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Zones around the world KS2 Knowledge Mat
Subject Specific Vocabulary Sticky Facts

Latitude
-Lines of latitude circle the Earth parallel to the Equator. 
-Lines of latitude run in an east-west direction all of the 
way around the Earth. 
-Latitude is measured in degrees. The Equator is 
located at 0°.  

Longitude
Lines of longitude run between the North and 
South Poles. These lines are called meridians. 
-Like latitude, longitude is measured in degrees. 

Equator
The Equator is an imaginary line of latitude which circles 
the Earth. It lies halfway between the North/ South 
Poles.
 -It splits Earth into the Northern/ Southern Hemispheres

Tropics of 
Cancer

The Tropic of Cancer is an imaginary line of latitude 
which circles the Earth. It lies at 23 degrees north

Tropics of 
Capricorn

The Tropic of Capricorn is an imaginary line of latitude 
which circles the Earth. It lies at 23 degrees south

Labelled Diagram

Northern 
Hemisphere

The Northern Hemisphere is the section of the Earth that 
is north of the Equator.

Southern 
Hemisphere

The Southern Hemisphere is the section of the Earth that 
is south of the Equator

Arctic Circle The Arctic Circle is the area north of an imaginary line 
of latitude situated at around 66°N

Antarctic 
Circle

The Antarctic Circle is the area south of an imaginary 
line of latitude situated at around 66°S..


