Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them - in line with
phonics RWI programme

Blend sounds into words to read short words made up of known letter-
sound correspondences, applying phonics to read VC and simple CVC
words

Begin to read a few common exception words - in line with phonics
programme

Begin to read simple phases / sentences, applying phonic knowledge
Begin to re-read books to build up confidence in word reading, fluency
& understanding

Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing
Begin to compose and orally rehearse a label / caption / short sentence
before writing it

Begin to spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the
sound with letter/s, VC and simple CVC words - in line with phonics
programme

Begin to write labels / captions / simple sentences

Begin to re-read what they have written to check that it makes sense
Write own name correctly, using correct letter formation

Begin to form some lower-case letters correctly

Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important
Listen to and enjoy a vartety of stories/poems/rhymes/non-fiction text
Learn and use new vocabulary linked to daily routine / theme / text
Predict some of the story line and vocabulary

Talk about story events, characters and setting with support

Begin to show an awareness of how stories are structured

Understand a question or instruction that has two parts

Understand ‘why' questions

Answer questions with relevant comments and begin to ask questions to
find out more

Begin to articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences
Begin to connect one idea or action to another using a range of
connectives

Begin to re-enact and retell simple stories, using some vocabulary and

language structures from the text
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Understanding of the World (UW)

Science
e  Explore the world around me, making observations and drawing pictures of myself
and others.
e  Know similarities and different between the natural world around me.
[ Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others.
Head, nose, ears, neck, leg, knee, foot, toes, arm, hands, fingers, chest, tummy, baby, toddler,
teenager, adult, elderly, sight sound, taste, smell, touch.

HLstory

. v Mafure's Patferns Ve
HumanLice Cycles
What is a timeline? (Once there were Giants by NSSERAGECIE

How I have changed since I was a baby?
Who s in your family?
Who is special to me?

Then, before, now, next, soon.

e Know the name of their school.
e To know a map is a picture of a place. ,
e Name and locate key places around our school |

e To make a map showing key features of our sc

Playground, hall, woods, library, school, path

e To know the names of the seasons.
o To know what each season looks like.

e To observe what our weather is like today.

Communication and Language (CL)

Communication and Language is developed throughout the year through high quality speaking
and listening interactions, daily group discussions, literacy sessions, sharing circles, PSHE
sessions, Key worker times, story sessions, singing, speech and language interventions and
assemblies.

Begin to understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.

Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly during appropriate activity.

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences.

Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.

Extends vocabulary, especially by grouping and naming, exploring the meaning and sounds of
new words.

me[e o.ctL ns to Wellr-known songs, learning how to move to a beat and
v feelings qnd emotions through movement to music.
SLgn language. Mo.k/aton LgrLcs Verse, Action songs, beat, pulse, composer, tempo,

Celebration Muste ﬁ-off lesson (Hannukah)

Design Technology

Structures

Junk modelling =

Children explore and learn about varitous types of permanent and temporary joins.
They are encourctiged. to tinker using a combination of materials and joining
techniques in the junk modelling area.

Dgﬁtgn

Making verbal plans and material choices. Developing a\junk model.

Make
Improving fine motor/scissor skills with a variety of materials.
Joining materials in a vartety of ways (temporary and permanent).

Joining different materials together. 2
Descmbmg their Junk mode[i\and how they intend to put it together.

Evaluate

Giving a verbal evaluation of their own and others’ junk models with adult support.
Checking to see if their model matches their plan.

Considering what they would do differently if they were to do it again.

Describing their favourite and least favourite part of their model.

Technical

To know there are a range to different materials that can be used to make a
model and that they are all slightly different. Making simple suggestions to fix
their junk model.

Explore junk modelling, tinkering with temporary'and permanent joins, and a range
of materials. Create basic models

Join, bend, slot, snip, squeeze, measure, temporary, permanent, materials.







