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Religious Education Policy

St Mary’s Church of England (A) Primary School keeps children safe by ensuring
and promoting the safeguarding and welfare of all children in its care: all policies
support the most current “Keeping Children Safe in Education Guidance” and
“Safeguarding Policy”, are fully consistent with the “Every Child Matters” agenda,
and fully support the principles of equal opportunities for all.

GENERAL PRINCIPLE

St Mary’s Church of England (A) School is committed to a holistic education for every child in
which “living, loving, learning in God’s care”. The school is proud to be a Church of England
Primary School and recognises that Religious Education (RE) plays an important part in
achieving this.

2. LEGAL REQUIREMENT

The Education Reform Act (1988) places RE as part of the basic curriculum; a statutory
subject which is an entitlement of all pupils. Since 1998 RE has been given high status
within the curriculum. As a Church of England Aided school, St. Mary’s is not bound by
statutory provision.

In the Aided School RE is the responsibility of governors in consultation with the
headteacher. The RE should be in accordance with its Trust Deed, and based on the
guidance issued by the Lichfield Diocesan Board of Education through its Understanding
Christianity material, which determines the distinctive nature and context for RE.

The school has also taken account of the Staffordshire LA RE Agreed Syllabus for teaching
about other faiths.

The school recognises the right of withdrawal of pupils by their parents, but works actively
to promote participation by all pupils; currently there are no withdrawals.

3. RATIONALE

RE is an important area in its own right as reflected in the non-statutory National
Framework, and has its own discrete time allocation (5%).

It contributes to other areas of education and human experience (aesthetic, environmental,
ethical, political, social and spiritual).

It is an important part of the wider programme of spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development.

Spiritual- widening pupils vision of themselves and their own experience, within the
context of a growing awareness and understanding of God.
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Moral - helping each pupil develop their own informed values.

Social- helping pupils understand some major forces shaping the values in our
society.

Cultural- aiding pupils in exploring aspects of their own cultural heritage and in
developing positive attitudes towards diversity.

Additional links will be found within Citizenship, PSHE and Community Cohesion
RE can also make a positive contribution to enhancing Creativity and Enjoyment
within the whole curriculum.

Our aim at St. Mary’s is to be a truly inclusive school where children’s academic
achievement and personal development are equally important. As a Church of
England Primary School we have a strong Christian ethos which underpins this vision.
To help us achieve this vision the children were asked to think about our school
motto ‘Everyday Matters’ and to choose six values which are important to them.

Gratitude - knowing that we are more fortunate than many other people around
the world and appreciating what we have.

Thoughtfulness - being able to think of others and make wise choices.
Forgiveness - knowing that everyone can make a mistake and that saying sorry is
the first step to putting things right; as well as being tolerant and understanding of
others.

Kindness - we are all part of one school family and know that looking out for one
another is important.

Perseverance - when something is difficult we don't give up, we try again and work
with others to find a solution.

Courage- life is full of challenges and it is important to be brave so that we can try
new things.

Respect and Reverence — a child initiated value.

In the Church Aided school it allows those who actively follow the Christian faith to
express that faith and have its practices affirmed, so offering an opportunity for
nurture. We are proud to be a Church of England Primary School and have a strong
link with the community of St. Mary’s Church, Mucklestone. The school leads one
Sunday services each year (a ‘New Starters’ and Harvest service in October) and
after these there is a social event which allows the school and church communities to
come together. In addition, the Children’s Church Club take an active role in the
family services throughout the church year.

THE NATURE OF RE

To enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living world faith,
by exploring core theological concepts

e To enable pupils to develop knowledge and skills in making sense of biblical texts
and understanding their impact in the lives of Christians

 To develop pupils’ abilities to connect, critically reflect upon, evaluate and apply
their learning to their own growing understanding of Christianity, of religion and
belief more widely, of themselves, the world and human experience.

There are seven dimensions (programmes of study) to the teaching of Christianity.
They are:

1. God 5. Gospel

2. Creation/Fall 6. Salvation
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3. Incarnation 7. Kingdom of God
4. Salvation

5. AIMS OF Religious Education
- To offer a full and positive presentation of living Christianity with an opportunity for
encountering the Christian life in Anglican and other contexts.
- To appreciate the religious dimension of life and provide opportunities for spiritual
growth.
- To promote an awareness and insight into other faith communities in Britain and in the
world.

We consider Valuing All God’s Children and Church of England Vision for Education 2016 in
our drive to ensure good practice and embed these themes within our teaching and
learning.

6. MANAGEMENT
The RE Subject Leader is responsible for:
- A detailed scheme of work showing how the 7 dimensions of Christianity are developed
across each key stage; as well as knowledge of other faiths.
- Supporting staff in their planning and delivery of RE
- Ensuring Religious Education has status within the school
- Keeping in touch with developments and disseminating this information as appropriate
- Ensuring an equitable budget
- Auditing and recording current resources, purchasing new resources
- Undertaking personal development in this area and ensuring there is provision for staff
training
- Monitoring RE provision, practice and outcomes. This will take the form of staff
discussion.
- Ensuring assessment strategies are in place to identify standards.

7. CURRENT PRACTICE
St. Mary’s is a CE(A) school and its RE teaching will reflect its overall Christian ethos.

e From September 2023 RE is delivered by class teachers to pupils in Year 1 to Year 6
(in smaller teaching groups of Y1/2, 3/4 and 5/6). Early years focus on the
foundation concepts.

e In Reception Christianity predominates, in Y1/2 Christianity and Judaism are explored
and in Y3/4 Christianity, Judaism and Islam are explored and compared. Other faiths
are also included in the termly ‘Focus on Faith” activities.

e RE is delivered weekly as a discrete lesson; enhanced by half termly whole school
‘Focus on Faith’ activities; followed when appropriate by an opportunity for an RE
focus in Literacy.

e Year 6 pupils undertake RE lessons about what it means to belong to a Christian
community. These are led by the Rector of the Loggerheads Benefice of Churches
and include an introduction to confirmation.

o Differentiation is accounted for by class teacher short term planning; this may
include where pupils requiring additional support i.e. with an EHCP will have an
additional adult providing 1:1 support.
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8. DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR RE

- The current RE Leader (Headteacher) and Diocesan advisor to prepare a subject
action plan and to audit RE provision.

Policy written by RE Leader Clare Hill

Appendix
Autumn L Autumn 2.
Vear A 201812019 Harvest Festival:Christians response o God's oodness What do Muslims believe? | How do Musims pray? Lady n Black - MEAS
VearB 2019/2000 Joueysin Fath The Trinity
Vear C2020/2021 Faith Banners Festivals ofLight
Possible Srvices in Church  Annual Harvest (New Staters| /Al Sants Remembrance  Chist the King | Advent | Christmas (Christinle
Spring Spring 2.
Vear A2018/2019 Rites of Passage birh, marriage,death) (MEAS Interactve Exotion Bigtory f the Bible timelne - Key Bible stories
VearB 2019/2020 Spring Fstivals (Hol, Passover, Chinese New Year) (VEAS) RitesofPasage - belonging (Baotism Confirmtion Bar mitah)
Vear C2020/2001 Lent Easter pilgrimage
Possible Srvices in Church  Annual Epiphany | Candlemas |/ School Eucharist Lent / Mothering Sunday / Easter | Confirmation
Summer 1; Summer 2:
Vear A 201812019 Bigstory f the Bible tmeline - Ky Bible stories Eucharit
fer 08 | Core Concepts ofUnder§tanding Christlianity ——
(6o, Creation, Fll, People of G, Incarnation Gospel,Savaton, Kingdom of God)
Vear C2020/201 gDt Pacsof s Open Centre: What can we leam from Places of Worship?

(Cass 1-0ur Church, Classes 283 Ashley Catholic and Methodist Churches|

Possible Services in Church Annual

Easter

Ascension / Pentecost/ SchoolEucharist/Triniy  eavers'

Learning about other faths

Addtonall,inalternate years Y3/4 will attend Inspie Lchfield Cathedral) Summer 2020 and Y3/6 will attend Open Door Shrewshury Abbey)
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Autumn 1: CREATION Autumn 2: INCARNATION/PEQPLE OF GOD
Reception YearA&B | What makes every single person special, unique and precious? Why do Christians perform Nativity plays at Christmas?
YearA(18/19) What are festivals and why do we have them?
Year1&2 . —
YearB(17/18) Who made the world? Why does Christmas matter to Christians?
Year384 YearA What are festivals of light Whatis the Trinity? (Digging deeper)
YearB What do Christians learn from the Creation story? What s the Trinity? (Core)
YearA Greaton and saencel:clonfhctmg orcomplementary? How can following God bring freedom and justice?
Year5&6 (digging deeper)
YearB Creation and science: conflicting or complementary? (Core) Was Jesus the Messiah?
Possible Services in Church  Annual Harvest (New Starters) / Al Saints Remembrance / Christ the King / Advent / Christmas (Christingle)
Spring 1: GOSPEL /PEOPLE OF GOD/KINGDOM OF GOD Spring 2: SALVATION
Reception YearA&B How can we help others when they need it? Why do Christians put a cross in an Easter garden?
Year1&2 YearA Whatis the Good News Jesus brings? Why does Easter matter to Christians? (Digging deeper)
YearB How can | make a difference in the world? Why does Easter matter to Christians? (Core)
Year384 YearA Whatis it like to follow God? Why do Christians call the day Jesus died Good Friday? (Digging deeper)
YearB What kind of world did Jesus want? Why do Christians call the day Jesus died Good Friday? (Core)
YearS &6 YearA What would Jesus do? What did Jesus do to save human beings?
YearB What kind of king was Jesus? What difference does the resurrection make to Christians?
Possible Services in Church  Annual Epiphany / Candlemas / School Eucharist Lent / Motheirng Sunday / Easter / Confirmation
Summer 1: CREATION/FALL/GOD/KINGDOM OF GOD Summer 2: GOD
Reception YearA&B Why is the word God so important to Christians? How can we care for our wonderful world?
Year182 YearA What do Christians believe God is like? How do Christians talk to God?
YearB * What do Jews/Sikhs/Hindus/Muslims believe? *
YearA When Jesus left, what was the impact of Pentecost? ’ What can we leam from a Synagogue?
Year3&4 T ——
YearB * What do Jews/Sikhs/Hindus/Muslims believe? *
Year5 86 YearA What are the five pillars of Islam? l What does it mean if God is holy and loving?
YearB *What does it mean to live as a Jew/Sikh/Hindu/Muslim today?*
Possible Services in Church  Annual Easter ‘ Ascension / Pentecost/ School Eucharist/Trinity / Leavers'

Learning about other faiths




