
LENT/EASTER – GIVING: GROWING –
TOPIC OVERVIEW

NURSERY & RECEPTION 4 WEEKS  
Looking forward to Easter





EXPLORE 
Spring is a time when things begin to grow. 

 

AREAS OF LEARNING 
 
Early learning Goals (England/Wales) 
 

STANDARD INDICATOR 
 
Some children will begin to talk about their own experience of ‘growing’.  
Some children will begin to talk about how they feel about ‘growing’.  
Some children will begin to say what they wonder about growing, themselves and in nature.  
 

KEY WORDS 
 
grow, spring, different 
 

COME & SEE WEBSITE 
 

Various pictures of baby/adult animals, seeds/plants etc.   
Time lapse clip of a seed growing 
A chick hatching or similar 

 

RESOURCES 
 

• Church’s Story 1 

• Once There Were Giants by Martin Waddell  
CAFOD resource ‘Grow it, Love it, Respect it’ posters Farm 

NURSERY FOCUS: Recognise growth in nature. 

WHOLE CLASS CORE INPUT 
 Spend time looking at a variety of things that grows in spring time – e.g. twigs with 

buds, bulbs, seeds. 

 Display picture and talk about Church’s Story 1 page 38. 

 Go on a Nature Trail emphasising the wonder of growth and new life. 

 Using books, pictures, songs etc. explore the miracle of growth to heighten the 
children’s awareness of how a small, seemingly lifeless seed can become a living 
plant. 

 Look at a time lapse clip of a seed growing or a chick hatching from egg etc. 

 Tell stories, read poems, sing songs about growing e.g. Once There Were Giants by 
Martin Waddell. 

RECEPTION FOCUS: Recognise growth in nature and discover the ways in 

which things grow. 

WHOLE CLASS CORE INPUT 
 Plant some cress or something similar that grows very quickly.  Focus on what is 

happening over time. 

 Visit a farm or look on the internet for lambs and chicks.  Consider incubating eggs in 
school to enable the children to experience the chicks hatching. 

 Drama, dance about being a growing seed as for nursery, but include emphasis on 
conditions for growth.  Have different groups acting out various stages and 
conditions for growth. 

 Look at and use the CAFOD resource ‘Grow it, Love it, Respect it’ posters. 

 Tell stories, read poems, sing songs about new life e.g. Once There Were Giants by 
Martin Waddell. 

  



https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=+you+tube+timelapse+from+little+baby+girl&&

view=detail&mid=2A43F95FF3C22F6CA1292A43F95FF3C22F6CA129&&FORM=VD

RVRV

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=baby+chicks+in+classroom&&view=detail&mi

d=4EF221A62B7C0C3ED5974EF221A62B7C0C3ED597&&FORM=VRDGAR

NURSERY & RECEPTION 
ADULT DIRECTED GROUP ACTIVITY 
 Plant cress or something similar that grows very quickly.  Focus on what is happening 

over time.   

 Reception In different pots, change the conditions for growth e.g. no light, no water, 
no warmth etc.  Observe and record what happens during Week 1. 

 Plant some summer flowering bulbs outside in the school grounds or in patio pots.  
Look after them and monitor their growth over time. 

 Go on a Nature Trail emphasising the wonder of growth and new life.  Record 
findings in an appropriate way.  Take photographs or a video. 

 

CONTINUOUS PROVISION 
 Make the role play area into a green house.  Provide plant pots, seeds, watering 

cans, compost, trowels etc. 

 Play with a farm set, matching animals with their young. 

 Set up a vet’s station to care for animals. 

 Provide opportunities for artwork - painting, collage etc. showing how things grow. 

 Have pictures of various adult animals and their babies.  Play matching games or 
create a drag and drop activity. 

 

REFLECTION ON SIGNIFICANCE 
Gather around the display or focus.  Have a quiet moment together to reflect on and 
appreciate Spring as a time when things begin to grow.   Reflect on the things which help to 
make things grow e.g. food, water, sunlight etc. 

1. Set up role play, 

small play etc for the 

length of your 

Growing topic and 

links to other areas of 

learning

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=+you+tube+timelapse+from+little+baby+girl&&view=detail&mid=2A43F95FF3C22F6CA1292A43F95FF3C22F6CA129&&FORM=VDRVRV
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=baby+chicks+in+classroom&&view=detail&mid=4EF221A62B7C0C3ED5974EF221A62B7C0C3ED597&&FORM=VRDGAR


NURSERY & RECEPTION 
ADULT DIRECTED GROUP ACTIVITY 
 Plant cress or something similar that grows very quickly.  Focus on what is happening 

over time.   

 Reception In different pots, change the conditions for growth e.g. no light, no water, 
no warmth etc.  Observe and record what happens during Week 1. 

 Plant some summer flowering bulbs outside in the school grounds or in patio pots.  
Look after them and monitor their growth over time. 

 Go on a Nature Trail emphasising the wonder of growth and new life.  Record 
findings in an appropriate way.  Take photographs or a video. 

 

CONTINUOUS PROVISION 
 Make the role play area into a green house.  Provide plant pots, seeds, watering 

cans, compost, trowels etc. 

 Play with a farm set, matching animals with their young. 

 Set up a vet’s station to care for animals. 

 Provide opportunities for artwork - painting, collage etc. showing how things grow. 

 Have pictures of various adult animals and their babies.  Play matching games or 
create a drag and drop activity. 

 

REFLECTION ON SIGNIFICANCE 
Gather around the display or focus.  Have a quiet moment together to reflect on and 
appreciate Spring as a time when things begin to grow.   Reflect on the things which help to 
make things grow e.g. food, water, sunlight etc. 

NURSERY & RECEPTION 
ADULT DIRECTED GROUP ACTIVITY 
 Plant cress or something similar that grows very quickly.  Focus on what is happening 

over time.   

 Reception In different pots, change the conditions for growth e.g. no light, no water, 
no warmth etc.  Observe and record what happens during Week 1. 

 Plant some summer flowering bulbs outside in the school grounds or in patio pots.  
Look after them and monitor their growth over time. 

 Go on a Nature Trail emphasising the wonder of growth and new life.  Record 
findings in an appropriate way.  Take photographs or a video. 

 

CONTINUOUS PROVISION 
 Make the role play area into a green house.  Provide plant pots, seeds, watering 

cans, compost, trowels etc. 

 Play with a farm set, matching animals with their young. 

 Set up a vet’s station to care for animals. 

 Provide opportunities for artwork - painting, collage etc. showing how things grow. 

 Have pictures of various adult animals and their babies.  Play matching games or 
create a drag and drop activity. 

 

REFLECTION ON SIGNIFICANCE 
Gather around the display or focus.  Have a quiet moment together to reflect on and 
appreciate Spring as a time when things begin to grow.   Reflect on the things which help to 
make things grow e.g. food, water, sunlight etc. 



REVEAL 
Lent: a time to grow in love to be more like Jesus 

and to look forward to Easter. 
 

CONTENT: – scripture – tradition – prayers 
 

AREAS OF LEARNING 
 
Early Learning Goals (England/Wales) 
Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) 
 

KEY WORDS 
 
Lent, Good Friday, Cross, Easter Sunday 
 

STANDARD INDICATOR 
 
Some children will begin to recognise the stories of Good Friday and Easter Sunday as 
religious stories. 
Some children will begin to recognise the Cross, the words of the Sign of the Cross and the 
Easter garden.  
Some children will begin to recognise that Christians try to ‘grow more like Jesus’ 
particularly during Lent.  
 

RESOURCES 
 

• Church’s Story 1  

• God’s Story 1  

• Heart shapes 

• A tree or a small branch 

• material for making an Easter Garden; a tray, soil, spring flowers, stones a piece of 
white cloth 

• Egg shapes 
  







Continuous  
Provision

Key 
Words

Core Input Key Questions Adult Directed

Role play -
Green house. 

Farm set

Vet’s station 

Painting, 
collage  -how 
things grow.

Pictures of 
various adult 
animals and 
their babies.  

Lenten tree   

Cross and egg 
shapes

Images of 
Easter.

Grow, 
spring, 
different
, Lent, 
Good 
Friday, 
cross,

EXPLORE 

Plant some cress  Focus on what is happening over 
time.

Visit a farm or look on the internet for lambs and 
chicks.  

Consider incubating eggs in school to enable the 
children to experience the chicks hatching.

Drama, dance about being a growing seed as for 
nursery, emphasis on conditions for growth. 

Groups acting out various stages and conditions for 
growth.

Use the CAFOD resource ‘Grow it, Love it, Respect it’ 
posters.

Tell stories, read poems, sing songs about new life 
e.g. Once There Were Giants by Martin Waddell.

Plant cress  Focus on what is 
happening over time.  

In different pots, change the 
conditions for growth e.g. no 
light, no water, no warmth etc.  
Observe and record what 
happens during Week 1.

Plant some summer flowering 
bulbs outside in the school 
grounds or in patio pots.  
Monitor their growth over 
time.

Go on a Nature Trail  Take 
photographs or a video.

REVEAL
Luke’s story (based on Luke 2: 51, 52.) tells us that 
Jesus lived in Nazareth with Mary and Joseph and 
grew up there. 

Who helped Jesus to grow in 
love?   How did Jesus learn to 
grow in love?

Church’s Story 1 pages 40-41 
Talk about what is happening 
in the pictures and add speech 
bubbles.

Grow to be more like Jesus 
during Lent. Write or draw on 
leaves and hang them on a 
Lenten tree.

REVEAL
Talk about Church’s Story 1 pages 39-41.  Ash 
Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. 

What do we call this special 
time?   When does Lent start?

What do we try to do during 
Lent?

REVEAL   Jesus dies on the cross 
Place a Cross draped in a purple cloth on the prayer 
focus. 
John 19:25-27

Who was there with Jesus when 
he died?   What did Jesus say to 
them?    What does the story tell 
you about Jesus?    What does 
the story tell you about Mary? 

What does the story tell you 
about John?

Good Friday collage

REVEAL    Easter
Change the purple cloth on the prayer focus to a 
white cloth. God’s Story 1 page 35
Display the picture and the text from Church’s Story 
1 pages 44-45

Why is everyone happy?

What is the priest giving out?

Easter Garden
John Burland



Physical         
growth, 
movement, 
dance 

Personal, social 
and emotional 
development

Maths –
Counting 
addition 
years, ages, 
birthdays

Expressive arts 
and design

Communication 
and Language
Home Corner –
Once There 
Were Giants

Literacy

Understanding the 
world



STANDARD INDICATOR

Some children will begin to recognise the stories of Good Friday and Easter Sunday as 
religious stories.
Some children will begin to recognise the Cross, the words of the Sign of the Cross and the 
Easter garden. 
Some children will begin to recognise that Christians try to ‘grow more like Jesus’ 
particularly during Lent. 
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5/03/19

Standard Indicator

PUT IN YOUR 

STANDARD 

INDICATOR AT 

THE END OF 

TOPIC OR 

LESSON!

REVEAL   Jesus dies on the cross 
Place a Cross draped in a purple cloth on the prayer focus. 
John 19:25-27
Talk about
Who was there with Jesus when he died?   
What did Jesus say to them?    
What does the story tell you about Jesus?    
What does the story tell you about Mary? 
What does the story tell you about John?

Group work - Good Friday collage – groups to add to large 
collage for display. Talk about Good Friday.

AS  WN  TR PL 
(Retell) Write about Good Friday.

I can talk about Good Friday

I can recognise the cross and talk about the story of 

Good Friday

I can retell the story of Good Friday

Progress

PROGRESS IS 

MADE THROUGH 

RELIGIOUS 

EDUCTION SKILLS!

Chd know that Jesus 
died on the cross.

They can talk about 
Good Friday and know 
a special day is coming 
soon.

They are making the 
Sign of the Cross daily

AS  WN  TR PL 
Written retell Good 
Friday

Standards - Driver words 

AT - learning about AT - learning from 

Labelling, Naming, Matching, Sorting  

Recognise                    Talk about 
Identify, name or label something or someone previously seen, heard or encountered.  

                                                          

Describe                              Ask 
Tell a religious story again in any form.  

Give an accurate account in any form of the role of a person, a religious rite or symbol.  

                                                                                       

Give reasons                 Make links 
Show the relationship between a variety of sources as evidence to inform                              

knowledge and understanding. 

                                                                   

Show understanding            Engage and respond 
Correctly perceive the meaning of beliefs, practices                                                                             

and sources actions and the links between them. 

 



Year 5

LENT/EASTER – GIVING: SACRIFICE 
– TOPIC OVERVIEW

YEAR 5 - 4 WEEKS | Lent, a time of giving in order to celebrate the 
sacrifice of Jesus

We are developing the theme 
GIVING: SACRIFICE 

KEY WORDS …temptation, betrayal, self-sacrifice, Holy Week, Maundy Thursday, 
Gethsemane, Altar of Repose, love, crucifixion, Easter vigil, Resurrection



Nursery & Reception

Year 2

Year 1

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

T H E    S T O R Y

O
U
R

S
T
O
R
Y

Recognise and Talk 

About

Describe and Ask

Make 

Links and 

Give 

Reasons

Show an understanding

Engage and Respond 





 Make your own Lenten calendar showing how you will spend the forty days of Lent preparing for Easter.  Leave a 
blank square at the end of each week to fill in after reflecting on your actions giving reasons for how they have 
shaped your life and the lives of others.

 Use a Conscience Alley activity to explore Judas’ betrayal of Jesus.  Two rows of children give different advice to the 
pupil playing Judas.  At the end ‘Judas’ has to decide which advice to take and explain why.

 Explore any of the paintings The Agony in the Garden by Bellini, The Agony in the Garden by El Greco, or Agony in the 
Garden by Andrea Mantegna.  Compare the pictures with a Gospel account (Luke 22: 39-46, Matthew 26: 36–48; 
Mark 14: 32–46).  What do you think are the similarities and differences?  Which gospel account do you think 
influenced the artist the most?  Reflect quietly on the painting.  

 What difference does Jesus’ sacrifice make to Christians?  Discuss the impact this has had on shaping the lives of 
Christians.  Research the lives of people who have sacrificed their lives because of their beliefs. Present this as a 
PowerPoint, speech or magazine article.

 Reflect on the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary –
1. The Agony in the Garden – when Jesus was afraid and went to the garden to pray
2. The Scourging at the Pillar – when Jesus is taken away by the soldiers and whipped
3. The Crowning with Thorns – when the soldiers take Jesus into the palace; they make fun of him and make him wear a 

crown of thorns
4. The Carrying of the Cross – when Jesus carries his heavy cross to Calvary
5. The Crucifixion – when the soldiers nail Jesus to the cross and he dies

In groups explore each event and say what is happening, why is it happening and where is this happening today?  

 Design a religious Easter card depicting the Good News of the Risen Christ and giving reasons for your choice of words 
and symbols.  Inside the card, include a suitable quote from Scripture and a greeting to share with others.

 I can give reasons about the Good News of the Risen Christ
 I can give reasons and make links to Scripture about the Good News of the Risen Christ
 I can give reasons, make links to Scripture and say why we share the Good News of the Risen Christ.

STANDARD INDICATOR - Some children will be able to show understanding of how belief in the sacrifice 

Jesus made, and belief in the Resurrection shapes lives. 



REVEAL
Lent a time of giving in preparation for the celebration

of the sacrifice of Jesus

CONTENT: – scripture – tradition – prayers

STANDARD INDICATOR

Some children will be able to make links between the scripture stories of Holy Week and 
the Temptation in the desert and how Christians observe the season of Lent.
Some children will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for 
religious actions and symbols used during Holy Week and the Easter Vigil.
Some children will be able to give reasons why Christians make sacrifices during Lent. 

Some children will be able to describe and show understanding of a range of scripture 
stories, beliefs, ideas and feelings about the sacrifice of Jesus and his resurrection and make 
links between them. 
Some children will be able to use religious terms to show an understanding of the different 
liturgies of Holy Week and the Easter vigil. 
Some children will be able to show understanding of how belief in the sacrifice Jesus made, 
and belief in the Resurrection shapes lives. 
Some children will be able to engage with and respond to questions about sacrifice in the 
light of religious teaching. 



LEARNING FOCUS 1: Lent, the opportunity to turn away from evil. 
 

CONTENT  
  
Introduce the liturgical season of Lent.  Read Church’s Story 3 pages 96 and 98 on Lent. 
 
After Jesus had been baptised by John in the river Jordan he went into the desert.  Jesus 
needed to be alone to pray in preparation for his ministry.  It was not an easy time for Jesus.  
He was tempted by the devil, but he resisted him, and the experience strengthened him for 
his mission.  This is Luke’s story of what happened. 
 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
desert, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.  He ate nothing at all 
during those days, and when they were over, he was famished.  The Devil said to him, 
‘If you are God’s Son, order this stone to turn into bread’.  But Jesus answered.  ‘The 
scripture says, people cannot live on bread alone’. 
 
Then the Devil took him up and showed him in a second all the kingdoms of the 
world.  ‘I will give you all this power and all this wealth, the Devil told him.  ‘It has all 
been handed over to me, and I can give it to anyone I choose.  All this will be yours, 
then, if you worship me.’ 
Jesus answered, ‘The scripture says, Worship the Lord your God and serve only him!’ 
Then the Devil took him to Jerusalem and set him on the highest point of the Temple, 
and said to him, ‘If you are God’s Son, throw yourself down from here.  For the 
scripture says, ‘God will order his angels to take good care of you’.  It also says ‘They 
will hold you up with their hands so that not even your feet will be hurt on the 
stones’.  But Jesus answered, ‘The scripture says, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test’.   When the Devil finished tempting Jesus in every way, he left him. 
Luke 4: 1-12 

 
Discuss what happened to Jesus in the desert and how he responded. 

Teaching Point 
 
We experience evil in many forms.  We also contribute to the evil that is in our world and 
help to spread it.  Evil is described as a power, or powers, at work in our world.  
 
The Church gives the name Satan or devil to evil.  Evil has the power to affect our lives, but 
with God’s help, we have the power to resist and overcome all that is evil. 
 
This understanding underlies the Lent/Easter and Reconciliation topics, and this is what  
teachers should bring to the subject when children themselves raise it. 
 
It is important to stress that temptation itself is not wrong, wrong occurs when temptation 
is given into. 

Learning focus 1: Lent, the opportunity to grow spiritually   

Luke 4:1-12      

 It will be helpful for you, as teachers, to read and reflect on the passage of Luke, 
occurring just before Jesus goes into the desert. (Luke 3:1-22).  

John the Baptist tells the people to change their ways, and 

 “Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight...” (3:4) 

Throughout the ages, the desert has always been seen as a place for silence and reflection, 

for spending time alone with God, having no distractions to ‘escape’ into, opening mind and 

heart to the Spirit of God. In our time, too, the concept of ‘desert,’  

Luke tells us that the devil tempted Jesus three times: he knows Jesus will be hungry and 
goes for his weak spot; 

“If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to turn into a loaf of bread...”  



SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q Why did Jesus go into the desert by himself? 

Q What did you notice about the way the devil tempted Jesus? 

Q What did you notice about the way Jesus responded each time? 

Q How do you respond when you are tempted to do wrong? 

Q What helps you to resist temptation? 

Q How would you link Jesus’ time in the desert to the experience of Lent? 

 

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES  
 

 Think about a time when you’ve been tempted to do something you know to be 
wrong and have resisted.  In pairs role-play the situation, one as the tempter, one as 
the resister. Having watched examples, hold a class discussion to identify why you 
made the choice you did, the similarities and differences between each other’s 
responses and how our choices affect our lives.  

 Make your own Lenten calendar showing how you will spend the forty days of Lent 
preparing for Easter.  Leave a blank square at the end of each week to fill in after 
reflecting on your actions giving reasons for how they have shaped your life and the 
lives of others. 



Some children will 

be able to make 

links between the 

scripture stories of 

Holy Week and the 

Temptation in the 

desert and how 

Christians observe 

the season of Lent.

 Make your own Lenten calendar showing how you will spend the forty days of Lent 
preparing for Easter.  Leave a blank square at the end of each week to fill in after 
reflecting on your actions giving reasons for how they have shaped your life and the 
lives of others. 

Some children will 

be able to give 

reasons why 

Christians make 

sacrifices during 

Lent. 

In pairs make 

ways we can 

prepare for Lent. 

I can give reasons why we (Christians) make 

sacrifices in Lent 

I can give reasons why we (Christians) make 

sacrifices in Lent. Supported.

I can show understanding why we (Christians) make 

sacrifices in Lent. I can say what we believe and how 

I live. 

How do you respond when you are tempted to do wrong?

How do you respond when you are tempted to do wrong?

What helps you to resist temptation?

How would you link Jesus’ time in the desert 

to the experience of Lent?

INDICATOR

Chd knew 

about Lent and 

sacrifices 

made in their 

own lives.

Progress –

Linking 

understanding 

to Scripture, 

why Jesus did 

this and why 

we do.



LEARNING FOCUS 2: The betrayal of Jesus by Judas Iscariot. 
 

CONTENT  
  
Temptation comes in many ways, Judas was one of those chosen by Jesus to be his follower.  
It was his job to be in charge of the money that Jesus and the apostles needed.  Judas was 
not very honest; he was rather weak and thought about himself more than others.  When a 
really big temptation came, he gave in, this is what happened. 
 

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples, went off to the chief priests in order 
to betray Jesus to them.  They were pleased to hear what he had to say and promised 
to give him money.  So, Judas started looking for a good chance to hand Jesus over to 
them. 
Mark 14: 10-11 

 
Sometimes even our friends let us down and we too sometimes let our friends down.  Later 
on, after Judas had betrayed Jesus, he deeply regretted it, he took the money back to the 
chief priests and threw it on the floor, saying he knew he was wrong in what he had done.  
He went off feeling very sad and unhappy. 

 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q Why do you think Judas may have chosen to betray Jesus? 

Q How do you think Jesus felt knowing that one of his friends had betrayed him? 

Q Have you ever been let down by someone you cared about, how did it feel? 

Q Have you ever let anyone down, why do you think you did it and how did you feel 
afterwards? 

 

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES  
 

 Use the Judas’ betrayal activity cards from the Come and See website.  Sift through 
the motives and rank them in order of what you think might have happened.  Write 
one idea yourself.  Take part in a class discussion afterwards to argue which you 
thought was the true motive. 

 Write a diary entry for Judas using either the scripture from Mark 14: 10-11, 43-46, 
or Matthew 26: 14-16, 47-50 to help you.  Include Judas’ private thoughts and 
emotions throughout his conversations with the priests and Jesus showing an 
understanding of his struggle between betrayal and loyalty. 

 Use a Conscience Alley activity to explore Judas’ betrayal of Jesus.  Two rows of 
children give different advice to the pupil playing Judas.  At the end ‘Judas’ has to 
decide which advice to take and explain why. 

Learning focus 2: The betrayal of Jesus by Judas Iscariot     

Mark 14:10-11   

Maybe the choice of Judas as one of the Twelve, is a surprising one? Maybe it is also an 
example we can learn from, of how Jesus wants to give everyone a chance. We all make our 
own choices and Judas, when tempted with money for himself, could not resist it. Even 
though he was specially chosen by Jesus, when it came to the crunch and a choice had to 
be made, money was more important to Judas than anything else, even his relationship with 
Jesus. Having chosen and trusted Judas, it is not difficult to imagine how hurt Jesus must 
have felt, when Judas betrayed him. 

 Like us, Jesus has experienced how deeply we can be hurt by those we love and trust. We 
also have to be honest and admit that most of us have, at some point, let down or betrayed a 
friend. The important thing then is what we do about it and we have a choice as to how we 
behave. As adults leading such a discussion, it is important to reflect on the way we deal 
with being let down, or letting another down.  
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Standard Indicator

Some children will 
be able to describe 
and show 
understanding of a 
range of scripture 
stories, beliefs, ideas 
and feelings about 
the sacrifice of Jesus 
and his resurrection 
and make links 
between them. 

Whole class activity

I can describe and show understanding why Judas 

betrayed Jesus.

Prepare a reason why he should/shouldn’t betray Jesus.

Challenge: 

From reasons given, describe Judas’  situation. 

Show understanding of both points of view.

Which advice should Judas take? 

Why? 

What does Scripture tell us?

Learning Receipt
Faith for Life/Heart 

moment/Cloud 

moment 

Have you ever been 

let down by someone 

you cared about, 

how did it feel?

Have you ever let 

anyone down, why 

do you think you did 

it and how did you 

feel afterwards?

STANDARD INDICATOR

Some children will be able to make links between the scripture stories of Holy Week and the Temptation in the desert and how 
Christians observe the season of Lent.
Some children will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols used during Holy 
Week and the Easter Vigil.
Some children will be able to give reasons why Christians make sacrifices during Lent. 

Some children will be able to describe and show understanding of a range of scripture stories, beliefs, ideas and feelings about the 
sacrifice of Jesus and his resurrection and make links between them.
Some children will be able to use religious terms to show an understanding of the different liturgies of Holy Week and the Easter vigil. 
Some children will be able to show understanding of how belief in the sacrifice Jesus made, and belief in the Resurrection shapes 
lives. 
Some children will be able to engage with and respond to questions about sacrifice in the light of religious teaching. 

 Use a Conscience Alley activity to explore Judas’ betrayal 
of Jesus.  Two rows of children give different advice to the 
pupil playing Judas.  At the end ‘Judas’ has to decide 
which advice to take and explain why.



Year 5 –

• discussion 

with talk 

partners

• Group 

discussion

• conscience 

alley



LEARNING FOCUS 3: The arrest of Jesus. 
 

CONTENT  
 

The following explains why Holy Thursday is also called Maundy Thursday.  Near the end of 
the Last Supper, after Judas had left early, Jesus said to his disciples, “A new commandment 
I give unto you: that you love one another, as I have loved you.”  
John 13:34-35   
 
The Latin word for ‘commandment, mandatum’ became the source for another name for 
Holy Thursday: Maundy Thursday.  When Jesus commanded us to “…love one another, as I 
have loved you,” he showed his love through his service – the washing of the feet - and he 
commands us to do the same. 
 
Display the picture from God’s Story 3 page 117 and share page 116 Gethsemane based on 
Mark 14: 32-46.  Discuss what happened. 
 
Read Church’s Story 3 page 103.  At the end of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Maundy 
Thursday, the priest takes the Blessed Sacrament to a special place, the altar of repose, 
where people keep watch.  This reminds them of Jesus praying in the garden of Gethsemane 
and asking his friends to “keep watch with me.”  When Mass is over the altar is stripped 
bare and the tabernacle is left empty. 
 

SOME KEY QUESTIONS 
 

Q Why do we call Holy Thursday, Maundy Thursday?  

Q What is important about the new commandment? 

Q Why do you think Jesus gave them a new rule at this time?  

Q In the garden Jesus told to his friends that he was terrified.  What does that tell us 
about him? 

Q What do you think about his disciples? 

Q How do you think Jesus knows his time of sacrifice has come? 

Q Why do you think Judas used a ‘kiss’ to betray Jesus?  

Q How do you think the disciples felt when Jesus was arrested? 
 

SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES  
 

 Create a tableau to depict the events leading to the arrest of Jesus.  Use the Taizé 
chant, ‘Watch and Pray’.  Reflect on pupils’ experiences, describe the events and 
record how this links to the procession to the Altar of Repose. 

 Explore any of the paintings The Agony in the Garden by Bellini, The Agony in the 
Garden by El Greco, or Agony in the Garden by Andrea Mantegna.  Compare the 
pictures with a Gospel account (Luke 22: 39-46, Matthew 26: 36–48; Mark 14: 32–
46).  What do you think are the similarities and differences?  Which gospel account 
do you think influenced the artist the most?  Reflect quietly on the painting.   

 Using the account in Luke 22: 39-40 what do you think it tells us about God’s love 
and care?  What does it tell us about what kind of person Jesus was?  Write a letter 
from one of the disciples to a friend, describing the story, how they felt, what they 
believed and what they learned from the experience.

Learning focus 3: The arrest of Jesus  

Mark 14; 32-46    God’s Story 3 pg 116  

As the result of the betrayal by Judas, the Garden of Gethsemane becomes the 

place of the arrest of Jesus. In this place, Jesus shows us how deeply he 

shares our human condition: he takes his three trusted friends with him, Peter, 

James and John, ( the same three who were with him at the Transfiguration 

Matthew 17:1-8), and confides in them, “I’m so terrified of what is going to 

happen to me.”  

We know that Jesus understands how we feel, because he has experienced it, 

too. He knows what it is to be afraid, and he knows what it is to need our 

friends- especially when times are very hard. He shares his thoughts and 

feelings because he wants some support...but each time he returned from 

praying,

“...he found his friends asleep...they could not keep their eyes open...he said to 

them, sleep on now...” 

Once again, Jesus has been let down, by his closest friends. In his hour of 

greatest need, there was nobody there for him. In his fear and loneliness, Jesus 

knows his time is near and prays to his Father

“Father, you can do anything. Take this suffering away from me. But I will do 

what you want, not what I want.”



temptation, betrayal, self-sacrifice, 

Holy Week, Maundy Thursday,                                      

Gethsemane, Altar of Repose, love,





Learning focus 5: Good Friday – the Crucifixion  

Luke 23:26-43/ Mark 15:21-41    God’s Story 3 pg 121-122   

In these words of Scripture, we follow Jesus on his journey to the moment of his death. The words he speaks on this journey 

to Calvary, give us an insight to his love for others. To the grief-stricken women, he says

, “Do not weep for me. Weep for yourselves and your children.” 

He prays for the men who crucify him, 

“Father, forgive them, they do not know what they are doing,” 

At the moment of his death the repentant thief makes an act of faith in the saving power of Jesus, who responds with words of

comfort and hope, 

“I will remember you today, and you will be with me always.”

In death, as he did in life, Jesus shows the care and concern for those in need. He also shows us that he is human and scared, 

and as he faces this moment, which he shares with every human being, he calls out for help,

“My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?”

St Mark tells us that, “The centurion...saw how he died...” and this clearly made such an impression on him, that he, like the 

repentant thief, made his own act of faith, “This man really was the Son of God. “ In life, people were drawn to Jesus, both by 

the way he behaved and the words he spoke. In death, the centurion, a Roman soldier, was drawn to Jesus, both by the words 

he spoke as he was dying, and the manner of his death.

The women who, “...had followed Jesus and helped him when he was in Galilee.” remained loyal and faithful to Jesus, and 

stood there, “...watching from a distance.” At that moment, their hopes for the future must have seemed very bleak. If the 

children are taken prayerfully and reflectively through the accounts of the Passion and Death of Jesus, and helped to feel 

involved, they are more likely to be able to express sympathy with and understanding of, how Mary and all the women must 

have felt as they saw Jesus die.
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Date: Standard Indicator

Complete following 
task or at end of 
topic.

Adapted task
Using one of the 
Gospel stories of the 
crucifixion describe 
and link the religious 
sources, beliefs, 
ideas and feelings 
expressed.

Group task – P          …

Show at end of tasks. What drivers have we hit? 

Where have we achieved today?

I can describe the crucifixion and say how it can 

help me today. (given phrases)

I can make links    J    ’                     h      

can help me today.

I am beginning to show more understanding of 

J    ’            .

Challenge
HA How does Jesus’ death help us to understand his 
humanity?
What do Jesus’ words from the Cross tell us about him? 
What does the centurion mean when he called Jesus ‘the 
Son of God’ and why do you think he said this? 

What do you think Mary and the women felt? What does this 
tell us? 

Wonder Wall

The Son of God?

Jesus as a human?

Progress

Chd making links to 

Scripture 

understanding why.

Good use of key 

words. MD and PH 

are engaging with 

questions and 

developing the 

why? Questions for 

further discussion

STANDARD INDICATOR

Some children will be able to make links between the scripture stories of Holy Week and the Temptation in the desert and how 
Christians observe the season of Lent.
Some children will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols used during Holy 
Week and the Easter Vigil.
Some children will be able to give reasons why Christians make sacrifices during Lent. 

Some children will be able to describe and show understanding of a range of scripture stories, beliefs, ideas and feelings about the 
sacrifice of Jesus and his resurrection and make links between them. 
Some children will be able to use religious terms to show an understanding of the different liturgies of Holy Week and the Easter vigil. 
Some children will be able to show understanding of how belief in the sacrifice Jesus made, and belief in the Resurrection shapes 
lives.
Some children will be able to engage with and respond to questions about sacrifice in the light of religious teaching.



Phrase from Scripture

People passing by insulted Jesus

They said, ‘Come down from the 
cross and save yourself.’

What does it mean?  What do 
Christians believe?

They didn’t believe him. They 
mocked him because he thought he 
was special. 

They wanted him to prove he was the 
Son of God. 

What does it mean to me? How can it 
help me?

Sometimes I have seen this with my 
friends. I will try to help those who 
are being hurt.

Should I ask people to prove things if 
they tell me something? 



LEARNING FOCUS 6 Easter Sunday 

 
CONTENT  
All four Gospel writers tell the story of Jesus’ Resurrection on Easter Sunday morning and the empty tomb.  
Read two different accounts of the Resurrection story God’s Story 3 pages 126-127 The Empty Tomb - 
Matthew’s Story based on Matthew 28:1-10 and John’s Story based on John 20:1-10.  Point out the 
similarities and the differences. 
 
Easter begins on Holy Saturday night with a special Vigil.  ‘To keep vigil’ means to keep watch during the 
night.  The Church had accompanied Jesus through his suffering and death and now waits to share and 
celebrate his new life.  Talk about the significance of the new fire and the Easter candle.   Explore the actions, 
prayers and symbols of the Easter Vigil liturgy on from Church’s Story 3 page 108 The Easter Vigil.  Explain that 
Alleluia is sung again on this night in celebration.  It was not used at all during Lent. 

 
SOME KEY QUESTIONS 

Q In each story who is first to discover the empty tomb?   

Q Which version of the story do you like best and why? 

Q In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus speaks to the women.  Where else do we hear that greeting? 

Q Why do you think the women were not believed? 

Q What do you think about the reactions of John and Peter at the tomb? 

Q Why do you think new fire and the Easter candle are important in the Easter Vigil? 
 
SOME SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES  

 Design a religious Easter card depicting the Good News of the Risen Christ and giving reasons for 
your choice of words and symbols.  Inside the card, include a suitable quote from Scripture and a 
greeting to share with others. 

 Make a leaflet entitled ‘Why Easter is important to Christians’ describing how belief in the Easter 
story shapes the lives of Christians and encourages them to give of themselves in sacrifice as Jesus 
taught us.   

 Write a letter to a local shop describing why they should stock religious Easter cards, relating your 
argument to Christian beliefs, scripture, your ideas, feelings and experiences. 

Learning focus 6: Easter Sunday    

 Matthew 28:1-10/ John 20:1-10  God’s Story 3 pg 126-127      

The two accounts of the Resurrection, related in Matthew and John, differ in some of the  
details, but in one important detail they agree – both tell us that it was women who first found 
the empty tomb. From Matthew, we hear, 

 “After the Sabbath, very early on Sunday morning, Mary of Magdala and the other Mary 
went to look at the tomb.” (28:1),  

and John tells us, 

 “Very early, on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary of Magdala went to the 
tomb...” (20:1).  

Their faithfulness and their love for Jesus have remained steadfast, through all the pain and 
grief of the preceding days. As Jesus meets the women, he greets them with the words, 
”Peace be with you....” (Matthew 28:9) After his Resurrection, this is the blessing which 
Jesus wishes on his followers, and in John’s account of the Resurrection appearances of 
Jesus to his disciples after his Resurrection, we find the greeting again: 

 “...on the evening of that day...Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with 
you” (John 20:19);  

Thomas the Doubter was not present on this occasion, and a week later, Jesus comes again 

, “...the disciples were in the house and Thomas was with them...Jesus came and said, 
‘Peace be with you...”  (John 20:26)  

The account of Peter and John’s behaviour when they go to the tomb (having been given the 
information by a woman!), seems to indicate that even at that early stage, Peter was already 
acknowledged and accepted as the leader of the Twelve. The ‘other disciple’, commonly 
accepted as being John, “...the disciple whom Jesus loved...” (John 20:2), ran and reached 
the tomb before Peter, looked in, but waited; in doing so, he gave precedence to the 
leadership of Peter, who, without hesitation  “...came up and went into the tomb. (John 20:6)                                                                                                                                          
In the time of Jesus, the witness of a woman did not have the same weight as that of a man. 
This seems very strange to us now, but in Biblical times, it was the norm. The fact is that in 
each of the 4 Gospels, women are named as those who find the tomb first. They remained 
faithful and steadfast, and are the first witnesses of the Resurrection.                                                                                                                                    
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Date: Standard Indicator

Complete following 
task or at end of 
topic.

task

What will the children learn about?

How will they progress? 

Challenge?

Quality Evaluation

Wonder Wall

Working Wall

Greater Depth

Mastery?

Progress made?

STANDARD INDICATOR

Some children will be able to make links between the scripture stories of Holy Week and the Temptation in the desert and how 
Christians observe the season of Lent.
Some children will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for religious actions and symbols used during Holy 
Week and the Easter Vigil.
Some children will be able to give reasons why Christians make sacrifices during Lent. 

Some children will be able to describe and show understanding of a range of scripture stories, beliefs, ideas and feelings about the 
sacrifice of Jesus and his resurrection and make links between them. 
Some children will be able to use religious terms to show an understanding of the different liturgies of Holy Week and the Easter vigil. 
Some children will be able to show understanding of how belief in the sacrifice Jesus made, and belief in the Resurrection shapes 
lives. 
Some children will be able to engage with and respond to questions about sacrifice in the light of religious teaching. 



RESPOND
Remembering, celebrating and responding to giving and refusing to

give and appreciating the cost of giving and Lent as a time of giving in preparation for the celebration of the sacrifice of Jesus
Remember
Start the session with a moment of quiet reflection.  Provide each child with the opportunity to engage with questions of meaning and 
purpose related to the experience of Sacrifice.
Using the display, children may be able to recognise the following by use of discussion, role-play, drama, art, cue cards etc.
Ask the children if there is anything they wonder and ask questions about:
 How people decide whether or not to give.
 How those decisions are informed by beliefs and values. 
 What the costs or rewards of giving can be
Provide the opportunity, possibly by one of the means above, for the children to remember
 How Jesus was tempted in the desert.
 That Lent is a season of giving to prepare for the Easter.
 How Jesus was betrayed by Judas.
 The commandment Jesus gave his friends before his death.
 His agony in the Garden of Gethsemane.
 How Jesus sacrificed himself for us.
 The Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary.
 Some of the Stations of the Cross.
 How we celebrate Christ’s death and Resurrection in the liturgies of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil.
Rejoice
Remember to plan an end of topic celebration.  (Download the Rejoice and Gather Form on the Come and See website.)
Renew
The teacher helps each child to make an individual response to what they have understood and celebrated from their own experience and 
of the experience of the Church community.
Apply their learning
Can we be more willing to make sacrifices in our lives, especially during Lent?
Some suggested ideas
After a time of quiet reflection and prayer:
 Look back over the Lenten calendars.  Have we prepared well for the celebration of Easter through our sacrifices throughout Lent?
 Make Easter cards for our families, showing Christ’s sacrifice and Resurrection and include the times of our parish Easter services.
Teacher evaluation
This is ongoing and will inform future teaching and learning, which will include assessment for learning.

Remember

Scripture they have 

used, perhaps on 

tables, in books etc…

Rejoice is a 

celebration 

of their 

progress in 

learning. It 

is time to 

reflect with 

God in a 

collective 

worship.
Renew

An individual response about 

Sacrifice in their lives

begin take up again, resume. 

make effective for an additional 

period 

restore, replenish 

make, say, do again. 



Learning Journals

• During the Respond week it is difficult to capture all of 
that new knowledge, skills and understanding and 
sometimes it gets lost or at worst doesn’t even happen.

• Remember, Rejoice and Renew aims to consolidate all of 
the new learning that has happened over the last three 
weeks of the topic.

• It is a reflection of time spent exploring, understanding, 
introducing and learning about Scripture and or Church 
Tradition and linking faith to life.



• To help children to continually remember and 
make links to previous Scripture,  exploration 
and learning, the Christian Education Team are 
proposing from September with the launch of 
the new Standards schools use one learning 
journal per class that will follow the children 
throughout the school.

• This will enable children to remember previous 
topics and to be used for pre-learning in the next 
class.   For example, if you are teaching Baptism 
in Year 2.  They could use their learning journal 
from previous years to help children to make 
links from Early Years and Year 1.



• The class learning journal could contain for 
example; photographs of group 
remembering sessions, display work, key 
topic vocabulary, the class Rejoice planner, 
photographs of Rejoice worship and  
celebrations, maybe the Renew message 
used in class or for home?


